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The Transition Team

ost churches view the
time between the
resignation of one pastor
and the call of another as
unproductive, fallow
time. Some feel it is
wasted time, others feel it is a time to
save money and increase reserves.
Others fear the congregation will
lose members or dollars. Still
others are in a rush to call a new
Rector as quickly as possible
so things can return to normal.
Significant studies of
hundreds of interim
congregations over the past
twenty years are now showing
that the interim between pastors can
be an important time in congregational
life. Neil Chafin, an experienced consultant
to congregations says, “The way a
congregation chooses to use its interim time
will shape congregational growth, identity,
and health for years to come. We also know
that what is done in the interim time really
determines whether the new minister and
congregation will form a solid ministry
team.”
Expectations of ministers and churches
vary enormously. Membership in many
churches is either level or decreasing.
Many congregations are unsure of their
future. Each congregation differs on
expectations for the church. The interim is
the best time to talk about and clarify these
hopes and questions about church life.
That is why I am here. This is also why I

am recruiting a Transition Team. These are
the ones who will help me engage the
congregation in self-study, planning for the
future, and recognizing the gap between
hopes and reality, expectations and God’s
call to this congregation. This
Transition Team will be a group of
church members that are trusted,
spiritually wise leaders who are
representative of the entire
congregation and are selected
by the congregation to guide
the transition process. They
will design a process and
engage the congregation in the
process of congregational
development.
The first task will be to look at
our history as a congregation. They
will help us celebrate our past, deal
with any grief or unresolved tensions, and
look to the future with new and renewed
vision and mission. This group will then
turn their work over to the Vestry and a
search committee will be chosen to match
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The Transition Team
expectations of the congregation and
abilities of your new rector. Stay tuned
and be prepared to attend all functions
created by the Transition Team so that
all who choose will have input in our
tomorrow. I look forward to this
challenge together.
HGB+

A Father’s Day Remembrance
by Martha Balsley
Coaxing an elderly parent to leave
the safe harbor of his home in order to
enter the uncharted waters of an
assisted-living facility is one of the
hardest things an adult child must do,
but it allowed me to encounter one of the
most selfless acts of love I have ever
seen.

Hospital Information

My sister and I found ourselves in
just such a position in the summer of
Stronger privacy laws have been 1997. Our mother had died the previous
enacted to protect individual privacy. I year, and it was only then that we
applaud this. However, when someone discovered our father’s failing mental
is in the hospital their clergy cannot find ability, which had been overshadowed
that out without assistance. If you are by her declining health.
planning to be in the hospital or know of
Finally, we decided that the safest,
someone who is or will be in the hospital
most
loving thing for him was to find a
let us know. Ask them if they would like
competent
assisted-living facility.
a visit and then call and let me know.
After
negotiations
with the facility,
Visiting with you in the hospital is a
moving
day
arrived.
We tried to sell
privileged and humble part of being a
Dad
on
the
place:
“Look,
Dad, you’ll
priest. Call the office and leave a
message. It is the only way for me to just love this sun porch!” “Oh, a bigscreen tv; you can watch all the State
know. Call 336-349-3511.
HGB+ games.”

As the long day came to an end, my
sister and I were faced with leaving our
father for his first night alone in the
facility. My sister, dreading an overemotional farewell, gave my father a
breezy kiss and zipped off. I will have
to admit that my first thought of that
action was “the little fink.”
I myself had to return to my home in
Reidsville, an hour and a half drive after
dark in the rain. I blurted out, “Oh,
Daddy, I hate to leave you tonight.” My
father put his arms around me and
replied, “Don’t worry about me; I’m
worried about you. Let’s pray.” And as
he held me, he prayed that I would have
a safe trip back to Reidsville.
His unselfish reaction, his concern
for me and not for himself, will remain
one of the most precious memories of
my life.

Parish-Wide Work Day - Saturday May 19, 2007
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham
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A Word of Thanks
by Don Gwarek
Last month I had the pleasure of
representing St. Thomas at the Stephen
Series Leaders Training Course in St.
Louis, Missouri. I was one of 409 lay
people and pastors that came from 41
states and 3 Canadian provinces to
attend the 50 hour course.

be having family problems or are lonely.
You may be recently retired, have health
problems, or are depressed. Maybe you
are just angry at God.

Things like that can happen to
anyone and sometimes we are reluctant
to admit it. At one time or another
Let me refresh your memory a little we’ve all said something like, “maybe
bit about the Stephens Ministry.
if I just tough this out for a little while
it’ll go away.” This may work for some
In 1975, Dr. Kenneth C Haugk, a people, but unfortunately for many
pastor and clinical psychologist, started others the pain lingers and could soon
the ministry to meet the needs for care in become unbearable.
his congregation. It was so successful
that soon other congregations became
A Stephen Minister can help bear
interested and a great organization was your burden.
born.
Now a Stephen Minister is not a
How successful? Well, since it healer nor are they a replacement for a
began 32 years ago, 9635 congregations pastor or a doctor. They are not
from over 150 Christian denominations counselors, therapists, or social
have become involved in the Stephens workers. They are not cure-givers.
Ministry. They come from all 50 states,
9 Canadian provinces and 21 other
Well, you might ask. If they are none
countries. To date, over 450,000 of those things, what good are they and
Stephen Ministers and 51,293 Leaders how do they expect to help me?
have been trained and 1,125,000 people
A Stephen Minister is a trained
helped by the program.
Christian caregiver who is trustworthy,
I know I’m throwing a lot of compassionate and full of faith . . . a
numbers at you, but get this! I asked one non-judgmental, confidential friend
lady, who was from a Catholic church in when you need one . . . and above all a
Dallas, Texas, how many Stephen good listener. And just because they are
Ministers she had at her church. “120,” good listeners don’t think that if you tell
she replied. “Holy cow,” I exclaimed. them something by next Sunday it
“How many people do you have in your would soon be all over the parish.
c o n g r e g a t i o n ? ” “ 1 5 , 5 0 0 , ” s h e Remember I said that they were a
answered. “And we picked up 2000 confidential friend? Anything that is
more on Easter Sunday.” Whew!
said to a Stephen Minister remains with
them.
Even though they have a big church
you may wonder why do they need so
So okay! I’ve told you about the
many Stephen Ministers.
Stephen’s Ministry but I haven’t told
you why I was sent to St. Louis and what
As you well know, life is not always I hope to accomplish for St. Thomas
a bowl of cherries. Sometimes when we with the knowledge I gained there.
least expect it, you’re dealt a blow that
you may wonder if you can ever recover
My first goal will be to create a
from. You may have lost your spouse or greater understanding of the Stephen’s
a job. You may be a long time care- ministry in our parish. I also hope to
giver who is overwhelmed by the expand the number of Stephen
burden that you are bearing. You may Ministers in our parish and introduce the
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ministry to other area congregations as
well. Hopefully this ministry will
extend outside our parish to other areas
such as nursing homes, hospitals, or
retirement homes as the need arises. In
order to do this I will be recruiting and
training volunteers.
I think you would make a great
volunteer. This ministry is about Christ
caring for people through people . . .
people like you. Everyone I have ever
met at St Thomas seems to exhibit all of
the necessary traits for this ministry
every day . . . traits such as love for your
neighbor, compassion and empathy
when they are in pain.
But even if you feel like you cannot
volunteer at this time, you can still be a
great help to the ministry by helping to
refer those in need to us. You see, as a
friend, family member or neighbor you
come in daily contact with people that
may be in distress but don’t know about
our program. Suggest to them that we
might be able to help and for them to call
the church. Believe me, they will thank
you for it.
Wow! Here I am thanking you for
sending me to St. Louis and in the same
breath asking you for more help.
If you are interested in helping with
this wonderful ministry, please call the
church office or me, Don Gwarek at
349-5074 or e-mail me at
dgwarek@bellsouth.net.
Thanks again.
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Sunday School Church-Wide Picnic, Sunday May 20
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey
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Episcopal Day School
By the time you
receive this
newsletter, we will
have finished up
our last month at
EDS. The year has
flown by! We celebrated the nice
weather by taking a field trip to
Graystone Farm where the children rode
the horses, played on the playground
and learned some interesting facts about
taking care of horses. The kids had a
great time! Our End of Year party was
held at Lake Reidsville, where the
children were presented their Preschool
Diplomas.

We want to wish the following Tops. We’ll have the collection box
graduating students all the best in their outside the classroom over the summer.
upcoming Kindergarten year:
Just drop them in anytime.
Victoria Grace Cook
Isabella Harden
Colby Johnson
Alden Kolessar
Benny Leasure
Spencer McCollum
Hannah North
Anna Thomas

Sincerely,
Ms. Jeanette and Ms. Edie

Thanks to everyone at St. Thomas’
for your support again this year. Please
keep saving your General Mills Box

June’s Health Tip
Some of us remember slathering our
bikini clad bodies with baby oil and lying
in the sun for
hours until
we were
lobster red.
Those days
are long ago,
but now is
pay back
t i m e .
Hopefully
we're all
d o i n g
weekly skin
c h e c k s
looking for changed moles or new spots
that might be melanoma or squamous cell
carcinoma.

Registration is still underway - see
Jenny in the office for an information
packet. We hope everyone has a great
and safe summer!

From the Bishop of NC

is cloudy! These are the rays that April 20, 2007
contribute to melanoma.
The sun can also make you look older.
Research shows that over a 12 week
period a UVA exposure of only 10
minutes daily can cause significant
damage resulting in premature wrinkling
and skin sagging. The average person
receives 14 hours of sun exposure
weekly.

The best UVA protection comes from
sunscreens containing Mexoryl
Helioplex, zinc oxide or avobenzone
(Parsol 1789). Most people don't apply
enough sunscreen. For example, a very
thin layer of SPF 30 sunscreen really only
gives the protection of SPF15. If you're
going out in shorts or a swimsuit, you
We all need to keep looking, but we should apply at least two tablespoons of
also should be protecting ourselves daily. sunscreen. Most sunscreens require 30
Even if you don't burn easily, you should minutes after application to be totally
be applying a SPF30 sunscreen every effective.
day! Dermatologists used to recommend
SPF15, but have found that the higher
All you boomers and everyone else
protection is really required even in the should be slathering on that sunscreen
winter.
every morning!

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320
Dear Friends,
Thank you very much for the kind
gift to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund.
This gift helps to make ministry happen,
as we strive to serve our Lord Jesus
Christ and the cause of the Kingdom.
Your willingness to host this event
shows the love of people who are
witnesses to the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
We bless your Name, O Lord,
because it has pleased you to enable
your servants to offer this gift for your
service. Remember them for good, and
grant that all who benefit from this gift
may show their thankfulness to you by
using it in accordance with your will,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
I remain,

The summer sun does cause more
burning because of UVB rays. However,
UVA rays are present during daylight
hours every day of the year-- even when it

Health Ministry Task Force

Your brother in Christ,
Source PREVENTION, June 2007
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+Michael B. Curry
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Children’s Christian Education
By Wanda Fields, DCE
The Sunday School Recognition and
picnic on May 20th brought to a close
our Sunday School program until
September. We really appreciate the
dedication of our children, youth,
parents, and leaders. Again, we would
like to thank the following for their
service this past year:
Sunday School:
Jim McCloskey - Lead Teacher
Alex Melchert - Assistant
Don Gwarek - Music
EYC:
Elizabeth Pugh
Oscar Macias
Gayle Ferguson
Richard Piazza
During the summer we will be
selecting curriculum, setting up Sunday
School and EYC rooms, and training
leaders. If you would like to join our
Sunday School or EYC team or if you
have suggestions for the Christian
Education program, please let me know.
Love and blessings,
Wanda

Vacation Bible School

May is the last month of a successful
Sunday School program year. Don
Gwarek led another wonderful musical
We will have a VBS planning Sunday, using the theme of Noah and his
meeting on Sunday, June 3rd at 12:30 ark. The message behind the songs was
pm for our Christian Ed Committee and the answer to the question: Why did
anyone who would like to help with Noah build the Ark? Because God told
Bible School. Please join us as we plan him so. We’re so grateful for Don’s
for stories, games, crafts, and participation this year. He’s added a new
refreshments. Extra hands are always dimension to the lives of our children.
needed. Also, please invite friends,
neighbors, and family ages 4 thru 5th
Then we had the remembrance of
grade to attend our VBS.
Mother’s Day and passed out pink
We are planning some very special carnations in honor of them.
things for the children. (How about a
visit from "Noah", some beautiful
The “Grand Finale” for the year was
chickens, and a talk from “Dr. Jay”
the Christian Education and EYC
about the care of animals.)
recognition Sunday, where Rev.
Backus gave out crosses and I awarded
Mark the following dates:
Sunday - 6/3/07 - 12:30 pm - each child by name with their
certificates. Then we hosted a Parish
Planning Meeting
covered dish picnic, and isn’t it a special
Friday - 6/15/07 - 5:30 - 7:30 pm - treat to be able to have fellowship in the
fresh air. What a great way to end the
VBS
school year!
Saturday - 6/16/07 - 10:00 am - 3:00
pm - VBS
I hope everyone is aware that this

Sunday School Church Wide Picnic - Sunday May 20

year’s Vacation Bible School is Friday
evening, June 15th and Saturday, June
16th. Our theme is “Heifer
International” and it will be a great
learning experience for us all. Please
make your plans to attend, as you are
able! We hope for a good turnout.
Lastly, while there is no Sunday
School during the summer, children thru
age 5 can enjoy fun activities in the
Nursery. Older children are encouraged
to attend the 11:00 am service with their
families.
Peace and Serenity to us all,
Jim McCloskey, Christian Ed

Photo courtesy of Jim McCloskey
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ECW & Men’s Club

Thoughts on Stewardship

The ECW recently made a donation
of $500.00 to the Men’s Club in
appreciation of their help with last
month’s Spring Flea and Bake Sale.
Both groups will take a break from
their meetings for the summer months.
Meetings will resume:

Our adult Sunday School class is so
fortunate to have had Tom Thorne and
Melinda Rice assume the leadership
roles for teaching us this past year. In
Tom Thorne’s class, we learned how
Benedict founded an order that helped
to change the social domination system
of his time and how his principles still
ECW: The next General Meeting apply to the chaos we sometimes find
will be held on Sunday September 9.
ourselves caught up in today. Joan
Chittister, a Benedictine nun, was the
Men’s Club: The next meeting, to principal focus of our study. Much like
being planning for the Shrimpfest, will the founder of her order, she is a
be on Thursday August 3.
Christian activist who speaks about
social justice, peace, and human rights
in our society. This study helped us
learn where we are able to make a
difference even though the social and
political order of the day may seem to
say it is impossible.

‘Tis once again
the Season!

Melinda Rice guided us through
Marcus Borg’s book The Heart of
Christianity. These sessions, in a

healthy way, enabled us to take a
discerning look at our own faith. We
were able to examine and discuss our
core beliefs and consider how we might
look at them in a different light. Even if
we disagreed with the author, and there
were times in which we did, I feel that
we all came away with; not only, a more
open and tolerant view of other opinions
of Christianity, but also, other world
religions as well.
It is often difficult to look at
traditional beliefs from a different point
of view. However, it is when our
thinking is challenged that growth
begins and we find ourselves stretched
to the fullest. These studies enabled us
to look carefully at our Christian values
and be made aware of what is essential
to living an authentic Christian life in
today’s world.
Tom Balsley

Lemonade
on the Lawn!
Sundays
following the
11:00 a.m.
Family Service
“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Needs requested for June:
Green beans
Pinto Beans
Cereal
Canned Fruit
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The only survivor of a shipwreck
was washed up on a small, uninhabited
island. He prayed feverishly for God to
rescue him. Every day he scanned the
horizon for help, but none seemed
forthcoming. Exhausted, he eventually
managed to build a little hut out of
driftwood to protect himself from the
elements, and to store his few
possessions.
One day, after scavenging for food,
he arrived home to find his little hut in
flames, with smoke rolling up to the sky.
He felt the worst had happened, and
everything was lost. He was stunned
with disbelief, grief, and anger. He cried
out, "God! How could you do this to
me?”
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Early the next day, he was awakened
by the sound of a ship approaching the
island! It had come to rescue him! "How
did you know I was here?" asked the
weary man of his rescuers. "We saw
your smoke signal," they replied.
The Moral of This Story:
It's easy to get discouraged when
things are going badly, but we shouldn't
lose heart, because God is at work in our
lives, even in the midst of our pain and
suffering. Remember that the next time
your little hut seems to be burning to the
ground. It just may be a smoke signal
that summons the Grace of God.
If your hut is on fire, a Stephen
Minister will be glad to help you douse
the flames.

Musical notes from

Outreach Center

Ed
Hymn Blast:

April 23, 2007
Dear Pastor and Members of St. Thomas
Episcopal Church,
It's that time of year again...

Summer
2007
Hymn
Blast
Do you have a favorite hymn that you haven't heard in a while, that
you just love to sing, or that you'd like us to learn?
Well...Hymn Blast 2007 is here and the last time we checked there are
well over 1000 hymns to choose from, counting all the hymnals we
have access to! Or if you've got one from another hymnal that you'd
like us to try, then bring it in and give it to Ed Spencer or any member
of the choir.
Jot down your choices here or on another sheet of paper and drop the
list into the offering plate. We'll do our best to see that your favorites
are heard, and hopefully, sung by everyone!

Requested by: _________________________________
1. Hymn # _________________________________

2. Hymn # _________________________________

3. Hymn # _________________________________
Thank you for your help! And thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

www.StThomasReidsville.org

We thank you for the generous
donation of 113 food items (146 lbs.)
during the month of March 2007
through your “fill your tub” food drive.
You are to be commended for your
continued efforts to help those in need.
As you may know, we feed
approximately 200 families weekly as
well as provide over $2000.00 per
month in heating assistance in kerosene,
wood or gas as well as assistance with
utility bills and medication.
Without your help and others like
you we would not be able to do this work
for “the least of these” as God has
commanded us to do. Luke 6:38
declares, “Give and it shall be given
unto you: pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over, shall men
give into your bosom. For with the same
measure that ye mete withal it shall be
measured unto you again.”
May God continue to bless you for
your generosity.
Sincerely,
Mary W. Neal
Executive Director
Reidsville Outreach Center

Recycling Reminder
Remember: old cell phones, ink jet
and laser cartridges which keep our
environment cleaner and bring some
funds to our youth.
Boxes for
recycling can be
found in the
narthex of the
church, the parish
hall, and the choir
room.
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Mission Trip Support

Youth News

Following is an updated list of
The EYC Schedule for June:
Mission Trip Food Support needs. June 9th - Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser from 5:00 til 7:00. Kids will receive a
Please see Richard Piazza if you would call telling them what time they need to show up to help with last minute
be willing to donate any of these items preparation.
for this year’s trip.
June 24th - meet at church at 9:30 to go to Soup Kitchen. If the weather allows
we
will go swimming afterward.
Many thanks for the items we
received in April and May.
Here are some pictures from the May 6th meeting where the kids (with Richard
Piazza's help) made the meatballs for the spaghetti dinner.
MANWICH SAUCE - 8 Large cans
COOKIES - Oreos, Chocolate Chip,
Oatmeal, Sugar

Photos courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

SALAD DRESSINGS
GATORADE – POWDERED
CONTAINERS – (Walmart has best
price)
BOTTLED WATER 20 CASES
12 PACKS SODAS – Coke, Diet
Coke, Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Dr. Pepper,
Sierra Mist, Mountain Dew.
ZIP LOCK BAGS – (Gallon and
Quart sizes.)
ALUMINUM FOIL
SARAN WRAP
NAPKINS
PAPER TOWELS
DISH WASHING DETERGENT(Dawn)
PAPER PLATES, BOWLS,
UTENSILS,
LARGE SIZE GARBAGE BAGS
HOT AND COLD CUPS
SUGAR
SOS PADS
THROW AWAY SALT & PEPPER
SHAKERS
BABY WIPES (In plastic containers).
I will revise this list each month as the
donations arrive at the church.
10
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Parish Register

Where Two or Three are

Dr. & Mrs. Paul Barrett (Cheri)
Children (Keaton & Grady)
***Grady was accidentally left off.

Gathered Together...
DATE

SERVICE

May 6
Easter V

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

ATTENDANCE
17
46

May 13
Easter VI-Mothers’ Day

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

20
80

May 20
Easter VII

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

10
75

Conversational Spanish Class

Staff Info Page:
2007 - 2008 Day School Administrator: Stephanie Wood
Layworker Coordinator Page:
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
Marian Safriet
New e-mail address - msafriet@bellsouth.net
Bill, Ellen, William & Daniel Oldland
212 VirginiaAvenue
Cheraw, SC 29520
(843) 921-3030

A Big “THANK YOU!!!”
A big “THANK YOU!!!” from all of the ladies in the
congregation for the flowers on Mothers’ Day from the
children’s Sunday School. They were very lovely, longlasting, and the recognition was very much appreciated!

Our conversational Spanish class that has been meeting on
Thursday evenings since January ended this season’s classes
with a dinner at El Parral on S. Scales St. on Thursday evening
May 24. Although classes won’t begin again until September
6, the class has decided to continue to meet once a month
during the summer for a refresher. Our next meeting will be
for dinner at La Vaca Ramona in Greensboro on Thursday
June 28. The dinner will be at 6:30 but those who might like to
carpool can meet at the church at 6:00 p.m.
Among regular class members not pictured above are
Melinda Rice, Sandra Strader and Donna Van Ness.

Pledge Report
Total Revenue
Total Operations Expenses
Difference

April 2007

Year To Date

$ 14,411.74

$ 40,089.62

$ 9,247.88

$ 39,932.19

$ 5,163.86

$ 157.43
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Youth Leaders Oscar Macias 349-8741
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

• Nursery Attendant
Carolyn McCloskey
• Sexton
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
• Director of Christian Education
Wanda C. Fields
336-349-6747
dce@stthomasreidsville.org
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jessica Rivers (2006-2007)
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538
• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• ECW Marian Safriet 342-1552
Dot Trent 349-3179
• Men’s Club Tommy Thorn 616-0800
tthorne@triad.rr.com
Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Treasurer Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Pledge Treasurer Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

