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Reflections for October

here are five Developmental
Tasks that are suggested for a
congregation to explore
during the transitional time
between Rectors.
These
tasks are: Coming To
Terms With History, Looking at
Denominational/External
Relationships, Examining
Leadership and Decision
Making Concerns, Clarifying
the Congregation’s Identity,
and the final task of A
Commitment to New Clergy
Leadership and the Future.
We have presented the task of
Coming to Terms With History
and are now looking at
Denominational identity and issues.
I am presenting this task weekly at the
9:45 Sunday School hour. I have been very
pleased with the good attendance for the
first two weeks. We will continue for
several more weeks looking at our Anglican
Identity and what it means to be an
Episcopalian. We will be looking at our
beliefs, our authority, and our interpretation
of Scripture and in the process will be
offering a Confirmation study for the
already confirmed and for newcomers to
our parish. It is my hope that we will, from
this study, develop a clear understanding
about our church and the methods that as
Episcopal congregation makes decisions.
We have an open system and it is important
to create an environment that honors and
maximizes diversity. Please join us for
coffee, fellowship and class participation.
On Saturday October 6th the Transition
Team will be with me on a retreat to explore

what we have learned and to begin the
process of clarifying our particular identity
as a parish. The congregation will be
invited to fill out a questionnaire and to offer
comments to “who we are” as a parish and
what we are looking for in our next
Rector. It is my intention for us to
finish this process by Easter and a
Search Committee will engage
in the specific search for your
next Rector by April 2008.
This is my first endeavor at
being an Interim Rector. St.
Thomas has proved to be a
wonderful place for me to
engage in this ministry. I thank
you.
I do want to comment that I am a bit
concerned about parish attendance.
Having been at St. Thomas since April 2007
there are still many persons that I have not
met. I encourage anyone who has not been
active in the church over that period of time
to contact me and share your story with me.
This can be in writing, e-mail, or in person.
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Adult Christian Education: Anglican Identity Study
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

Your voice needs to be heard and I want
to help that happen. Even as we are
excited to have someone new join our
community, it is also a joy to welcome
back those who were once part of us, but
for reasons, are no longer involved. We
are blessed so that we can be a blessing
to others that God might be blessed.
HGB+

Koins for Kids
We do have some exciting but
unfinished business from the 2007 VBS
that the Congregation needs to be aware
of, as this is a pretty big deal. The CE
class has been and is collecting money
to buy animals from Heifer
International as a part of their Outreach
mission! Once we have collected
enough money, we will choose which
animals to buy, hopefully by
Thanksgiving and not later than
Christmas.
Since we are so few, and our fund is
growing slowly, we have established a
modest fund raising program called
Koins for Kids. We will be placing
several Heifer piggy banks around the
church. Colorful artwork will draw
attention to where the banks are located
and to help publicize Koins for Kids.
Whenever you see one of these little
boxes, we invite you to donate all your
pocket change or whatever else you can.

For the next several weeks Howard will be leading an adult theological study
each Sunday morning from 9:45 - 10:30. This “Anglican Identity Study” will
encourage reflection about our identity as members of the Episcopal Church, the
Anglican Communion, and the Body of Christ. Come early (9:30) for a cup of
coffee and fellowship in the Parish House.

Clayton Baptisms - Sunday September 16, 2007
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

In addition, about once per month,
the children will pass their own
collection basket containing a Heifer
Piggy Bank during the congregational
offering. Please donate your “Koins” or
whatever else you wish. We feel this will
be a wonderful experience and a great
way for them to be included more fully
in the worship service at St. Thomas.
Thank you for your support of this
valuable program and learning
experience!
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A Missions Tale
by Don Gwarek
The government messenger nailed
the proclamation to the gate of the city
where everyone entering would see it.
In a loud voice he read the document to
the men and women gathered around
him.
“The evil sect called Christian is
strictly prohibited. Suspicious persons
should be reported to the proper officers
and rewards will be given.”
And so informers told on friends and
neighbors and reaped generous rewards,
Converts to the hated Christian sect
were persecuted severely, cast into
prison, or worse.
If you’re guessing that this is
something that is happening in the
Middle East right now, you would have
guessed wrong.
This little drama
actually took place in Japan in the year
1860 shortly after the arrival of the first
Episcopal missionary to Japan, the
Reverend John Liggins.
A graduate of the Virginia
Theological Seminary, John Liggins
worked as a missionary in China for
four years but because of poor health, he
was transferred to the more invigorating
climate of Nagasaki, Japan. There, he
was given a very cordial welcome from
the Japanese officials and housed at the
Shofukuji Temple until his residence
was ready. He immediately began the
formidable task of learning Japanese
and to teach the Japanese interpreters
the English language. His Japanese
visitors were eager to talk to John about
his religious views but were shocked to
learn that he was a Christian. Soon
thereafter the Bugyo, or Commissioner
of Nagasaki, proclaimed that he would
not allow the teaching of Christianity.
The great Kosatsu or proclamation,
previously mentioned, quickly
followed.
Wow! What do you suppose brought
that on.
Let’s go back a few hundred years to
1549. Japan had begun to do some
trading with the Dutch and Portuguese
but the King of Portugal wanted more
than trade goods. He wanted to extend
the dominion of the Roman Catholic

Church to the far east as well.
Enter the Jesuit priest, Francis
Xavier. His message and manner of
preaching must have been inspiring
because within two years he had made
thousands of converts.
But he must have made thousands of
enemies as well.
The Japanese hated and distrusted all
foreigners and particularly those who
called themselves Ki-ris-tan. For
whatever reason the Japanese decided to
purge their country of this hated
religion. In 1596, six Jesuit priests and
twenty converts were crucified and the
Portuguese, who had claimed to have
made one hundred thousand converts,
were given notice to leave the country.
The persecution continued relentlessly,
but as late as 1629 there were still four
hundred thousand native Christians in
Japan.
Japanese officials were enraged.
There would be no more Ki-ris-tans in
Japan.
And so in 1636 a terrible massacre
occurred that slaughtered more than two
hundred thousand native Christians. It
was also ordered that the image of Jesus
should be desecrated by being publicly
trampled under foot.
The murdered Christians were
thrown into a hastily dug pit and a
monument was erected to let everyone
know who was buried there and why.
The monument read: “As long as the
earth endures, let no Christian presume
to set foot within the Empire of Japan;
and be it known that, should any disobey
this law, though it were the King of
Spain in person, or even the Christians’
God, or the great God of all himself, he
shall immediately have his head cut
off.”
Apparently a lot of Japanese took
heed of this message because by the
year 1649, as far as anyone knows, there
wasn’t a single person who
acknowledged being a Christian.
Which brings us back to the
Reverend John Liggins and the first
Episcopal mission to Japan.
John was soon joined by another

missionary named Channing Moore
Williams. But as you can imagine,
things did not go well for either priest.
Their religious duties were limited to
serving as ministers for the American
and British residents and leading
services for visiting sailors. John in the
meantime, continued to teach English to
Japanese officials and sell Holy
Scripture and scientific papers to those
who would buy them.
He also
published a book entitled “One
Thousand Familiar Phrases in English
and Japanese” which was met by a large
demand and went through several
publications. Unfortunately he was
plagued by ill health and was forced to
leave Japan in February 1860. He
returned to the United States where he
continued to write.
But neither God nor His church was
ready to give up on Japan.
The ban on Christianity was lifted in
1873 after the Meiji Restoration and
freedom of religion was guaranteed to
all. Soon, missionaries from many
denominations as well the Episcopal
Church, USA, the Church of England
and the Anglican Church of Canada
came to the “Land of the Rising Sun” to
once again spread the “Good News.”
Like other Christian groups, the
Episcopal church was slow to get
started, but by 1890 Episcopalians had
become the fourth largest Protestant
denomination in Japan. The Episcopal
missionaries attempted to make
themselves an important part of
Japanese life and strove to make their
missions into self-supporting churches
and developing indigenous leadership.
And so in 1923 the first two Japanese
Bishops were consecrated.
Today, our communion is alive and
well in Japan. Over 57,000 Japanese
attend services at 102
Anglican/Episcopal churches using the
Book of Common Prayer printed in the
Japanese language.
What a special group of people these
men and women, our first missionaries,
were. Like the hymn goes, “They were
all men of God, and I not the least, God
helping I’ll be one too.”
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, Senior Warden
paint. Tom Ham showed vestry
members carpet samples from PaceThe Vestry reviewed the Treasurer's Stone in Eden. He has a bid from them
report for August and noted that to recarpet every carpeted area in church
contributions and pledges are below with exception of sanctuary and Sunday
estimated budget.
school rooms and one for just the choir
room, parlor, and long hallway. He
In the Interim Rector's Report plans to get a second bid for this. He
Howard Backus reported that he is also submitted an updated job
teaching a church school class for adults description for the sexton. The Rectory
on the Anglican Communion. Another has had water damage in one room from
$5000 has been donated to the a leak in the bathroom. The floor will
Episcopal Day School. Two sets of need to be refinished. We will have this
parents have inquired about getting their done in conjunction with repainting the
children into the EDS. Jeanne Horsley rectory.
stated that some parents in our church
have inquired about the success of other Commission Reports
day school programs and found that a
two-year-old program as well as ·
Pastoral Care-Don Gwarek
extended day care improved their reported that there are three new
programs.
Stephen Ministry candidates.
Meeting date September 17, 2007

Senior Warden Jeanne Horsley
reported that Ben Neal has agreed to
train under Steve Worth as pledge
treasurer. We received a request from
the Diocese asking for payment towards
theological education. The Vestry
decided to support Virginia Theological
Seminary and to invite Tim Backus, a
seminary student, to speak to our
congregation at which point a
congregational offering can be made.

· Christian Education-Jim
McCloskey reported that the Christian
Education Commission met to discuss
the overall picture of the program at St.
Thomas. He noted that members were
concerned with the recent declines in
the number of children who attend
Sunday school. This year's curriculum
is called “Living the Good News” and
each lesson is from the Episcopal
Lectionary. Our motto is “Children
Matter” based on Matthew 18. The CE
Parents and other parishioners class is collecting money to buy animals
interested in our youth met on August from Heifer International as part of their
26. The group suggested that high Outreach mission. Our program is
school age youth could get involved called Koins for Kids and the piggy
with Happening and other Diocesan banks will be available in the Narthex
activities and the middle school age for members to make a donation.
students be encouraged to participate in
service activities, confirmation classes Old Business
and acolyte training.
· We have received one candidate for
In the Junior Warden's report Tom v e s t r y p o s i t i o n . M o r e Ve s t r y
Ham presented two bids on a new nominations are needed.
phone system. The Vestry decided to
accept the bid from NEC. He also gave · The Picasso print donated by Lionel
a report on the painting of the church Cooke will be hung in the Parlor after
facilities.
Steve McCollum, the the Parlor is painted.
painter, needs to finish with the outside
of the parish hall before the winter. He
· The nursery has been spruced up with
will reglaze the windows, scrape and
paint, new curtains, and clean windows.
4
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The Vestry is looking into advertising
for a Nursery attendant.
· Antique Alley fried pies sale will not
take place this year due to the fact that
the gentleman whose equipment we use
is not able to participate.
Suggested
Thanksgiving
Tom Balsley,
Thorn, Kris
Dawson.

members for the
Dinner committee are
Bill Horsley, Tommy
Rogers, and Carson

The Power of Prayer
What could be accomplished if we
would all take the time to do this?
During WWII, there was an advisor
to Churchill who organized a group of
people who dropped what they were
doing every night at a prescribed hour
for one minute to collectively pray for
the safety of England, its people and
peace. This had an amazing effect as
bombing stopped. There is now a group
of people organizing the same thing
here in America.
If you would like to participate: Each
evening at 9:00 PM Eastern Time
8:00PM Central and 7:00 PM
Mountain, stop whatever you are doing
and spend one minute praying for the
safety of the United States, our troops,
our citizens and for peace in the world.
If you know anyone who would like to
participate, please pass this along. It has
been said that if people really
understood the full extent of the power
we have available through prayer, we
might be speechless. Our prayers are the
most powerful asset we have.
If you are so moved, pass this on to
anyone who you think will follow
through.

Episcopal Day School Preschool
Dear Friends,

give us a call if you know someone
interested in enrolling.

At press time we are selling mums.
Thank you to everyone for helping us
with this fund-raiser by buying our
We are back in
school and having a
We want to thank Steve Worth and flowers. We’ll give you an update about
great time. We are Kris Rogers for building the new our final numbers in next month’s
small in numbers cubbies for our classroom. They are so newsletter.
but large in enthusiasm. The children nice and much safer than the old ones. A
are settled in their school routines and special “thanks” to St. Thomas’ sexton,
Keep saving your boxtops. Thanks
are learning everyday. We started the Carol, for all the cleaning she did in to all of you who turned in your form or
year off talking about “Going to anticipation of Open House and the start called to register your Food Lion MVP
School” and “Making New Friends”. of school and all year long. Everything cards. That really does help!
We also had a lesson on “All About Me” looks great, Carol!
We are also
where the kids shared information about enjoying the wonderful remodeled
Sincerely,
their families and learned about self- bathrooms. They look great and are
Ms. Jeanette and Ms. Edie
esteem. We’ve started our alphabet, such an improvement. We appreciate
talking about Apples, Airplanes and everything all the members of St.
Astronauts for letter “Aa”. We still have Thomas’ do to support our program.
room for more children in our class so

October’s Health Tip
I usually
don't sign
my name to
this column,
but I'm
writing
about a topic
that has
greatly
affected my
life, so I'm
using the
first person
point of view. October is breast cancer
awareness month. Men, before you
move on to another article, you need to
know that my 6'3" athletic brother-inlaw is a breast cancer survivor.
Everyone age thirty-five and older
needs to lie down and do a breast cancer
self-exam monthly. It's an easy task,
and it can save your life.
My mother died from this insidious
disease and my sister is a ten year
survivor. On October 2, my friend and
fellow church member, Dru Smith,
will be undergoing her second breast
cancer surgery. All of us know other
church members who are survivors or
have died from this killer disease. It

seems that almost every month I hear
about someone else in our community
who has this form of cancer. I look
forward to the day that a cure is found,
but until then we have to use what
doctors do know to lower our chances of
developing breast cancer.
First, every woman over forty should
be having yearly mammograms. If
you've been putting it off, please stop it
and make that call for an appointment.
Mammograms will detect 80-90% of
breast cancers without women having
any symptoms.
Secondly, if you're overweight, you
have an increased risk of developing
breast cancer. Please try to lose some
weight. The theory is that fat causes
levels of estrogen, testosterone, and
inflammatory markers such as Creactive protein and insulin to rise all of
which cause breast cancer cells to grow
excessively. Data from the famous
Nurses' Health study shows that
overweight women who lose at least 22
pounds after menopause lower their risk
by 57%.
Start moving! Regular exercise is
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the best habit there is to lower your
breast cancer risk. A significant study
shows that women who walk briskly for
an hour and a half to two and a half hours
weekly lower their breast cancer risks
by 18%.
Sometimes hard-working women
fall into a habit of having a glass of wine
or something else alcoholic every
evening. Women who have two or more
drinks daily increase their chance of
developing breast cancer by 50%. It
seems that the way women metabolize
alcohol increases the estrogen levels in
the blood.
If you have a family history of breast
cancer or any of the risk factors I've
described, please be proactive with your
health. If you haven't had a
mammogram in the last twelve months,
get on the phone and make an
appointment for one. Start exercising
regularly. Avoid sugary and fatty treats
in order to lose some pounds. Finally,
remember to do a self-exam every
month.
Starr McHugh
Health Care Ministry Task Force
SOURCE:
WOMAN’S DAY, October 2, 2007
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ShrimpFest 2007
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

From all reports, our seventh annual ShrimpFest
sponsored by the Men’s Club on Saturday September 15 was a
resounding success! One hundred thirty-eight tickets were
sold and all 400 pounds of shrimp were sold out.
Proceeds from this annual fundraiser will be used to fund
the Youth Group, our donation toward the Sexton’s salary, our
contributions to the Day School to help offset the cost of the
new playground equipment, etc., and any other needs that may
come to the attention of the Men’s Club.
Many thanks to all who helped!

6
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Welcome Kareen - Liliana - Carlos !!!
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Liliana Bernal

What can I say about me?? You just
have to know me and make your own
impression. But here is something I can
share: I am from Colombia, I am a city
girl raised in Bogota, I live with my
mom, who is my best friend in the
world, and my little sister; not as little as
you might think, she is 16 already, and I
feel I am her mom. I miss them allot! My
father and my older brother live in
another city.
I came here to the States to improve
my English, to teach Spanish in the
Middle School and to learn as much as
possible about these nice and kind
southern people. I never imagined to
find such warm hearted people around! I
am having a great time here and since I
am a single and outgoing person, it’s
pretty easy to get the beat!

My name is Kareen Blake and I am
from the beautiful Island of Jamaica. I
am married and my husband, Ronald, is
a police officer. I have been teaching for
over twelve years in my country but this
is my first teaching in the states and at
the Reidsville High School, where I
teach Family and Consumer Science.
I love teaching and I enjoy helping
young people realize their full potential
and become well rounded individuals in
society.
I would like to use this medium to
say thanks to you all for your hospitality
and a special thank you to Mrs.
Dorothy Ferneyhough for opening her
home, heart and arms to me.
THANK YOU!

Carlos M. Valencia
34, married, two children: one baby
daughter who is 21 months old and one
boy who is 16. He is at the university
right now and is studying Chemical
Engineering. He is doing his second
semester.
My wife is 37 and she is an
incredible woman, my support and my
friend always. I love her and my
children.
Sometimes sadness catches me, but
then I think about the great things I want
to get and accomplish for them, and I get
better and just go on.
I feel very lucky for being able to be
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here, learning allot in Reidsville High
School, where I work as a Spanish
teacher and learning from the fantastic
people I have met here and in the
church. All of you have been just great
to me and I enjoy your friendship.
In a Nutshell...
My strong beliefs: God and angels
My fears: many, but God is here...
My goals: A Master’s degree, many
good friends and others...
And my happiness right now... To be
here with all of you dear friends and
brothers in Jesus Christ.
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Christian Education

Thoughts on Stewardship

The Christian Education (CE)
Commission had its first meeting,
chaired by Rev. Howard Backus. We
discussed the overall picture of CE at St.
Thomas as it is now and our history
since we began our own program
several years ago. Of particular concern
to us are the recent declines in the
number of younger children and how
children are a reflection of the
congregational makeup.

Recently, a member of our hurting or to those who may need a
congregation, Parker Graham, started special blessing. There already have
a Prayer Shawl Ministry. She told me been two or three members of St.
she got this idea from a person she Thomas who have been recipients of
taught with at one of our county schools. this wonderful gift. One individual,
For those of you who might not be who stepped out in faith with a simple
familiar with prayer shawls, it is a wrap gesture of love and compassion, has
or stole that can be knitted or crocheted started a movement of which many of us
and is given as a comfort after a loss, or want to be a part. Love is central to our
in times of stress, or during an illness. It life in Christ and each and every
also can be given on celebratory situation is an opportunity for us to
occasions as for a marriage or the birth express His love.
The CE Commission currently of a child. A blessing is offered as the
consists of Jim McCloskey, Sunday shawl is presented. It is a way to reach
Tom Balsley
School Superintendent, Alex Melchert, out with love and care to those who are
Teacher, Joanne Piazza, CE Advisor
and recent volunteer Suzanne
Saunders (yeah!). We feel this is
adequate and viable for the 2007-2008
school year. We do have a small group of
parishioners, most notably Don
The Episcopal Diocese of NC Second Annual
Gwarek, who have helped in the past on
Administrative Leadership Training Seminar will be held
an as needed basis and we will continue
Saturday October 20 from 8:30am to 4:00pm at Holy Trinity
to call on them as well. If you would like
Episcopal Church in Greensboro. Call Jenny (349-3511) in the
to join the Christian Education
Church office for registration information.
Commission, we’d love to hear from
you!

Administrative Leadership Training Seminar

This year’s school curriculum is
called “Living the Good News”,
published by Church Publishing Inc.
Each lesson is from the Episcopal
Lectionary, Year C and our motto this
year is “Children Matter”, based on the
18th chapter of St. Matthew. More and
more, the Sunday School program has
the look and feel of the of the “Big”
church service.
A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the midst of a
life challenge so they don't have to walk through the valley alone.
We had 3 children for the week of
Sept. 9th, 4 for the week of Sept. 16th
and 3 for Sept. 23rd . Attendance is just
It gives me great pleasure to training they will be commissioned and
about what we expected.
announce that three members of our ready to serve the needs of this parish or
congregation have volunteered to elsewhere in the community.
Our next meeting is scheduled for become Stephen Ministers. They are
Sunday, September 30th, after church.
Joanne Piazza, Elizabeth Treadwell,
As for those of us who are already
and Tom Balsley. The three candidates Stephen Ministers, we are always ready
are currently attending weekly training to walk beside you when you need a
Sincerely, sessions at the Leaksville United friend, and to listen when you need to
Jim McCloskey, Methodist Church in Eden.
talk.
Sunday School Superintendent
When they have completed the
required fifty hours of specialized
8
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St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church Women’s

Fall Bazaar Luncheon
CHEF SALAD BAR • SOUP • SANDWICH • DESSERT • DRINK

Friday, October 26, 2007
Serving 11 AM – 2 PM
Adult - $6.00

Child - $3.00

A Reidsville Fall tradition since 1948
It’s Bazaar time again!
Finally, cooler weather is here to put us
in the bazaar mood! Lots of behind the
scenes work has already been completed
to make this year’s bazaar another
successful event, but we can not do it
without everyone’s help.
Again, we will have our traditional
salad bar with your choice of vegetablebeef or tomato-basil soup, pimento cheese
or peanut butter sandwich., homemade
dessert and tea or coffee. Tickets are
being distributed to pre-sell but may be
purchased at the door. This year school
will be in session, so we will be delivering
lunches to the schools. This has been very
popular in the past.
Adult luncheon tickets are $6.00 and

children under 12 are $3.00.
Dot Ferneyhough has been working
all summer long doing her magic canning
pickles and making jams and jellies. We
also hope our St. Thomas’ cooks will
bring their favorite home baked pies,
cakes, cookies, brownies, fudge, breads
and cheese biscuits to fill the bake sale
table. We have a reputation for being
good cooks and our regular attendees look
forward to these purchases.
Check your committee assignment
[below]. If I have failed to include you on
a committee, I apologize. Please let me
know which committee you would like to
help. We need you!
Thanks,
Dot Reilly

Tickets - Laura Felts, Grace Moffitt Co Chair
Publicity - Dot Reilly
Set-Up/ Decorate - Suzanne Howard Chair. Gayle Ferguson, Kathy Gentle,
Mary Jane Ham, Anne Montaigne, Susan
Turner, Jan Wheless, PollyYeago
Luncheon - Martha Balsley, Donna
Van Ness, Judy Yarborough - Tri-Chair.
Pat Bobbitt, Susan Dalton, Anne
Donecker, Gayle Ferguson, Dale Fulton,
Parker Graham. Pam Haigler, Starr
McHugh, Betty Melchert, Carol Pruitt,
Anne Rogers, Cindy Teague, Stephanie
Trent
Calling Committee Mildred
Cummings, Marion Safriet, Dot Trent
Bake Sale - Dot Trent, Dru Smith, CoChair. (We need as many people as
possible to contribute homemade baked
items to sell.)
Home Canned Goods - Dot
Ferneyhough, Chair. Nancy Gwarek

Soup Committee - Susan Bullock,
Priscilla Foster, Betty Melchert, Joanne
Piazza, Dot Reilly, Mavis Simon, Dottie
Worth
Treasurer - Marion Safriet, Chair.
Hazel Post
Luncheon Support - Pam Allen,
Linda Avery, Nancy Bennett, Judy
Cardwell, Fran DeChurch, Leslie Dent,
Diane Espinoza, Susan Fitzgibbon,
Adrienne Gatton, Emily Giles,
Mitchelene Martin, Tammy Melchert,
Bettie Benton Rhodes, Suzanne Saunders,
Sissy Sizemore, Judy Sizemore, Beth
Smith, Sandra Strader, Elizabeth
Treadwell, Melody Watt, Dianne Young
If I have failed to include you on a
committee I apologize. Please let me
know which committee you would like to
help. We need you!
Thanks,
Dot Reilly - 634-1828
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Musical notes from

Ed
On Our Way Rejoicing
A funny thing happened on the way
to our 11 AM service on September 23. I
was working with the choir on Hymn
568 in our 1982 Hymnal (Father, All
Loving...). I thought it was a Hymn
Blast request, one of many this year we
don't all know, but one definitely worth
learning. Choir members remarked how
surprising it was to have a Hymn Blast
request that was so new. So we looked it
up, an behold, Dot Ferneyhough had
asked for "On Our Way Rejoicing,"
which is #568 in the 1940 Hymnal! I had
been looking for a hymn encouraging us
to "put some muscle into our faith", as
the worship lessons suggest, and this
hymn fit. The choir enjoys it too...we
sang it on September 23 and also to
Josephine Irvin for her 101st birthday!
(Happy Birthday, Jo!) Here are the
words, written in 1863 by John Monsell:
St. 1. On our way rejoicing Gladly let us go;
Conquer'd hath our Leader, Vanquish'd is
the foe.
Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our
joy;
Who, if we be faithful, Can our hope
destroy?
Refrain. On our way rejoicing As we
forward move,
Hearken to our praises, O thou God of love!
St. 2. If with honest-hearted Love for God
and man,
Day by day thou find us doing what we can,
Thou who giv'st the seed time Wilt give
large increase,
Crown the head with blessings, Fill the heart
with peace. (Refrain)
St. 3. Unto God the Father Joyful songs we
sing,
Unto God the Saviour Thankful hearts we
bring,
Unto God the Spirit Bow we and adore,
On our way rejoicing Now and evermore.
(Refrain)

Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer
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Healthcare Ministry
The Healthcare Ministry is
planning a St. Thomas Health Fair on
Saturday, November 10, 2007. This
event is tentatively schedule to be held
from 9am to 12 noon. Maxim Health
Care Services has been contacted to
give flu and/or pneumonia vaccinations.
In addition, they will also provide
tetanus shots. Maxim is the nation’s
largest privately held flu shot provider.
They work closely with the Center of
Disease Control (CDC) and follow their
guidelines to immunize as many highrisk individuals as possible. This flu
vaccination can be taken by anyone 9
years of age and older. We will need to
guarantee Maxim that at least 45 people
are enrolled in order for them to come to
our site. The cost will be $30 for flu,
$40 for pneumonia, and $35 tetanus.
You can pay cash or the cost can be filed
with Medicare B, Humana Gold Choice,
Aetna, Partners, United Health Care, or
Secure Horizons.
Weight, Body Mass Index, Blood
Pressures, Blood Sugars will also be
taken for those who wish to participate.
Opportunities to sign up for this will be
provided at church or by calling the
church office. More information will be
provided.

“Fill The Tub” Outreach

Thank You!!!
August 25, 2007
To the vestry, clergy and parishioners of St. Thomas:
I apologize for the typed note, but after 20 years of newspaper reporting, I'm
afraid my handwriting is little more than an illegible shorthand that only I can
decipher.
That's important because of all the thank you notes I'm writing this day, this one
is the most important.
First, I want to thank you for everything the church did in the passing of my
mother. Whether it was the refreshments, Tom Ham's heart-felt remarks or the
wonderful service, it seemed like every time I turned around, minor miracles were
happening.
The logistics of three children from three cities trying to get relatives and a
service organized in a fourth is nothing short of mind-boggling. But what St.
Thomas did was take care of virtually everything, allowing us to focus on what was
important - our grief and the celebration of my mother's life. So often in the days
immediately following a death, this is not allowed to happen.
You should also note that my mother specifically chose St. Thomas for her final
service. I know now why.
My mother absolutely loved the place and to her, it was always home. But I also
think she knew in the back of her mind that it was the one place that would take care
of her children in their time of need. I think she also knew we would draw strength
and comfort from our roots.
The last thing I would like to say - and it is the most important - is that the week
of dealing with St. Thomas reaffirmed my belief that I'm in the right denomination.
While our politics may divide us, it is our community that unites us. And that is far
stronger than any disagreement church members may have.
Thank you again and love to you all. You are very special people.
God bless,

Please help us "Fill the Tub" for the
Reidsville Outreach Center. Items
requested for October:

Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Beans
Canned Fruit
Bagged Rice
Boost

Preston Trigg

Volunteer Opportunities
Still looking for volunteers to serve as:

Members of the Vestry in 2008.
The tub is located in the narthex of the
Contact the nominating committee, Phillip Dalton, Jim McCloskey and
church. Thank you for your help with
Tommy Thorn, if you would be interested in serving on the Vestry.
this vital ministry!
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Parish Register

Where Two or Three are

To keep your directory up-to-date, please make note of these
changes:

Gathered Together...
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

September 2
8:30 a.m.
14th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

David & Ann Mailly
(Grace Victoria)
2220 Brisbayne Circle
Raleigh, NC 27615-4418

12
56

September 9
8:30 a.m.
15th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

17
55

September 16
8:30 a.m.
16th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

14
67

September 23
8:30 a.m.
17th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

19
61

EYC Fishing Trip & Cookout 9/16
Photo courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

Paul and Cheri Barrett
New Email:
pbarrett001@triad.rr.com

ish
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Prayer Shawl and Yarn Ministry
Our first meeting will be Tuesday,
Oct 2nd at 7:00 pm in the Pipkin Parlor.
Anyone interested is invited to come help
with setting up this ministry.
Refreshments will be provided. Feel free to bring knitting
needles, crochet hooks, yarn, and any works in progress.
There will be extra needles and yarn for anyone wanting help
getting started. I am really excited about this ministry and
look forward to the fellowship and purpose this ministry will
provide.
Parker Graham

Pledge Report
August 2007

Year To Date

Total Revenue

$ 7,415.00

$ 76,943.37

Total Operations Expenses

$ 8,876.59

$ 86,535.22

- $ 1,461.59

- $ 9,591.85

Difference

Photo from an unknown source via email

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Youth Leader • Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Nursery Attendant

• Sexton
Carol Pruitt

349-3511

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Director of Christian Education
dce@stthomasreidsville.org
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

• ECW Marian Safriet 342-1552
Dot Trent 349-3179
• Men’s Club Tommy Thorn 616-0800
tthorne@triad.rr.com
Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Treasurer Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Pledge Treasurer Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

