Tidings
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
315 Lindsey Street

The Vestry
Jeanne Horsley - Sr. Warden
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net
Tom Ham - Jr. Warden
349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
Martha Balsley - Parish Life
349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com
Phillip Dalton - Finance
613-9695
phillipesi@triad.rr.com
Don Gwarek - Pastoral Care
349-5074
dgwarek@bellsouth.net
Jim McCloskey - Christian Education
349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
Dot Reilly - Communications
634-1828
irishbr@aol.com
Tommy Thorn - Outreach
616-0800
tthorne@triad.rr.com
Polly Yeago - Membership, Worship
643-7708
payeago@bellsouth.net

Open Vestry Meetings are
every third Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Reidsville, NC 27320

336-349-3511

www.stthomasreidsville.org

May 2007

The Transition Team

A

s I write this
article for
the May
Tidings, I
will have been the
Interim Rector,
Temporary Pastor, at
St. Thomas 20 days.
In that short period of
time, I have met more
than 30% of the parish.
I have conducted Sunday
and Wednesday services, met
with the Vestry, Episcopal Day School
Board, Staff, and other parish leaders. My
impression is how wonderful a parish this
is! You are involved, mission minded,
faithful and very very active. With just over
200 baptized members the amount of
activity and programs of ministry, within
and outside the church, is staggering.
Praise God!
As your Interim Rector I have a specific
ministry that I have been trained to do. I
will indeed be your pastor and priest, but I
am also going to work with the parish in its
discernment process toward a new chapter
under a new Rector. For the discernment
process I will be working with a special
ministry group called a Transition Team.
The Transition Team is one of the key
components to the Intentional Interim
Ministry process. The team is a group of
individuals within the parish selected by the
congregation to work with the Interim
minister. This group will lead the parish in
five developmental tasks to capture the
identity of the congregation, work toward a
new and current mission strategy and vision
for the future. They will lead the parish into

the development of a parish profile and
prepare for the raising up of a search
committee. The search committee will take
the work of the congregation, as
accomplished through the efforts of the
Transition Team, and identify candidates
for your new Rector.
I am asking every one in the
congregation to provide me with two or
three names as candidates for the eightmember Transition Team. I will present all
the names to a nominating committee and
they will assist me in the final choice of
team members. The nominating committee
will be the Wardens and the Membership
Liaison of the Vestry. I hope as many as
possible will be involved in the selection of
this Team. Once the team is chosen they
will be commissioned at a special service
and begin their work under my supervision.
In choosing candidates the following
criteria should be considered. Candidates
should have the following qualifications:
Trustworthy, respectful, prayerful,
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Hope for God’s Creation is YOU... and it’s FREE!!!

spiritually wise, active in attendance,
one who pledges to the work of the
parish, able to speak in front of groups
and willing to listen to all perspectives.
The final committee will be
representative of the demographics of
the parish and be a representative
microcosm of the parish. I would like to
have these names in the next 10 days.
To get your selection to me simply call
the church office, or call, or write me. I
thank you in advance for your support
and participation in this selection.

Have you been troubled by all the
recent publicity about global warming
and other environmental issues? Have
you wondered what you can do, or what
the St. Thomas' community can do, to
reduce the harm that humankind has
been inflicting on God's Creation? If so,
here's an opportunity to find out. You are
cordially invited to attend the Hope
Environment
a
l
Conference
on Saturday,
May 19 at the
HGB+ Chapel of the
Cross in
Chapel Hill.
T
h
e
conference is
sponsored by
A United Thank Offering
the North
Ingathering will be held on SUNDAY
Carolina
May 27, 2007. You are invited to “count
Council of Churches program on global
your blessings” - those coins you have
warming and the Committee for
put in the blue box in thanksgiving for
Environmental Ministry of the
large and small daily gifts from God that
Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina.
brighten your life and the lives of those
The day's activities will include a
around you. Use the enclosed envelope
presentation on the science of global
to offer your coins or a check for the
warming by Duke professor Dr.
amount of your blessings.
Norman Christensen, an address by
Your prayers and offerings have
built churches and schools, made
needed renovations, fed the hungry,
clothed the poor, provided shelter for
the homeless and provide care and

UTO - May 27

Bishop Chip Marble, and workshops
on what churches can do to make a
difference. These “Hope Workshops”
will be led by facilitators from Interfaith
Power and Light, an organization that
works with churches of all
denominations to devise practical plans
for conserving energy. The conference
runs from 9:00 to 4:15 and includes
lunch.
The Vestry
would like to
encourage
s e v e r a l
representative
s from our
parish to
attend. As an
incentive, St.
Thomas' will
p a y t h e
registration fee for anyone who would
like to go. Just pick up a registration
form from the office or download one
from the church website
(www.stthomasreidsville.org), fill it
out, and turn it in to Jenny by May 11.
For more information, see Melinda
Rice or Jeanne Horsley.

Continued on page 11

Planting the Children’s Garden - Saturday March 31, 2007
Photos courtesy of Wanda Fields, DCE

More children’s Christian Education news on page 6.
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Moses of the Mountains
by Don Gwarek
Have you ever faced a really difficult to North Carolina.
problem and said to yourself, “Gosh, I’d
For his first ministry he chose
really like to do something about it but
there’s only one of me. What can I do all Penland, NC which at the time was a
small Episcopal school. While there he
by myself?”
was in charge of receiving donated
I’m sure that most of us have said clothes and distributing to them to the
something like that at one time or “poor mountain whites.” Rufus hated
another but I’d like to tell you about a that. He wanted to train mountain
man who never thought that way. A man people to do things they could make a
who, whenever he saw a need, he tried to living at and give them a sense of
meet it. The man they called the “Moses dignity. And with that dream and a lot of
of the mountains.” He was the Reverend hard work the Penland School of
Handicrafts was born. In time, Rufus
Doctor Rufus A. Morgan.
was assigned by his Bishop to another
Rufus was born in 1885 in Franklin, task and his sister assumed leadership of
North Carolina. Life in the mountains the school; but because of his vision
was hard back then and the people who people in the mountains were able to
lived there did whatever it took just to provide better clothes and dental care
eke out a meager existence. There were for their children, curtains for their
no roads which meant that taking your windows and in general a better way of
produce to market could take up to three life for their families.
days if you could make as much as 20
miles a day.
Today, the Penland School is still
operating and its students come from all
He was born into an Episcopalian over the United States and 48 different
family. His father, a lay reader, started countries. Because of work at the
church services in a room above a school, the Southern Highlands
furniture store. A piano box served as Handicraft Guild was formed to
the altar. Rufus’s mother played the promote quality craftwork throughout
organ and it was her wish that Rufus the mountains and is one of the most
enter the ministry. Whatever the reason, popular craft shows in the south today.
Rufus determined at an early age that he
would like to become a minister.
For the next three years he
ministered to three small churches in
His schooling would not be easy. His neighboring towns in South Carolina.
family had no money so he had to do During that time Rufus acted as a high
many types of chores to pay for his school principal in one of the towns and
lodging, tuition and books. He went to served as the business manager for
high school in Waynesville, NC then Kanuga Lake, a conference center for
went on to UNC Chapel Hill. Everyone the Diocese in Hendersonville. By his
thought that he would go to Sewanee but management he renovated the life of
he chose Chapel Hill because he wanted youths in the Carolinas.
to have experience with people who
were not church connected. After
But the lure of the mountains was
graduation he studied at the General strong and he soon returned to Franklin,
Theological Seminary in New York City NC and Macon County where he found
and also at Columbia University.
some of the churches in the area had
been abandoned and some torn down.
He was ordained a deacon in 1913 Again he saw the need and he tried to
and served as assistant rector of St. meet it. It was time to roll up his sleeves
Peters in New York. But his lifelong and rebuild.
love of the mountains brought him back
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Rufus cleared the land and built the
Church of St. Johns in Cartoogechaye
by hand. By the time he retired at the age
of 72 he had had charge of and
ministered to 11 churches in western NC
and built many of them. And just
because he was retired didn’t mean that
he was ready to stop. There were more
chapels to build. When questioned once
about where they would get the money
to start a new church, he pulled a few
pennies out of his pocket and said, “Well
here’s a start.” One small chapel
consists only of a stone slab for a floor
and four cedar posts to hold the roof up.
He had been a life long hiker and had
walked much of the Appalachian Trail
and climbed a number of mountains. At
the age of 89 and almost totally blind, he
climbed Mt. LeConte, elevation 6593
feet, the third highest peak in NC to
perform a wedding.
The Reverend Morgan was involved
with the Boy and Girl Scouts and held
many important offices with them and
received many awards including the
Silver Beaver.
He was chosen Rural Pastor of the
year for North Carolina.
The Reverend Doctor Rufus A
Morgan believed that everything in life
had something to offer . . . experiences
good and bad, people, nature,
everything. He was active in the
Episcopal Church until his death at the
age of 98 in 1983.
Today there are a lot of needs within
our church and community that need to
be met. Some require physical work
while others may be as simple as
spending a little time with someone who
is lonely. One person can do so much
good. Especially a person like you.
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Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, Sr. Warden
Richard Piazza presented the 2004
Audit of St. Thomas Episcopal Church
prepared by Charles K. Avery, CPA.
The Vestry expressed appreciation for
Ken's services and accepted the 2004
audit. Ken has agreed to begin work on
the 2005 audit. The Vestry approved the
Treasurer's Report and examined
Commission expenditures for the first
quarter of 2007. Howard Backus
recommended that the Treasurer attend
the Diocesan Treasurer's Conference.
Vestry members were given a copy
of the Interim Rector's Letter of
Agreement. In the Interim Rector's
Report Howard Backus said it was his
intention to spend two or three months
getting to know the parish and
responding to pastoral care, worship
and administrative concerns.

· Christian Education-Jim
McCloskey said plans are being made
for Vacation Bible School. A Christian
Education meeting is scheduled for
April 22 to discuss VBS and end of year
plans.
· Parish Life-Martha Balsley
reported that the Lenten Dinners had
been well attended and the programs
were well received.

Commission Reports

In OLD BUSINESS

· The Hope Environmental
Conference will be held on May 19 at
Chapel of the Cross in Chapel Hill.
Registration is open to anyone in the
parish and order forms are in the church
office. [See story on page 2]

Parish Wide
Work Day
Saturday May 19
PARISH WIDE WORK DAY on
Saturday, May 19. Come for coffee
and a biscuit at
8:30am. Bring
tools for repair
work, rubber
gloves, and
wear old
clothes.

Long Range Planning

I’d like to announce that the LRPC
· The Vestry Walk-through of has two new members, Bill Horsley and
Church Facilities will be on Saturday, Steve Worth. They both have a long
history of distinguished service to St.
April 28 beginning at 9:30am.
Thomas, and I look forward to working
· A PARISH WIDE WORK DAY with them. Now, are there any others
who would like to join us?
is scheduled for May 19 at 9:00am.

· Communications-Dot Reilly
The Vestry reviewed the new
continues to place St. Thomas service
directory
and made corrections.
information in the REIDSVILLE
.
REVIEW
· Long Range Planning-Jim
McCloskey said Bill Horsley and Steve
Worth have joined this committee
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I want to take this opportunity to
thank Mr. Kelly Woods for the great job
he is doing keeping our lawns and
landscaped areas. I also want to thank
Ms. Carol Pruitt for the great job she is
doing to keep our facilities clean and
ready for use. Both of these persons are
making my life as Junior Warden a lot
easier.

If anyone detects an area in or on our
facilities that needs attention, please see
· Pastoral Care-Don Gwarek me so that I may communicate with
reported that the ECW had delivered 6 them.
Thanks!
meals to a family. Lay Eucharist
Tom
Ham,
Jr.
Warden
Ministers visited 11 shut-ins and
administered 8 home communions.

· The dedication of the Communion
Jeanne Horsley reported that the Kits is set for April 22, 2007
Nursery Attendant's job has been
reviewed and revised. Carolyn
· The Memorials position is still
McCloskey has been hired as the new
open
Nursery Attendant. A list of church
members will be made to act as
substitutes if she needs to be absent.
In NEW BUSINESS
In the Junior Warden's Report Tom
Ham reported that he is still trying to
obtain vendor information about
memorial benches. Tom said that
Kelly's Lawn Care is doing an excellent
job. Tom also has plans to move the
directional sign in front of the
columbarium, re-letter the sign in front
of the church, remove the falling paint in
the Narthex, replace the kitchen door
lock and check the emergency lights.

From the Jr. Warden
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We did have an impromptu meeting
with Rev. Backus on April 12th and we
discussed, in a general way, how best the
LRPC can support our congregation in
looking at our future needs.
Peace to all.
James McCloskey
LRPC Vestry Liaison

Episcopal Day School
Hello and
Happy Spring!

“Z” was fun as we talked about all kinds
of zoo animals and learned lots of new
things about Zebras. (Did you know
Since our last that Zebras can run approximately 60
issue of “Tidings”, miles per hour for 15 miles?) Now that
we have finished up we're finished with our alphabet, we
the remaining letters of the alphabet, will be reviewing our letters, numbers,
Ww, Xx, Yy, and Zz. During Ww week colors and shapes until the end of the
we talked about the weather and wind. year and focusing on special topics such
The children made wind socks. That as “The Five Senses” and “Friendship”.
The kids also enjoyed a field trip to
was the same week we welcomed in
spring and they made spring-themed the bowling alley. It was a lot of fun!
pictures to bring in the new season. Xx The kids did great with Benny and
week we talked about x-rays and how Allison being our top scorers. The
the letters “e” and “x” are good friends parents organized a nice Easter party for
and appear in a lot of words together. the kids. They had crafts, special snacks
We took a week off for Easter break and and an egg hunt.
then got right back to our next letter,
As of press time we are still selling
“Yy”. We talked about yellow things geraniums for our annual spring plant
and yarn and the words yes, and you. sale. If you have ordered plants, they

May’s Health Tip
Everyone knows that exercise is great
for the body, but did you know it is also
good for the
brain? Until
recently, the
common
belief was
that once a
person lost
nerve cells,
they were
permanently
gone. In new
research,
doctors have
discovered
that vigorous exercise causes older nerve
cells to form interconnections that make
the brain more efficient and quicker.
Aerobic exercise helps the heart pump
more blood to the brain that results in
well-nourished brain cells. Also, every
time a hard-working muscle contracts, it
sends out chemicals to the bloodstream
that travel across the blood-brain barrier
into the brain. One of these important
chemicals is IFG-1. When it reaches the
brain, IFG-1 assumes the role of foreman
of the neurotransmitter factory causing
high production of something called

BDNF that is "Miracle-Gro for the
brain." With regular exercise, the BDNF
levels increase causing the brain's nerve
cells to branch out and join together to
communicate in new ways. In other
words, the brain grows a greater capacity
for knowledge. Brains low in BDNF
shut themselves off to new information.
Most people maintain a fairly
constant level of BDNF in adulthood.
However, during the aging process
individual neurons start to die off. What
can a person do to prevent this?
Exercise! During a major study, after
only three months of steady aerobic
exercise, every participant gained more
cardiovascular fitness and also grew
more nerve cells. The more the exercise,
the greater the growth in both areas. The
bad news: To keep the effects, one has to
keep working out. Well, maybe that is not
bad news. Exercise prevents disease,
makes one feel and look better, and
increases brain capacity. Looking and
feeling better is certainly worth a brisk
thirty-minute walk, and the other effects
are just a bonus!
Keep moving and keep smiling!
Health Ministry Task Force
Source: NEWSWEEK, March 26, 2007

www.StThomasReidsville.org

will be delivered and ready for pick up
th
around noon on Wednesday, May 9 .
Thank you to everyone who supported
us in this way.
It's hard to believe that we are almost
finished with this school year. Don't
forget, we still have space available for
students for our 2007-2008 school year.
Please see Jenny or Jeanette or Edie for
an information packet/registration
form. Space is available on a first come
basis.
On Tuesday, April 24th, Dr. Rodney
Shotwell, Superintendent of the
Rockingham County School System
honored all students in the county who
have maintained "A" honor roll for the
past 12 months. Episcopal Day School
is proud to report that 14 of those were
EDS alumni. Congratulations to all
those recognized and especially our
former students.
Sincerely,
Jeanette and Edie

Wellness Ministry Notes
At our Wellness Taskforce meeting
in April, we discussed having a
continuation of the dialogue that was
begun at our last Lenten supper on the
subject of Living Wills and Healthcare
Directives. We also feel that it would be
helpful for all of us to hear from Hospice
and physicians as far as preparing for
this stage in our life and in the life of
family members. These events will be
planned for October.
Also, I will be heading up a walk of
the Greenway for any interested
participants on Saturday, May 12 at
10am. This is a two mile hike. We will
meet at the parking lot of the JC field.
Tom Balsley
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Children’s Christian Education
By Wanda Fields, DCE
We have had a wonderful Aprl in our
Christian Education here at St. Thomas.
Of course, Easter and the resurrection
have been our focus with the children.
Several staff members and
volunteers attended the Safe Church
Training. Those attending here were
Jeanne Horsley, Jim McCloskey,
Elizabeth Pugh, Tom Ham, Jenny
Wilkins, and Elisabeth Pugh. Ed
Spencer, Oscar Macias, Richard
Piazza, and myself attended the
training at Holy Comforter in
Burlington.
The main focus in
protecting our children and teens is
COMMUNICATION! We MUST talk
with them about boundaries and
LISTEN to their concerns about people
and situations. We would love to make
this training available to our entire
congregation and the leaders of our

Vacation Bible School
Our tentative date is June 15 & 16 .
We will be holding Bible School here at
the church on Friday Night from 5:30 7:30 and Saturday from 10 - 3.
The children will be served dinner on
Friday night and introduced to our VBS
theme. Saturday we will have day filled
with Bible Stories, music, crafts, and
activities. We will serve refreshements
and share a "Bag Lunch".
We are excited to announce our VBS
will be based on material from Heifer,
International.
This organization
(founded in 1944) buys animals for
countries around the world. This will be
a mission centered bible school as we
pledge to raise money to buy some
chickens and maybe a sheep or goat.
Watch for more news about this and plan
to get involved with us.
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April has been good month for our
CE program and this is what we did.
Our first lesson was making our own
“Bishop’s Hats”, folded out of colorful
Our Christian Education Committee wrapping paper, and talking about what
met Sunday, April 22, and made plans an Episcopal Bishop is and what they
for several special events. Those in do.
attendance were Father Howard, Jim
We planted the Children’s Garden
McCloskey, Joanne Piazza, Alex on March 31st. The weather was
Melchert, Elisabeth Pugh, and myself. beautiful, the ground was soft and fertile
and the pizza was tasty. We put out a nice
birdbath, some daisies, 3 butterfly
May 13 - Mother's Day (flowers bushes, 6 purple cone flowers, 2
presented to all women at church)
fragrant purple dianthus and 2 long
May 20 - SS/Church Picnic and strips of wildflowers, which are now
special recognition for children & youth starting to come up. Now, if we can just
June - VACATION BIBLE keep that rabbit from eating the cone
SCHOOL (tentative dates June 15 & flowers! On your way to the parking lot,
take a stroll across the grass and see
16)
what your kids have done. [Pictures on
Love and blessings,
page 2]
Wanda
On Palm Sunday, we talked about
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.
How large crowds lined both sides of the
Sunday School
road, everyone pressing forward to get a
good look of this man named Jesus.
Church Wide
How they laid palm branches and even
their coats on the ground in his honor.
On Easter day, the children
decorated the cross with flowers, in our
Sunday May 20
annual tradition.
Sunday, May 13 will be the last Sunday
We didn’t get to read the “Greatest
of Sunday School Classes. May 20 will
be the church recognition and picnic.
Story Ever”, Jesus’ resurrection, until
After that, Nursery will be provided for
the week after. We learned how the earth
infants and children through age 5.
quaked, for an angel came from heaven,
rolled the stone away and sat on it. How
....All children and youth of St. Thomas
the soldiers guarding Jesus’ tomb were
will be recognized in the 11am Worship
so terrified, they fainted and fell to the
Service.
ground. How the women ran to tell the
disciples, with both fear and great joy in
....Picnic is for everyone in the church.
their hearts and met our risen Lord on
This will be a covered dish luncheon.
the way. Truly the “Greatest Story
Drinks and Dessert will be provided.
Ever”.
Mother’s Day, May 16th we hope
Please plan to attend this special, fun,
will
be a very special day for you. To
and "yummy" event as we end our
help
celebrate the remembrance of
Sunday School year together.
mothers, the children will be sharing
pink carnations, either on the front steps
Sunday School
of the church or in the narthex. Please
Classes will resume
on September 9.
come if you can and let the children of
our Parish contribute to the honor of our
mothers. - Jim McCloskey, Christian Ed

workshop agreed. We will work toward
getting this scheduled during the
coming year.

PICNIC
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Boy Scout Troop 738 Celebrates 40th Birthday
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Sunday, April 15th, was a red letter
day for Troop 738 and Saint Thomas
Church, as we celebrated the 40th
anniversary of our troop’s continuous
registration. Troop 738 was founded at
St. Thomas in 1967 by Lathrop Smith,
Frank Lane, Bob Watt Jr., and several
other concerned church members as an
integral component of our outreach
program for the youth of our
community. There have been over 400
young people involved in the troop, cub
pack and explorer post since our
inception. We have celebrated over 40
Eagle Scouts during this time and have
had a positive impact on many other
youth. Some of our service to the church
has included serving at the annual
Shrove Tuesday pancake suppers,
redoing the playground, and the troop
donated $500 toward the purchase of the
land expansion for the church. There
were about 125 people returning for our
reunion, some coming from Asheville,
Roanoke, Tampa, and Maryville, TN.
Entertainment was provided by Ted
White and his partner from Asheville.
Food (barbeque, cole slaw and potato
salad, baked beans) was prepared by
chef Reggie King and his helpers.
Homemade desserts were donated by
moms and friends of 738.
We were indeed fortunate to have
Mr. Bill Brackett and his wife Sally
attending. Mr. Brackett is the past
Council Executive of the Old North
State Council, and was the Executive of
Cherokee Council before our merger
with General Greene Council. Also
present was our District Director Mr.
Todd Whalen accompanied by his
family. There were several former
scoutmasters in attendance, as well as
members of the troop committee and
assistant scoutmasters. We will be
rechartering in April and ask that the
church members continue your support
by directing the youth of our church, and
acquaintances to join with us as we start
our 41st year.
Hazel Post

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Men’s Club

Spring Flea & Bake Sale
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

The Men’s Club reports revenue of
$175 from the Food Tent at the Spring
Flea and Bake Sale to benefit the Youth
Mission Trip.
Our meetings will resume in August
to begin planning for the Shrimpfest
currently scheduled for Saturday 15.
Coffee Volunteers Needed! - Please
let Richard Piazza or Tommy Thorn
know if you would be willing to
volunteer for our Sunday morning
coffee for the month of May.

ECW
Preliminary results
from the Spring Flea &
Bake Sale show a profit
of $1400.00.
Laura Felts & Anne
GREAT JOB! Many, many thanks to each and everyone for their donations and
Donecker are already at work making
hours
of hard work getting the ECW Spring Flea Market and Bake Sale ready
plans for next year's Spring Retreat.
this year. It was a
The Morning Chapter will meet on very successful
May 9 at Donna Van Ness’ home. event!
Mavis Simon will be presenting the
The bake sale
program.
table was full and
There will be a cleanup day at the by the end of the
church, primarily the Kitchen and day all was sold.
Parish House, on Saturday May 19.
W e
a l s o
The UTO Spring Ingathering will be a p p r e c i a t e t h e
Men’s Club and
on Sunday May 27.
Youth for serving
The next General Meeting will be the “Best sausage
b i s c u i t s ,
held on Sunday September 9.
hamburgers and hot
dogs” in town .

“Fill The Tub” Outreach

Thanks to you all.

Needs requested for April:
Green beans
Pinto Beans
Cereal
Canned Fruit
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Joanne Piazza and
Dot Reilly
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Easter Breakfast Served by the Men’s Club

Musical notes from

Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Ed
Welcome, Howard Backus!
Who ever heard of beginning a
church leadership position at the
beginning of Holy Week? Why would
anyone want to start with one of the
most time- and energy-consuming
weeks of the church year? It is a bit like
beginning university studies with Finals
Week. Yet that’s what Howard Backus
did, and while the rest of us were saying
how tough it must be, he pointed out
what a “neat time it is” to begin our
journey together. Now we are finishing
our first month with him, and I have to
agree. In the midst of the whirlwind of
emotions which is the end of Lent and
the beginning of the Easter season,
Howard has brought his gentle,
calming, encouraging presence to us.
He is discovering the people of St.
Thomas’ Church, and I enjoy seeing his
smile spread with each new person he
meets. I also enjoy the smiles on the
faces in our congregation as people
experience Howard’s warmth, his
friendliness, and his concern for others.
After a recent conversation, Howard
looked at me, smiled, and said, “We’re
going to have a good time working
together.” Indeed we are... and it is well
under way! Welcome, Howard!
Thank you, people of St. Thomas’,
for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

Forever
Rely
On
God
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Mission Trip Support

Youth News

Following is a list of Mission Trip
The EYC Schedule for May:
Food Support needs. Please see
Richard Piazza if you would be willing
to donate any of these items for this May 6 - meet 5:00 (parish hall)
year’s trip.
Many thanks for the items we
received in April.

May 13 - meet 5:00 (parish hall)

May 20 - meet at church at 9:30 to set up for parish picnic
POP TARTS (4 BOXES EACH)
Frosted Brown Sugar, Frosted May 20 - Everyone who is signed up for the mission trip MUST be at church at
5:00 to meet with Tom Ham. Parents are invited to this meeting but are not
Chocolate, Blue Berry, Strawberry
required to be there. Tom will have a list of stuff that the kids need to bring on
the
trip, information on activities, and a sample daily schedule.
NUT GRAIN BARS
MANWICH SAUCE - 8 Large cans

May 27 - meet at church at 9:30 to go to soup kitchen

COOKIES - Oreos, Chocolate Chip,
Oatmeal, Sugar

Planning ahead:

SALAD DRESSINGS

The EYC will help with VBS, in June, but the dates are still up in the air. We
will also do the soup kitchen on the 4th Sunday in June.

GATORADE POWDERED
CONTAINERS (Walmart has best
price)
BOTTLED WATER - 20 CASES
12 PACKS SODAS
Coke, Diet Coke, Pepsi, Diet Pepsi,
Dr. Pepper, Sierra Mist, Mountain
Dew.
ZIP LOCK BAGS (Gallon and Quart
sizes)
ALUMINUM FOIL
SARAN WRAP
NAPKINS
PAPER TOWELS
DISH WASHING DETERGENT(Dawn)
PAPER PLATES, BOWLS,
UTENSILS
LARGE SIZE GARBAGE BAGS,
HOT AND COLD CUPS
SUGAR
SOS PADS
THROW AWAY SALT & PEPPER
SHAKERS
BABY WIPES (In plastic containers).
I will revise this list each month as the
donations arrive at the church.
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Thoughts on Stewardship
During the last three months I
experienced several enlightening and
spiritual encounters with brothers and
sisters in Christ that were unusual for
me. This really began in February with
a discussion of the Rockingham County
book selection Blood Done Signed My
Name by Tim Tyson. Tom Thorn and
Romaleta Hairston co-chaired this
event at St. Thomas. Our coming
together brought about much frank and
needed dialogue. Then in March Tim
Tyson spoke quite passionately about
his thoughts on race relations to a well
attended gathering at RCC. Later on
during Holy Week, I was present for
“standing room only” services and
lunches at local churches and
participated in the Stations of the Cross
that was held in downtown Reidsville.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

I was impressed by the sincerity of
our community's desire to communicate
and understand each other better.
Maybe these contacts and exchanges
will begin to tear down some of the
barriers that have divided us for too
long. There is still much healing to be
done.
William Faulkner said “The past is
never past.” Only if we are able to learn
from it can we avoid the bigotry and
injustices that have been all so prevalent
in our country's history.
Tom Balsley

New Nursery Attendant

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...
DATE

SERVICE

April 1
Palm Sunday

ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

16
60

April 5
Maundy Thursday
April 6
Good Friday Liturgy
Stations of the Cross

7:30 p.m.

27

11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

29
18

April 8
Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

23
128

April 15
8:30 a.m.
Easter II - Scout Reunion 11:00 a.m.

10
116

April 22
Easter III

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
81

St. Thomas has a new nursery attendant. Rev. Backus
recently met with and hired Carolyn McCloskey to head up
our nursery program. Yes, she's my wife (!) and many of you
may already know her. So, please stop by and say hi to her. Her
hours are from 10:00 am until 12:30 pm.
Please be reassured that a nursery will now be provided
every Sunday. During the summer months, the nursery is for
infants and children thru 5 years old. Even these little ones will
be exposed to the bible basics thru stories, music, art, and, of
course, plenty of playtime.

Memorials Person (still) Needed!
The church has an ongoing need for someone to be
responsible for memorials that are given to St. Thomas. This
would be a great way for someone to make a lasting
contribution to our church and its history! Please contact
Jeanne Horsley, Senior Warden at 342-2869 at your earliest
convenience. Thank you.

Endowment Fund Committee News

We are very pleased to say that as of April 18 there is
$59,710.46 in the Endowment Fund!!! The 2006 interest was
$1523.79. These funds will be allocated to outreach, the
13
April 29
8:30 a.m.
operating
fund and the building fund. If you would like further
62
Easter IV
11:00 a.m.
information please contact any of the Endowment Fund
committee members. (Bob Lee Watt, Steve Worth, Laura
Felts, Starr McHugh, Anne Donecker). Please remember
Continued from page 2
this fund when you give to the church - it is the gift that keeps
support for those with physical, mental and emotional on giving to our church and community.
challenges.
In North Carolina, $30,000 is the largest grant given in
Wilson, NC. The grant was given to St. Mark’s to build a
community center to use as an Outreach Center. The
community center serves over 500 children each year.
In August 2006 St. Mark’s Church suffered a devastating
fire by an arsonist. The community center was 70% complete
at the time of the fire. The community center is now the
“church” for St. Mark and a Hispanic church called La
Guadalupana.
Reidsville has had no floods, hurricanes, or other natural
disasters. We have been blessed! Give! Give! Give!
Yours in thanksgiving, Betty Melchert

United Thank Offering - May 27

Pledge Report
March 2007

Year To Date

Total Revenue

$ 7,629.36

$ 25,727.88

Total Operations Expenses

$ 8,823.85

$ 30,684.31

- $ 1,194.49

- $ 4,956.43

Difference

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Youth Leaders Oscar Macias 349-8741
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

• Nursery Attendant
Carolyn McCloskey
• Sexton
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
• Director of Christian Education
Wanda C. Fields
336-349-6747
dce@stthomasreidsville.org
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jessica Rivers (2006-2007)
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538
• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• ECW Marian Safriet 342-1552
Dot Trent 349-3179
• Men’s Club Tommy Thorn 616-0800
tthorne@triad.rr.com
Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Treasurer Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Pledge Treasurer Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

