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Interim Rector’s Report

want to thank our wonderful Transition
Team of Tom Balsley, Laura Felts,
Gayle Ferguson, Bill Horsley, Betty
Melchert, Alex Melchert, Dot Trent
and Donna Van Ness. They have risen to
the occasion of sponsoring our first
congregational event for this time of
Intentional Interim Ministry.
We had 53 persons
participate in our event that I
titled “Coming to terms with
history.” The focus was on the
progression from history (Hisstory; God’s story), to “My
story” toward “Our story” as a
people of God in this
congregation.
As I walked around the room I
could hear the energy rise as people
realized they were doing something very
significant in our journey toward who we
are as a congregation and what kind of
leadership we seek in a Rector. A new
Rector was a very important issue, as was to
be expected. The most discussed issue for
those who participated, however, was
attracting young families with children.
Youth was a big topic. This issue was not a
surprise and I have scheduled a meeting on
Sunday August 26 to meet with parents in
the parish who have children still at home.
Other significant issues were the state of
the parish hall, finances, Day School,
attendance, caring for current members,
faithfulness to our church, and spirituality.
The topic of homosexuality and same sex
unions was also discussed. Our purpose
was not to do problem solving. Our purpose
was to listen for issues and set up a plan and

program to address these issues during the
transitional time.
It was exciting to look around the room
as people stood under pictures of rectors
that were active when each person
came to St. Thomas. Of the 16
rectors, 11 of those rectors were
represented.
We, the Transition Team
and myself, will be processing
these issues and in the coming
months engage the parish in
discussing, evaluating and
producing appropriate
responses, or programs, to
address these issues. It is my
hope that those who could not
participate in our first event will be
able to attend future events. There will
soon be a parish wide survey to help in this
process. I ask that all participate. The
survey will be mailed to each household and
will also be available on our website for
downloading.
Continued on Page 2...
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Interim Rector’s Report

ECW
The ECW begins its fall season this
month with several meetings and
programs:

Other Notes
We welcomed Carlos Valencia into
the life of our parish on Sunday August
19th. Carlos comes to us from Bokata,
Columbia. He will be teaching Spanish
at Reidsville High School. Carlos is a
participant in the Visiting International
Faculty Program (VIF). Dot
Ferneyhough will be offering him
shelter and invite all of us to embrace
Carlos and have him for dinners. Carlos
leaves a wife and two children in
Bokata. He could use our support and
hospitality.
Our Day School struggles with
enrollment this year. A special gift was
offered by one of our members, Lionel
Cooke - in honor of his wife “Maggie”,
to support our teachers and to encourage
the solicitation of minority children who
could not otherwise take advantage of
our excellent school program for 3 and 4
year olds.
On Thursday August 23, 2007, I
offered the Burial Office for Richard
Ames, a member of our parish and the
father of Elizabeth Pugh. May God
receive Richard unto Himself and as a
parish may we offer our prayers of
comfort and actions of support to
Richard’s family.

Tuesday September 4 - ECW
Executive Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
in the Vestry Room.
Sunday September 9 - General
Meeting in the Parish House following
the 11:00 a.m. Family Service. This will
be an opportunity to learn more about
our Prayer Shawl Ministry.
Wednesday September 12 Morning Chapter Meeting at Marian
Safriet’s home, Dot Trent, program.
Be sure that your calendar is also
marked for the annual Fall Flea and
Luncheon on Friday October 26.

Men’s Club
The next Men’s Club meeting will be
Thursday, September 6th at 6:30 pm to
finalize plans for the ShrimpFest on
Saturday September 15.

our donation toward the Sexton’s salary,
our contributions to the Day School to
help offset the cost of the new
playground equipment, etc., and any
other needs that may come to the
Tickets, $13.00 per person or $35.00 attention of the Men’s Club.
per family with 2 or more children, are
available from any member of the
Men’s Club.

St. Thomas is a blessing and a
Proceeds from this annual fundraiser
priest’s dream. There is more work than will be used to fund the Youth Group,
I can do and a wonderful large group of
church members to help us be a faithful
church for God and for each other. We
Sunday School Kickoff
are blessed! Let us bless the Lord!
HGB+

September 9
9:45 a.m.
Classes for
Children and Adults

See “Christian Education”
on page 7
for more information.
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Something Old, Something New
by Don Gwarek
Schisms and splits are nothing new
and certainly not uncommon to our
denomination. After all the Church of
England split from the Roman Catholic
Church, the Methodists split from the
Church of England as did the Episcopal
Church. And many churches have left
the Episcopal denomination, to worship
as Anglicans, in a way they feel is more
in keeping with the faith practiced by
the original Church of England. I
recently counted 70 such churches or
groups of churches on the internet.
They are Anglican in nature but not in
communion with the See of Canterbury.
And so recently, a number of
churches throughout the United States
have left our communion for various
reasons but mainly because what they
feel are “liberal or revisionist policies”
of the Episcopal Church.
These
churches are unquestionably
conservative in nature. For instance,
after the Truro Church in Virginia broke
away from the Diocese of Virginia, a
news article cited the majority of the
members of the church as being upset
when women were ordained as priests,
and the election of Gene Robinson, an
openly gay priest to be a bishop, as well
as the election of The Rt. Rev. Katherine
Jefferts – Schori to be our Primate.
These breakaway churches have
allied themselves with CANA, The
Convocation of Anglicans in North
America. And that is what is
uncommon. CANA, you see, is a
mission established by the Church of
Nigeria and it’s leader, the Rt. Rev. Peter
J. Akinola, a man whose followers
characterize him as brilliant and
influential. His opponents, however,
call him an extremist. Some even call
him evil.
So who is this guy and what kind of
message is he preaching that American
churches want to join him?

Primate of The Church of Nigeria, the
second largest national Anglican church
in the world, with 18.5 million
congregants. He is married and has six
children. In his youth, he had to leave
school early but he learned carpentry,
worked hard, and by the age of twenty
he had a successful furniture business.
He obtained his high school diploma
through distance learning then studied
at a Nigerian Anglican seminary and
was ordained to the priesthood in the
Anglican Church of Nigeria. He also
did further studies at the Virginia
Theological Seminary. Akinola is
considered a “low church evangelical”
who stated that “if a church is not
evangelizing, it is like dead fire.
Indeed, he emphasizes the Bible and the
teaching of the Apostles. In the city of
Abuja he has built a strong Anglican
presence from nothing and instituted
many projects to benefit the people of
Nigeria such as establishing schools and
hospitals.
Those are the good things he has
done. But there is also a dark side to his
teaching.
The Reverend Akinola’s message
is filled with hate towards homosexuals.
He has stated, “to opine that, unknown
to humans, God had hitherto created
some people to be homosexuals and
lesbians is tantamount to creating God
in our own image and introducing a
cancerous element into the fabric of the
African understanding of marriage and
family.” He has publicly defended
Nigerian legislation that criminalizes
Gay organizations and makes activity
such as publicity, procession, public
show of same sex amorous affection
punishable by up to five years
imprisonment. He had threatened to
withdraw the Nigerian Anglican Church
from the Anglican Communion if the
Reverend Gene Robinson was elected
Bishop of New Hampshire.

proclaimed to be a “cancer” that should
be excised from the worldwide
Anglican Communion. He has taken a
firm stand against what he considers
revisionist or progressive
interpretations of the Bible such as the
ordination of non-celibate homosexuals
and same sex blessings in the church.
And at a recent gathering of Primates in
Tanzania, he refused to take
Communion with Episcopal Primate,
Katherine Jefferts-Schori. Primates
allied with Akinola demanded a
commitment not to authorize same sex
blessings or consecrate any more gay
bishops and set a deadline of September
30th for a pastoral scheme to be set up.
And what do U.S. Bishops think of
the demand? They said, “it harks back
to a period of colonialism from which
the Episcopal Church was liberated. It
replaces local rule with a curial model.”
So will the Episcopal Church be
expelled from the Anglican
Communion per the wishes of Bishop
Akinola? Personally I don’t think so.
Doing so would plunge the worldwide
Anglican Communion into a financial
crisis because so much of the central
administration and overseas aid is
bankrolled by Americans. Although
American Episcopalians number only
2.3 million among the 77 million
Anglicans worldwide, we finance up to
one-third of the Communion’s total
international budget. Would they want
to risk losing that? I don’t think so.
And how about all the property of the
churches that have left the American
Episcopal Church to join CANA.
Would that go to Nigeria? Actually the
property belongs to the Diocese of the
churches that have left and that matter is
one for the courts to decide.
My feeling for what it’s worth is that
God must be shaking His head in
wonder at the whole sorry affair.

His anger is especially focused on
Well for starters, the 63 year old
Archbishop is the Bishop of Abuja and the Episcopal Church which he has
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Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, Senior Warden
Meeting date August 20, 2007
Bob Watt gave a presentation on St.
Thomas' Endowment Fund. Begun in
1997, the Fund is administered by a five
person board.
There is currently
$60,000 in the Endowment Fund.
Monies generated from this fund are
used in the following manner: 25% to
Outreach; 25% for Capital
Improvement and 50% for the
Operating Budget.

at the high school and was looking for a
place to stay. Jeanne reported that Dot
Ferneyhough had agreed to provide a
room for Carlos. Jeanne recognized
Bill Sutton for finishing the painting of
the nursery, Kris and Anne Rogers and
for volunteering his time to renovate the
Parish House bathrooms, and Freda
Watt for working on nursery curtains.

Junior Warden Tom Ham reported
that mulch has been placed around the
Wagoner Memorial Bench and
The Vestry approved the Treasurer's landscaping is underway. Painter Steve
Report. Richard Piazza received McCollum has been hired to paint the
approval from the Vestry to purchase a church facilities. New tile floors have
short term CD to get a better interest rate been put down in the Parish House
than St. Thomas' checking account bathrooms. Tom asked Vestry members
provides. He said that the printer in the to look at carpet samples he is
office has been replaced by a more considering for replacing carpet in the
efficient one.
following areas: parlor, choir room, and
hallways. Tom reported that he is
The Vestry voted to accept Lionel receiving bids for replacing the phone
Cooke's gift of $5000 to the Episcopal system at the church. Tom is also
Day School Board. Half of this working on a job description for the
contribution is to be used for cleaning of the church facilities.
scholarship money for minority
Commission Reports
children and half to be used at the
discretion of the EDS Board.
· Christian Education-Jim
The Vestry voted to reduce the rent McCloskey said there will be a meeting
paid by the Episcopal Day School to with parents of school age children on
$25.00 per month beginning in Sunday,August 26th at 3:00 pm.
September and ending June 2008, at
which time the rent should be reviewed.
· Pastoral Care-Don Gwarek
reported that the ladies of the ECW
M a r t h a B a l s l e y , Ve s t r y provided a reception in the Pipkin Parlor
representative to the Day School Board following the memorial service for
presented the calendar for the upcoming David Sizemore.
Lay Eucharistic
school year. Currently only five Ministers Kris Rogers and Don
children have registered for this year. A Gwarek visited three shut-in members
sign has been placed in the church yard of the parish and administered seven
and ads ran in the Reidsville Review home Communions.
Two prayer
advertising the school.
shawls and one lap rug made by Parker
Graham were given to the shut-ins.
In the Senior Warden's Report Musical entertainment was provided for
Jeanne Horsley reported on a the shut-ins on August 5th. Four tapes of
conversation with Dick Austin, a fellow the 11 o'clock Family Service are being
Episcopalian from Tennessee, who was provided for shut-ins each week.
helping Carlos Valencia.
Carlos is moving from Bogotá,
Columbia to Reidsville to teach Spanish
4

· Long Range Planning-Jim
McCloskey It was suggested that Jim
get an artist's rendering of a possible
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new Parish Hall and submit it to the
parish to get interest in replacing the
current Parish Hall
In Old Business
· In response to a letter from the
Department of Finance for the
Diocesan Council the Vestry voted to
approve the full 2008 share
commitment recommended by the
Diocese for St. Thomas. This share of
the Budget for the Mission and Ministry
of the Diocese is based on calculations
using the 2004-2006 Parochial Reports
from St. Thomas. St. Thomas' share for
2008 is $23,286.
· The Vestry voted to approve Bob
Watt and Bill Sutton as delegates to the
Annual Diocesan Convention. Martha
Balsley and Philip Dalton agreed to
serve as alternates.
· No names have been submitted for
new Vestry members and the Vestry set
October 15 as the deadline for Vestry
nominations.

Linens - We Need Linens!
Please look and see if you have any
placemats,
napkins or
towels you
would like
to donate to
the altar
guild to be
made into
altar linens.
Thanks so much!
Suzanne & Patricia

ShrimpFest 2007

$13.00 per person

$35.00 per family
with 2 or more children

All-You-Can-Eat!
Saturday September 15 - 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.
See any member of the Men’s Club for tickets

September’s Health Tip
I t ' s
shrimpfest
and fall
luncheon
time again.
Where did
the summer
g
o
?
However,
there is
nothing to do
but buckle
down and
get ready for our annual church projects.

cutting vegetables, fruits, bread, and degrees. Hot food should be kept above
anything else we cut in the kitchen. 140 degrees to prevent bacteria growth.
Store it in a preheated, warm oven.
It is very important cook food to the
proper temperature. Turkey and chicken
To defrost food, use the refrigerator
should reach an internal temperature of or cold water that is changed every
165 degrees: raw ham, 160; and fully thirty minutes. Never defrost food on
cooked ham, 140. Shrimp should be the kitchen counter. Likewise, food
cooked until they turn red and they are should be marinated in the refrigerator.
completely opaque. Never partially Marinade should be discarded, not used
cook these items to be finished later. again.
That is an invitation to unhealthful bugs
that can wreak havoc in the human
Remember: Clean, separate, check
d i g e s t i v e
s y s t e m . temperatures, and store properly!

Since we'll be preparing food for the
public, we need to be extra careful about
how sanitary we keep the food, our
kitchens, and ourselves. To prevent
foodborne illness, we should
thoroughly wash our hands and all
kitchen surfaces with soap and warm to
hot water. Dish clothes and sponges just
spread bacteria around if they have been
used before, so clean paper towels are
much safer. "Separation" is a key word.
Meat, poultry and fish should be
separated in the shopping cart, the
refrigerator, and on the cutting board.
Everyone should have a cutting board
for these items that is not used for

Bacteria multiply quickly when the
temperature is between 40 and 140
degrees. Chill food as quickly as
possible after cooking. Divide large
pieces of meat and poultry into smaller
packaging to cool it more quickly.
Soups and stews should be stored in
shallow containers to speed up cooling.
Placing containers in an ice bath will
also cool the soup quickly.

Health Ministry Task Force
SOURCE: "Cooking for Groups: A
volunteer's Guide to Food Safety"
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Keep cold foods cold and hot foods
hot. The refrigerator should always be
kept below 40 degrees. If the frig is too
crowded, it is probably warmer than
that. Freezers should be below 0

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Episcopal Day School Preschool
Dear Friends of
EDS,
It’s hard to
believe but when
you get this issue of
Tidings school will be just about to start.
The summer has flown by so quickly.
We hope everyone was able to stay cool
during these record breaking high
temperatures!
Open House will be held on
Sunday, August 26th and we will start
school on September 4th. You are all
welcome to come and see the classroom
and meet the teachers, parents, students,
and board members. We currently have
openings available so if you or someone
you know is interested, please see
Jenny in the office or one of the teachers
for an information packet.

YOU MUST RE-REGISTER EACH
YEAR AND IT’S TIME TO DO THAT
AGAIN. To register you can fill out the
information sheet that will soon be in
the Sunday bulletin or call Edie at 3426223 and give her your name, MVP card
number (including the two little
numbers at the left and right of the larger
numbers) and phone number and she
will register it for you. Registering your
card does not affect your savings at the
grocery store - the money is a donation
from Food Lion. Thanks to those of you
who have already registered your card!

October 3 - Tim Talley Pictures Weather Permitting
October 10 - RAINDATE for
pictures
October 31 (Wed.) - Halloween
Party

th

December 20 (Thurs.) Christmas Party
December 21 - January 6 Christmas & New Year Break

1) BOXTOPS
We are still collecting the boxtops
from General Mills products. They
look like this:
3)

January 7, 2008 Return to school
st
January 21 - Martin Luther
King, Jr. Holiday - no school

MUM SALE

We will be starting our annual mum
sale shortly after school starts. More
information will follow soon in your
Each boxtop is worth .10 cents. All bulletin. These will be the same high
you have to do is cut them off your quality, beautiful mums that we order
products, bring them to the drop box in directly from the nursery. They are a
the parish house and we’ll send them off great buy and make wonderful gifts
– it’s that easy.
even if you’re not a “green thumb”.

February 14th (Thurs.) Valentine Party
Program/Raffle - TBA
March 20 (Thurs.) - Easter Party
March 21 - 31 - Easter Break

Ms. Edie

April 1 (Tues.) - Return to
school

Food Lion donates a percentage of
the money you spend when you register
your MVP card with us. We are already
receiving occasional checks for those
already enrolled. DON’T FORGET
6

September 4 (Tues) - First day
of Preschool

November 20 (Tues) Thanksgiving Party
November 21 - 25 Thanksgiving Break
November 26 (Mon) - Return to
school

You can help us with our fundraising this year in several ways.

2) F O O D L I O N S H O P &
SHARE

2007-2008
Calendar

May 22 - Last day of school &
End of Year Party

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Youth Mission Trip - Summerville, SC - July 8-14, 2007
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham and The Rev. Bob Cook

Christian Education
Sunday School Kickoff is
September 9th at 9:45 am. There will
be classes for children and adults.
Also, there will be a meeting of the
Christian Education Commission on
Sunday September 16 at 1:00pm.

We have the "Good
News" about St.
Thomas' 2007-2008
Christian Ed program
t h i s y e a r ! We ' v e
selected "Living the
Good News", an
Episcopal Sunday
School program that we're all excited
about. This curriculum provides up-todate CE resources based on the ancient
cycle of Bible readings known as "the
lectionary". Our younger children will
now be developing and exploring their
faith using age appropriate themes
based on the same biblical readings as
those used at St. Thomas' main services.
We've also ordered two other
important parts of this program:
"Singing the Good News", a songbook
of original and easy to learn songs kids
will love to sing (get ready Don
Gwarek); and "At Home with the Good
News", a convenient take-home aid for
parents to connect with their children
spiritually.
While this is the first time our church
will use this program, "Living the Good
News" has been serving Episcopal
churches for close to 30 years.
We, the Christian Education
Commission, the Vestry and Father
Howard all encourage you to let your
loved ones fully participate in all of this
year’s opportunities. And invite and
bring a friend! Christian outreach
begins with your first step out the door.
"Make a friend, be a friend, bring a
friend to Jesus" (and St. Thomas!).
Jim McCloskey

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Lemonade Help Needed

Lemonade
on the Lawn!
Sundays
following the
11:00 a.m.
Family Service

Thoughts on Stewardship
This past Sunday we began the
process to determine the path St.
Thomas will take in the next several
years. Our interim rector, Howard
Backus, led over forty of us in an
exercise in which we were asked to trace
our history with this parish. We talked
about what led us to come to this church
and issues that need to be resolved as we
move forward. This is the first of
several exercises we will do as we begin
the process of deciding our particular
ministry in Reidsville and our place in
God’s kingdom.
The important part of all of this is
that all will have a voice in shaping our
future. Of course, there will be different
viewpoints but if we do not participate,
the ideas and inspiration that might have
been contributed will never be known.
As a member of the transition team, I

Planning Ahead... Free Clinic Fundraiser

September 16 – Jim McCloskey

Dainty white flakes drifting like
crystals from a gray sky?.glistening ice
September 23 – Polly Yeago
cycles?.the stillness of a snow covered
earth. With hazy skies and a blistering
September 30 – Carson Dawson
heat index of 105 degrees, it seems
impossible to think of anything but the
reprieve of air conditioning and a glass
Please see or call Martha Balsley, of chilled lemonade! The Free Clinic of
349-3638, to sign up.
Rockingham County, Inc. is currently
turning visions of a winter wonderland
into reality with the creation of The
Snow Flake Ball, an elegant gala to
benefit their worthy mission of
providing basic medical, dental, and
pharmacy care to the working citizens
of Rockingham County who are without
Remember: old cell phones, ink jet any form of health insurance.
and laser cartridges which keep our
To ensure that its ministry to the
environment cleaner and bring some working poor is a mainstay in our
funds to our youth.
county, we ask for your support of this
Boxes for
magnificent charitable event that will
recycling can be
unite all philanthropic sectors of our
found in the
county. The elegance and splendor of
narthex of the
The Snow Flake Ball will unfold at
church, the parish
Chinqua Penn Plantation, a proud
hall, and the choir
sponsor of the event, on February 23,
room.
2008 from 7 to 11 o’clock in the

Recycling Reminder
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Fortunately, I feel that St. Thomas is
in a healthy place. There are some
things we cannot control and some
things we may want to change. But
above all, we need to remember that as a
parish family we have new
opportunities to continue to affect the
lives of those around us in our
community and beyond.
Tom Balsley

September 2 – Carson Dawson
September 9 – Open

think it is essential that all members take
part in these meetings. As Howard
expressed to several of us, we don’t
want to bring in someone who thinks St.
Thomas is headed in a definite direction
when, in fact, the majority of the
congregation thinks otherwise. We will
have to work together, be respectful of
other’s thoughts and wishes, and make
real efforts to keep open all lines of
communication.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

evening. We are currently seeing silent
auction donations (ex. beach condos,
mountain homes, ACC basketball
tickets, special services, a registered
AKC puppy, etc.) that will be bid on at
the Ball. In addition, if you would like
to meet new people and have a hand in
the creation of this first time event,
please join one of the numerous
planning committees (tickets, public
relations, decorations, invitations,
sponsorships, food and beverage, silent
auction). We promise minimal meetings
and lots of fun! For more information or
to make a silent auction donation, please
contact The Clinic at 349-3220 ext. 302.
Remember to save February 23,
2008 on your calendar for an evening of
grand food, dancing to an 18 piece
swing band, and a spectacular silent
auction with all proceeds benefiting the
deserving patients of The Free Clinic of
Rockingham County, Inc. Let it snow!
Leslie A. Deaton, Executive Director
The Free Clinic of Rockingham
County, Inc.

Musical notes from

Ed
Something Old, Something New
I have been looking through the 2007
Hymn Blast list recently, choosing
hymns from that list for some of our
worship hymns. (By the way, “HB” in
the worship bulletin means Hymn
Blast.) In the past, I seem to remember
the majority of Hymn Blast hymns
being well-known, popular hymns, with
a few being new ones to the group. This
year I see about half of the hymns are
ones we really don't sing much at all.
I've begun sorting through these with
the choir, and we will bring them to you
as we get them ready. There are some
wonderful texts and tunes, and we will
enjoy getting many of these moving
toward mainstream usage. So these are
“old” hymns to some, and “new” hymns
to others.

An example is the hymn “It Is Well
with My Soul”, one of this year's writeins and a favorite of mine as well. The
author penned the words at sea shortly
after learning of the death of his
daughters on an earlier ocean voyage.
The tune, VILLE DU HAVRE, was
named after the ship on which the girls
had been sailing and was written
specifically for the text. The message of
the hymn is that whatever happens, for
good or for ill, God is with us, taking
care of us.
“It Is Well with My Soul” is but one
of about a dozen hymns we will
“discover” together in coming months.
Choir members are bringing more, and I
find new texts and tunes on a regular
basis as well. My joy in church music is
experiencing the words of the good
news of God's love paired with tunes
which help to communicate that

message. My prayer is that you will
share in that joy as well.
We will have an additional
opportunity to share with other
Christians in our community in a Unity
Service on Sunday, September 9, at 7:00
P. M. at First Baptist Church on
Hubbard Street. Singers interested in
singing in a Massed Choir will meet to
rehearse at 6:00 P. M. That large choir
will sing three pieces, and some of the
area church choirs will sing as well.
Enjoy your old favorites, and listen
for songs which can become new
favorites. Thank God for steadfast love.
And, once again, thank you for all you
are to me.
Ed Spencer

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the midst of a
life challenge so they don't have to walk through the valley alone.
Come with me to a third grade
classroom.....
There is a nine-year-old kid sitting at
his desk and all of a sudden, there is a
puddle between his feet and the front of
his pants are wet. He thinks his heart is
going to stop because he cannot
possibly imagine how this has
happened. It's never happened before,
and he knows that when the boys find
out he will never hear the end of it.
When the girls find out, they'll never
speak to him again as long as he lives.
The boy believes his heart is going to
stop; he puts his head down and prays
this prayer, "Dear God, this is an
emergency! I need help now! Five
minutes from now I'm dead meat." He

looks up from his prayer and here comes
the teacher with a look in her eyes that
says he has been discovered.
As the teacher is walking toward
him, a classmate named Susie is
carrying a goldfish bowl that is filled
with water. Susie trips in front of the
teacher and inexplicably dumps the
bowl of water in the boy's lap.
The boy pretends to be angry, but all
the while is saying to himself, "Thank
you, Lord! Thank you, Lord!”
Now all of a sudden, instead of being
the object of ridicule, the boy is the
object of sympathy. The teacher rushes
him downstairs and gives him gym
shorts to put on while his pants dry out.
All the other children are on their hands
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and knees cleaning up around his desk.
The sympathy is wonderful. But as
life would have it, the ridicule that
should have been his has been
transferred to someone else - Susie.
She tries to help, but they tell her to get
out. You've done enough, you klutz!"
Finally, at the end of the day, as they
are waiting for the bus, the boy walks
over to Susie and whispers, "You did
that on purpose, didn't you?" Susie
whispers back, "I wet my pants once
too."
You too may be going through tough
times right now, but God is always there
for you. Stephen ministers are too.
When you are ready to talk, we are ready
to listen.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Upcoming Diocesan Events

Still looking for volunteers to serve
as:
Members of the Vestry in 2008.
Contact the nominating committee,
Phillip Dalton, Jim McCloskey and
Tommy Thorn, if you would be
interested in serving on the Vestry.
“Conversations with the Bishop”
Talking about the Primates Communique’ and the Anglican Communion
September 10: All Saint’s Church, Greensboro, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Part of a series of meetings being held in response to the Presiding Bishop’s
request that Bishops hold conversations in their dioceses about a theology study
recently published by the House of Bishops. The study can be accessed at
www.collegeforbishops.org

Remember...
to pay your pledge
during the coming months.

“The Magnetic Church Conference”
September 28 - September 29, 2007
The Church of the Good Shepherd, Rocky Mount
This conference on equipping your church to help attract, welcome, and
retain new members is presented by Andrew D. Weeks.
www.goodshepherdrmt.org

www.episdionc.org
EYC News
We will be having a "kick off party" sometime in early September.
Details will follow in a mailing.
Elisabeth

“Fill The Tub” Outreach Conversational Spanish resumes September13
Please help us "Fill the Tub" for the
Our Conversational Spanish class
Reidsville Outreach Center. Items will resume on Thursday evening
requested for
September 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the Vestry
September:
Room.
If you thought about joining us last
year but didn’t, this will be your
opportunity to catch up. We’ll begin the
first
few classes this season with a brief
The tub is located in the narthex of the
review
of what was covered last year.
church. Thank you for your help with
this vital ministry!

Boost
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Last year the class also indicated an
interest in learning more about the
history and culture of our neighbors to
the south so the remainder of the hour
the first few weeks will be an overview
of the rich and tumultuous history of
Mexico.
Hasta el 13 de septiembre!
“Juan” Bullock

Parish Register

Where Two or Three are

To keep your directory up-to-date, please make note of these
changes:

Gathered Together...
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
55

August 5
8:30 a.m.
10th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

12
42

August 12
8:30 a.m.
11th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

12
54

August 19
8:30 a.m.
12th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m

15
61

August 26
8:30 a.m.
13th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

10
51

July 29
9th Sunday after Pentecost

Mr. James McHugh
241 Field Avenue
Athens GA 30606-3679
Jessica Rivers & Jeffrey Hardin
(Isabella & Garen)
1177 S. Bristol Drive
Lititz, PA 17543
Mr. David Zoernig
23139 Kingfisher Drive
Fort Mill SC 29707

ish
Par
r
iste
Re g

In Memory
Please pray for the repose of the
soul of

Dr. Richard Ames

Knit or Crochet?

August 19, 2007

Do you like to knit or crochet? Would
you like to learn how to knit or crochet?
Join us on September 9th following the 11
o'clock service for the General ECW
Meeting to learn about Prayer Shawl Ministry.

May light perpetual shine upon him.

After this meeting, look for more information about this
ministry in the next issue of Tidings.

Pledge Report
July 2007

Year To Date

Total Revenue

$ 11,734.00

$ 69,581.10

Total Operations Expenses

$ 16,605.35

$ 77,567.51

- $ 4,871.35

- $ 7,986.41

Difference

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Youth Leader • Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Nursery Attendant

• Sexton
Carol Pruitt

349-3511

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Director of Christian Education
dce@stthomasreidsville.org
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

• ECW Marian Safriet 342-1552
Dot Trent 349-3179
• Men’s Club Tommy Thorn 616-0800
tthorne@triad.rr.com
Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Treasurer Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Pledge Treasurer Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

