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Introducing The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus

B

eginning April 1 (Palm Sunday)
I have been chosen and invited
by your Vestry and Wardens to
begin as the Interim Rector of St.
Thomas Episcopal Church.
I will say more about the role of the
Interim Rector in a future Tidings. I want to
use this specific opportunity to share a bit of
information as to who I am.

I have been married for 37 years to Sue
Ann Heitz and we have three sons. Jeffrey
(27) graduated from NC State in electrical
and computer engineering, Timothy (26)
graduated from Appalachian State and is
currently studying for the priesthood at
V i r g i n i a T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y.
Christopher (24) will finish at Appalachian
State this May toward the vocation of
Physical Therapy.

I was born in West Virginia in May 1947.
I graduated from West Virginia Wesleyan
College in 1969, attended Duke Divinity
School, and finished my four years of
Seminary at Virginia Theological Seminary
in Alexandria, Virginia. I completed my
doctoral degree from Virginia Theological
Seminary in 1999.
I received my
certification for Interim Ministry in
November 2006 and am scheduled to
complete certification for Intentional
Interim Ministry by July of this year.

I am grateful to your Wardens and
Vestry, and Bishop Michael Curry for
choosing me as your Interim Rector. I look
forward to the next nine to twelve months
being with you as priest and pastor through
this time of transition from Fr. Bill Oldland,
your former Rector, and your new spiritual
leader to be chosen at the beginning of 2008.
I invite your prayers as we worship and
work together in the name of our Lord, Jesus
Christ and the ministry we have been called
to do.

I was ordained in the Episcopal Church
in 1972 and have served parishes in West
Virginia, South Carolina and North
Carolina. I was the Chaplain to Episcopal
students in Clemson, South Carolina during
the years of 1975-1978. I served as Rector
of St. Stephens Episcopal Church in
Beckley, West Virginia from 1978-1990. I
then served as Rector of St. Timothy's
Episcopal Church in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina from 1990-2007. I took early
retirement this year and began the pursuit of
intentional Interim Ministry. I took this
early retirement while I am still healthy and
to serve the Church in a response of
gratitude to our Lord and our Episcopal
Church.

The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
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Adult Sunday School

Special Holy Week Services
Thursday Community Holy Week
Service
Baptist Temple
729 Wentworth St.
The Rev. Clarence Johnson

The Adult Sunday School class will
be "on vacation" on Palm Sunday and
Easter. We will resume our discussion of
Marcus Borg's The Heart of Christianity
on April 15 at the usual time of 9:45.

Maundy Thursday Service:
April 5th
7:30 pm
Good Friday Service:
April 6th
11:00 am
Stations of the Cross at St. Thomas’:
April 6th
12:00 pm
Palm Sunday Services:
April 1st
8:30 & 11:00 am
Monday Community Holy Week
Service
Woodmont United Methodist Church
1926 Richardson Dr.
The Rev. Felicia Kellam

Apache Blessing
from Beacon Place

May the sun bring you new energy
by day,
May the moon softly restore you by
night,

Tuesday Community Holy Week
Service
Elm Grove Baptist Church
1302 US 29 Business
The Rev. George Fox
Wednesday Community Holy Week
Service
Jerusalem United Holy Church
633 Prince-William St.
Dr. Chuck Hutchens

Stations of the Cross:
Please note that there will be a
Stations of the Cross service at St.
Thomas on Good Friday at 12:00 pm
which will coincide with the Downtown
Reidsville Community Stations of the
Cross. The service at St. Thomas will be
available for those in the community
who are unable to walk the distances in
the service downtown. Please tell your
friends and make plans to participate in
one of these services.
The Downtown Community
Stations of the Cross will begin at Main
Street United Methodist Church
Sanctuary.

May the rain wash away your
worries,
May the breeze blow new strength
into your being,
May you walk gently through the
world,
And know its beauty all the days of
your life.

Courtesy of The Rev. John T. Broome
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The Warrior Saint
by Don Gwarek
It was a time of great expansion in
the west. America’s civil war was over
and settlers, hungry for land that the
federal government had appropriated
through countless broken treaties from
the Indians, flooded the plains and
staked claims. Many of the tribes,
beaten physically by starvation and
harsh weather chose to accept their
conquered status and move next to the
white man’s forts where at least they
would have peace and the promise of
food.
But there were also certain nations,
like the Comanche, Arapahoe, or
Cheyenne, that did not accept the
incursion of the white man on their
traditional hunting grounds, or the
senseless slaughter of buffalo. The
warriors of these nations and tribes
vowed to fight rather than live on the
white man’s reservations.

you that it has an unusual twist. This
Indian war chief was known by many
names. At birth he was called
Noksowist. He took the name of
Okuhhatuh, which means sun dancer,
after completing the sacred sun dance
ceremony. White men called him
Okerhater, Medicine Man, He who goes
first, and David Pendleton.
Episcopalians know him as Saint
David Pendleton Oakerhater.
As Paul Harvey would say, “And
now for the rest of the story.”
All of the captured Indians were not
destined for prison. At the Darlington
Agency, the warriors were lined up and
a not so sober Army Colonel decided
that eighteen men on the right would go
to prison. Okahhatuh was one of those
men.

A quirk of fate or the hand of God?
You
can be the judge of that. Anyway
One of these warriors was a
Okahhatuh
and 72 warriors from
Cheyenne warrior named Okuhhatuh.
various tribes were sent in chains and
Now, seated astride his war pony, he shackles, by wagon, steamboat and rail,
stared at the small outpost below. He to Fort Marion, St. Augustine , Florida.
knew that the men inside, buffalo For Okahhatuh it was a move that would
hunters, would be either drunk or change his life forever.
sleeping. Like the other young warriors
It is written that Angels are
gathered around him, his face and body
messengers
of God and that everyone
were decorated with war paint as was
has
one.
Okahhatuh’s
Angel was 1st Lt.
his horse. On his arm he carried his
th
Dream Shield. But he was different. The Richard Henry Pratt of the 10 Cavalry.
scars on his chest showed where his skin Formerly a commander of Negro troops
had been punctured while performing and Indian scouts, he had faith and trust
the sacred Sun Dance. He wore a head in people as human beings. He was now
dress of a single eagle feather with put in command of the prisoners.
yellow porcupine quills. The feathered
Probably under another commander
lance he held tightly by his side the prisoners’ lives could have been
signified that he was a respected war miserable, but Lt. Pratt saw the Indians
chief of the mighty Bowstring Soldier as human beings and did some radical
Society. Today, as in many other battles things while they were in his charge. For
and raids, he raised his lance to signal instance, the prisoners were allowed to
the attack, shouted his war cry, and guard themselves, wear uniforms, and
urged his pony forward.
hold formations as any regular army
This warrior fought in many unit would. Okahhatuh, who was now
skirmishes and battles and was called Medicine Man was made the first
sergeant of the unit. The prisoners were
eventually captured.
also allowed to go into town and they
By now you are probably yawning
were accepted by all of the townsfolk of
and saying that this is just another
St. Augustine. To earn money, the
cowboy and Indian story but I promise
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prisoners
made crafts
and paintings
and gave
a r c h e r y
lessons to the
townsfolk.
But the
Indians had a David Pendleton Oakerhater,
May 1881
huge language
Photo courtesy of
Oklahoma
State
University
Edmon Low Library
barrier at the
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/
time since
they spoke 60 to 70 different languages.
Pratt felt that if they could all learn the
white man’s language they would have a
better chance of adapting to the white
man’s ways. And so it was that Mrs.
Pratt and Miss Sara Mahler started the
process of teaching the “Florida Boys”
the English language. Making Medicine
took well to the lessons.
During this time, Making Medicine
converted to Christianity and shortly
thereafter came to the attention of the
person who would shape his future,
Mary Douglas Burnham. It was she who
arranged for several prisoners to study
for the ministry in New York. Making
Medicine was one of these men. He was
the first to be baptized and took the
Christian name of David and on June 7,
1881 David was ordained an Episcopal
Deacon.
He was sent to minister to the Indians
in Oklahoma, at a mission called
Whirlwind. His first words to them
were, “I have led you in battle. Now I
will lead you down another path.”
Unfortunately, little is written of his
work but it must have been a wonderful
thing because in 1985, David Pendleton
Oakerhater was declared a notable of
the Episcopal Church and would forever
more be known as St. David Pendleton
Oakerhater.
Isn’t it wonderful how God can pick
just the right people to tell people of his
love and share it with the community?
Even when you feel like you’re not right
for the job, He knows better. He’s
picking every one of us right now.
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Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, 2007 Sr. Warden
Richard Piazza gave the Financial
Report and the February 2007
Treasurer's Report was accepted by the
Vestry. The Vestry asked the treasurer
to follow the procedure for distribution
of income from the Endowment Fund
allowing 50% to Construction Fund
Vestry, 25% to Outreach and 25% to the
general fund.

needed to start such a program and how
this program would benefit the existing
school and the church.
Projected
starting date is September 2008. A list
of NC requirements not currently
followed was provided in the proposal.
The Vestry asked that measurements be
taken in the Parish House to see if state
guidelines could be followed. She was
also asked to determine typical
Jeanne Horsley circulated thank enrollment and fees for this program.
you letters from clients of Help, Inc for The Vestry agreed further study was
review. St. Thomas provided Christmas needed on this proposal.
presents for these families. A letter was
Tom Ham said the reader board sign
received from Bishop Curry regarding
the meeting of the Primates of the would be covered with a tarp and stored
Anglican Communion in Tanzania and outside behind the kitchen for easier
Vestry members were encouraged to accessibility.
read this. Safe Church Training was
Commission Reports
held at St. Thomas on March 15 with ten
participants taking SAFEGUARDING
· Finance -Phillip Dalton described
GOD'S CHILDREN taught by Rev. the work of the Finance Committee
Jamie L'Enfant.
whose main function is to construct and
revise the annual budget. Members of
Joanne Piazza gave the Episcopal that committee are Bob Lee Watt,
Day School Report. She reported that Richard Piazza, Steve Worth, Chuck
Tracy York has agreed to serve as Rhodes, and Marian Safriet.
Administrator for the 2007/2008 school
year. EDS has an updated banner and
· Christian Education-Jim
Jessica Rivers will contact Junior McCloskey reported that the dates of
Warden Tom Ham to put it out on the lot VBS will be Friday, June 8 (6-8 PM) at
on Main Street. Joanne Piazza offered St. Thomas and Saturday, June 9 (10-3)
to check on the availability of the reader at the Penn 4-H Center. Wanda Fields
board sign. St. Thomas' Director of and Jim are looking into using part of the
Education asked to be able to use the old kindergarten space for the fall.
kindergarten room by fall. The EDS
board decided more input was needed
· Parish Life-Martha Balsley
on this subject. Plans are being made to reported that the Lenten dinners have
sell geraniums again this year. (See page been well attended and the quality of the
5.) The board also approved placing an programs has been very good. Plans are
ad in the NEWS AND RECORD being made for an adult “get together”
ROCKINGHAM section covering in the fall.
various Day Schools. The spring
program was held and the raffle money
· Pastoral Care-Don Gwarek said
totaling $440 went into the general fund. visitations are being performed by the
Lay Eucharistic Ministers.
Joanne Piazza also presented a
Proposal for starting an Accredited Two
· Communications-Dot Reilly
Year Old Program for the EDS. This
continues to place St. Thomas' service
proposal addressed the following:
information in the REIDSVILLE
Upgrades/changes to the building;
REVIEW.
upgrade/changes to the property; what
personnel, materials and training are
4
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In NEW BUSINESS
· The Vestry approved the
recommendation of Jim McCloskey to
establish a Long Range Planning
Commission.
· The Vestry authorized Don
Gwarek to purchase two Communion
Kits to be used by Lay Eucharistic
Ministers when visiting parishioners’
homes or when away from the church.
The funds would be taken from the
Frank Lane and the Maggie Cooke
memorial funds.
· Tommy Thorn agreed to be St.
Thomas' Parish Representative for
Episcopal Relief and Development.
· Bishop Charles Duvall's March
25th schedule was discussed.
· The Vestry approved a motion to
negotiate an agreement with Reverend
Howard Backus to be Interim Rector
at St. Thomas.

Recycling Reminder
Remember: old cell phones, ink jet
and laser cartridges which keep our
environment cleaner and bring some
funds to our youth.
Boxes for recycling can be found in
the narthex of the church, the parish
hall, and the choir room.

Episcopal Day School
During March we also had parents
We're heading celery, tomatoes and broccoli and
into spring with lots actually ate every bit of it! We also and/or grandparents come and read a
of things going on
at EDS! Since the
last newsletter we
have talked about
the letter Tt for transportation. We
learned that “transportation” is a big
fancy word for things that get us from
one place to another. We also talked
about teeth and Tammy from Dr.
Baker's office came and showed us the
best way to care for our teeth. During
Uu week we talked about umbrellas, up
and under. The kids enjoyed a balloon
game where they had to keep the
balloon “U”p for as long as possible
without it falling to the ground. Vv
week included vegetables and
vacations. The children tried carrots,

celebrated St. Patrick's Day by learning
about St. Patrick and leprechauns.
Some leprechauns even snuck into our
classroom and left some “gold” and
clues to find it!!

Our annual geranium sale will begin
On March 1st the children presented soon. More information follows below.
“The Visitor” to their parents as well as
singing several songs and handbells. Registration for 2007-2008
They did a great job! “The Visitor” is a
preschool class is now
play based on the verse Matthew 25:40
“...I tell you the truth, whatever you did underway. Call the office at
for the least of these brothers of mine, 349-3511 or see a teacher for
you did for me.” A special THANK an information packet.
YOU! to Tom Ham for setting up and
taking down the microphones and
Until next month...
speakers. We appreciate your help!
Ms. Edie & Ms. Jeanette

Healthcare/Wellness Ministry
During the first Lenten dinner, our
speaker, Katie Amos, mentioned
participating
in a program
called A
Wa l k w i t h
God. What a
good idea!
It's spring
and what
better time is
there to
enjoy God's
wonderful
creation.
The topic of
that Lenten program was stress
reduction, and certainly we all need to
deal with stress build-up in this tensionfilled world we inhabit. However,
walking has a double benefit: it's also
excellent exercise. Almost every
women's magazine in the last six
months has had an article about a
walking plan to reduce weight and
create muscle tone. So let's get out
there! In order to enjoy walking's
benefits, don't mosey, hot-foot it! Thank
God for His beautiful world and your

book to the class. The children love to
have their family members come to
school. We thank all the parents that
were able to participate.

EDS Spring Flower Sale

healthy body. Sing a perky song to
yourself and get moving. Try to build up
to a thirty minute walk five times a
week. You'll soon have a tighter, more
flexible body to be thankful for.
Keep these facts in mind to help
motivate your walk:
1) Colon cancer is about 40 percent
more likely to develop in people who
don't exercise than those who do.
2) Sedentary people have a 60
percent greater risk of having
osteoporosis.
3) Finally, people who don't exercise
have a 45 percent greater chance of
developing coronary artery disease than
those who participate in regular
physical activity.
Healthcare Ministry Taskforce
Source: NEWSWEEK, March 26, 2007

The preschool class is selling the
same beautiful geraniums we have
sold in past years. The profits will go
to pay for school supplies. The
geraniums are in six (6) inch pots and
colors will include, red, light pink,
violet (fuchsia), light salmon, and
white.
The price is $5.00 per
geranium. Orders will be taken from
March 29th through April 18th.
Delivery will be on Wednesday, May
9th. Order forms can be picked up at
the church secretary's office or at the
Day School.
We would like to thank the church
parishioners for their past and future
support to help the children.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Children’s Christian Education
By Wanda Fields, DCE
Our Sunday School children and
their parents will end March with a
Pizza Luncheon and planting the
Children's Flower Garden. We will
meet at 12noon on the 31st. Please
RSVP to either Jim McCloskey (3496283 x274) or Wanda Fields (3496747) by Wednesday, March 28.

several upcoming events:

Sunday, April 22.

1. Vacation Bible School has been
scheduled for Friday night, June 8 and
Saturday, June 9. PLEASE mark these
dates. Also, we need helpers. Call me if
you can help with art, crafts, activities,
music, or refreshments.

We are starting to organize and
“clean-up” our Sunday School space. I
cleaned out one of the Sunday School
rooms and Jim and I have started
cleaning out and organizing our Supply
Closet. It's not too early to start
planning for growth.

April will be an exciting month in
Sunday School as we celebrate Palm
Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter
together. During Lent, we have been
spending time talking about God's love
and praying for each other. I would like
to share a nice family activity [below]
for Holy Week I just read about, Prayer
Eggs.

Again, thank you for your prayers
and support.
3. We are looking at needs for
Love and blessings,
Sunday School for the 2007/08 year.
Wanda
My thoughts On Christian Education
involve “total church”: adult, youth, and
children. If you have any ideas or
suggestions for our programs, please let
me know.

2. Sunday School/Church Picnic
will be on Sunday, May 27.

4. Our next Christian Education
Our Christian Education Committee
Committee
Meeting will be at 2pm on
met Sunday, March 18 and discussed

PRAYER EGGS
During Holy Week, use a basket
of prayer eggs to encourage your
family to spend time together in
prayer.
Place slips of paper with prayer
topics inside plastic eggs. Make
enough eggs for each family member
to open one per day during the week
leading up to Easter. Include praise
and gratitude and prayers for family
members, your church, and the
community. Open the eggs at meals
or bed time and pray as a family for
the opened requests. Place special
prayer eggs in the basket on Easter
morning to celebrate Jesus'
resurrection.

6
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Don Gwarek is fast becoming the
“Pied Piper” of St. Thomas. He led our
nd
2 musical Sunday School lesson with 4
new tunes. We've also purchased an
inexpensive set of percussion type
instruments. Now our children can sing,
march and play, to the delight of all. We
also had a lesson on Jesus' healing of the
10 lepers, a beginning look at the Lord's
Prayer and, yes, we really have made
gorgeous looking Bishops' hats (mitres)
the children will wear in honor of the
Bishops' visit on March 25th.
The planting of the “Children's
Garden” takes place on Saturday
st
March 31 at 12:00 noon. We'll begin
with a pizza lunch and cold drinks.
We're going to have plants that attract
butterflies, are colorful and smell good.
I promise you, your child considers this
a MUST DO activity.
Parents and grandparents are all
welcome to stay and join in. Let us know
ahead if you will be there. Our rain date
th
is April 14 . See you soon!
Jim McCloskey

Hazel Post Presented The St. George Award
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

Long Range Planning
A New Chapter in St. Thomas'
History
Sometimes the grandest
achievements have a humble and quiet
beginning, an almost forgetful quality to
them, that those beginnings slip by
largely unnoticed.
Such a moment, I feel, graced St.
Thomas at its regular Vestry meeting on
this past Monday night of March 19th,
2007. The meeting reached the point of
New Business. A motion called for the
re-establishment of the Long Range
Planning Commission (LRPC). We've
had this before. No big deal, right? Well,
maybe not.

On Sunday morning March 25,
Hazel Post was presented with the St.
George award during our annual
Bishop’s visit. This award is presented
to adults for outstanding service to the
spiritual development of Episcopal
youth in national youth serving agency
programs. It is a national church award
made available by the Youth Ministries
office of the Episcopal Church Center.
St. George is an appropriate choice
for the name of the award. He is the
patron saint of knighthood and of
England. His ideals describe many of
the virtues demanded of those who
would be leaders. The principal order of
knighthood in England was placed
under the patronage of St. George. He is
a legendary-historical figure about
whom little is known. He is believed to
have been martyred sometime before
the time of the Emperor Constantine,
perhaps in 303. Early stories of his
knighthood describe the public
witnessing of his faith, arrest, brave
suffering and martyrdom.
Hazel, a native of Morrisville, NC is
a graduate of Cary, NC High School and
UNC Chapel Hill. Aside from her many

The discussion focused on what this
newly re-formed Commission would be
asked to do, what vision they are being
asked to explore. The LRPC has been
asked to develop a guideline for the
construction of and paying for, that long
contributions here at St. Thomas’, some yearned for dream of a new Parish
of her other accomplishments and House.
awards include:
Yes, there it is, for all to see, in black
United Way
and white. A new Parish House!
Rockingham County Society of
Pharmacists
The immediate task is to find a
Rockingham County Prescription group of dedicated Christian leaders
Assistance for Seniors: founding to bring this Commission to life.
committee, chair of education Women and men who have dreamed that
committee.
dream. Men and women who want to
Reidsville & Vicinity Free Clinic: become this opportunity, to patiently
build the firm foundation upon which,
Steering committee
Governor’s Volunteer Award for one day, one day Lord, we may all walk.
1995, Retarded Citizens of America
Award for help to group homes.
Boy Scouts of America: Troop and
Pack 738
NCAP state pharmacists’ association
Rockingham County Health
Department: Founder of Asthma Clinic,
co-founder of Rockingham MAP which
has so far procured medication valued in
excess of 2 million dollars for citizens
who would otherwise be unable to
afford medication treatment options.
Congratulations Hazel!!!
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I have volunteered to be the first
LRPC Vestry Liaison. I respectfully call
upon all of us, the entire congregation,
to join our hands of love in unity and
pray that the necessary servant leaders
will step forward and walk that first
step.
Jesus is Lord.
James McCloskey
LRPC Vestry Liaison
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2007 Lenten Suppers & Programs
The programs for our 2007 Lenten Suppers planned by our
Parish Life Committee were in response to the Wellness
survey in which our congregation was involved. Following a
healthy supper, the presenters and their topics were:
February 28 – Katie Amos, Mental Health Counselor,
spoke on Stress Management.
March 7 – Brenda Sutton, NC Cooperative Extension
Agent, spoke on Heart Healthy Issues.
March 14 – James Boswell, exercise physiologist from
Family Fitness, spoke on Exercise and everyone present
participated.
March 21 – Brenda Sutton, NC Cooperative Extension
Agent, spoke on Heart Healthy Issues.
March 28 – John Ferguson presented a program on
Living Wills and Health Care Power ofAttorney.
Katie Amos, Mental Health Counselor

Brenda Sutton, NC Cooperative Extension Agent

James Boswell, Exercise Physiologist
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Brenda Sutton - Heart Healthy Issues Part II
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Bishop’s Visit - The Rt. Rev. Charles F. Duvall - March 25, 2007
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

The Rt. Rev. Charles F. Duvall
Retired Bishop of the Central Gulf Coast

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Men’s Club

ECW Retreat
Photos courtesy of Donna Van Ness

April will be a busy time for the
Men's Club.
First, the Easter
Breakfast will be prepared and served
by the men of the church between the
early and family services. Richard
Piazza will be coordinating the food
and the chores. Please call Richard to
sign up for the “chore list”, which will
include setting up, cooking, serving and
clean-up. This is always a great event
which is put on by our men every year
and there is no charge. Bring your
family and enjoy the fellowship and
great food!
The April meeting night will be
Thursday, April 12th and this meeting
The ECW held their annual retreat at
will be about planning the food tent
activities for the Spring Flea on April St. Francis Springs Prayer Center in
21st. A dinner will be served at 6:30, Stoneville on March 24. This year’s
theme was “Prayer: A Conversation
and the menu will be:
with God.” Our 16 members were
joined by leader Carole Ardizzone and
Lasagna/spinach roll-ups
her friend Becky Pitts, both from
Meatballs
Charlotte. It was a great day! Carole,
Tossed Salad
with her engaging personality, spoke
Italian Bread
about prayer- talking to God and
Dessert
listening to God. She has spirituality and
Coffee, lemonade or iced tea
enthusiasm that has no bounds. We left
feeling uplifted, refreshed and
Please plan to attend!
Coffee Volunteers Needed! - Please
let Richard Piazza or Tommy Thorn
know if you would be willing to
volunteer for our Sunday morning
coffee for the months of April or May.
So far we don’t have anyone scheduled
so that we can continue this wonderful
opportunity for fellowship following
the Family Service.

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Needs requested for April:
Green beans
Pinto Beans
Cereal
Canned Fruit

10
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challenged. The Rev. Michael Zumpf
(St. Luke's in Eden) completed our day
with Eucharist in the chapel. Laura and
I thank you for the wonderful
participation and all of your faithful
help and support.
Anne Donecker

P

lease mark your calendars for
this very important fundraising event for the ECW
and the Men's Club. A food
tent will welcome visitors, compliments
of our Men's Club. The food tent
proceeds will be donated to our youth
for the mission trip this summer. They
will be selling sausage biscuits with
coffee in the morning for $1.25. Lunch
will be hot dogs - $1; hamburgers $1.50; French fries - $ .75; 16 ounce
drinks (tea or lemonade) - $1 - coffee .50
per cup.
Flea items may be brought to the
church any time after 12:15 on Friday,
th
the 20 .
We will have volunteers
available to assist with pricing any
donated items.

Spring Flea & Bake Sale

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church Women

Spring Flea Market
& Bake Sale

Baked goods can also be brought in
Thursday afternoon, Thursday evening
or Friday morning. We need breads,
pies, cakes, cookies, etc.

Saturday, April 21

We would like to receive all
donations by 7:30 Friday evening.
Please save your plastic shopping bags
as we need a supply for our shoppers.

8 AM - 2 PM

Proceeds from the flea market and
bake sale will benefit the various
outreach programs that are supported by
the ECW. This will be a wonderful
event with your support!
Dot Reilly and Joanne Piazza
Coordinators

Breakfast and Lunch will be served by
The Men’s Club and EYC

Come join us at St. Thomas’

April ECW Meetings:
There will be an Executive Board
Meeting on Tuesday April 3 at 7:30
p.m. in the Vestry Room.
Please note that the date for the
General Meeting has been changed to
Sunday April 22 following the Family
Service in the Parish House.
The April morning chapter meeting
will be held at Dot Trent’s home on
April 11. Dottie Worth will be
presenting the program. Hope to see
you there!

Breakfast & Lunch
served by the
Men’s Club & EYC

Hot Dogs
Hamburgers

Sausage Biscuits

French Fries

Coffee

Baked Beans
Bake Sale
Flea Market

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Mission Trip Support

Youth News

Photos courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

Following is a list of Mission Trip
We had the lock in for EYC on Friday night March 23.
Food Support needs. Please see
We attended the play Once Upon a Teen at Reidsville High (Ben Fraser was in
Richard Piazza if you would be willing the play). Participating in the lock in were Gayle Ferguson, Elisabeth Pugh and
to donate any of these items for this 15 teenagers. Here are some pictures...
year’s trip:
Peanut Butter 3 smooth, 2 crunchy
Grape Jelly - 2 jars
Mustard - 2 squeeze bottles
Mayo - 4 jars
Ketchup - 4 bottles
Cereal
Frosted Flakes - 6 boxes
Cinnamon Toast Crunch - 4
boxes
Honey Nut Cheerios - 4 boxes
Pop Tarts (4 boxes each)
Frosted Brown Sugar, Frosted
Chocolate
Blue Berry, Strawberry
Nutri-grain bars
Manwich sauce - 8 large cans
Cookies Oreos, Chocolate Chip,
Oatmeal, Sugar
Salad dressing (mainly Ranch)
Syrup Gatorade powdered containers (Wal
Mart has best price)
Bottled Water - 20 cases
12 packs of sodas
Coke, Diet Coke
Pepsi, Diet Pepsi
Dr Pepper,
Sierra Mist
Mountain Dew
Zip-Loc Bags
Aluminum Foil
Saran Wrap
Napkins
Paper Towels
Dish washing detergent
Paper plates
Bowls
Utensils
Garbage bags (large ones)
Cups (hot and cold)
Sugar
SOS pads
Salt & pepper shakers
Baby wipes in the plastic containers

The EYC schedule for April is:
April 1 - (Palm Sunday) - No EYC

April 15 - 5:00 p.m. Program TBA
April 21 - Help with the Spring Flea
& Bake Sale

April 8 - (Easter) - No EYC
April 28 - 5:00 p.m. Program TBA

12
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Spaghetti Supper - Youth Mission Trip - Church of the Epiphany
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

On Sunday evening March 11,
nearly 20 St. Thomas’ parishioners
made the trek to dine with our
Rockingham County neighbors at the
Church of the Epiphany in Eden.
The occasion was a spaghetti supper
to raise funds for our combined youth
mission trip this coming summer.
We not only ate well but were
warmly received by our neighbors!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Musical notes from

Thoughts on Stewardship
I have been blessed to hear faith
related stories from fellow Sunday
School class members in the Marcus
Borg study, The Heart of Christianity.
Many of us came from rigid,
fundamentalist backgrounds and find
Borg's book to be liberating and full of
the “good news” of our faith. Recently
it also has been amazing how the
sermons have tied-in with our current
lessons. The Rev. Robert Laws and
Rev. Henry Sink coincidently (or maybe
not) preached about the subject matter
we had just studied prior to the sermon.
In Robert Laws' sermon on the
Beatitudes, he stressed that God's
kingdom is for us in the here and now in
the present moment. Henry Sink talked
about his “faith” story and told us about
times in his life that God was with him

even when he was not even aware of
or particularly close to God and how
God had continually “saved” him over
and over again through Godly people.
Then last Sunday, Robert Laws told us
that like the father of the Prodigal Son,
our God is one of mercy and grace and
would always be there for us when it
was time for us to come home.
I think that too many times we focus
on a strict religion of guilt, fear, sin,
judgment, and punishment. When we
are able to worship a loving God that is
life giving and nourishing and see a God
that can transform our life in the “here
and now,” we and others can be changed
for the better.
Tom Balsley

A Letter from Mary Brent Trigg
Dear Melinda and Tom,

revelation of the Holy Spirit is a
continuous one.

I would give almost anything to hear
you do the course on Marcus Borg's The
Blessings on you both for giving this
Heart of Christianity. I had the great gift to St. Thomas!
good fortune to hear him give The
Davidson Lecture at Mars Hill College
Mary Brent Trigg
and went to Black Mountain to make it
an overnight (three years ago). We got
seats an hour ahead, and by the time to
begin, people had lined the walls. He is
just dynamic and I am thrilled that you
are leading St. Thomas on this exciting
adventure.
Frequently we were clapping and,
often, on our feet in applause. He's that
good. It seems to me that there were
others there from St. Thomas, but I can't
remember who, nor can I remember
which books of Borg that I've read. He
proves to me among others that the
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Ed
Rounding the Corner
As I write this, the end of Lent is
approaching. As you read this, the end
of Lent is imminent. We're “rounding
the corner” and have almost arrived at
Easter. Yet spring is just beginning. We
have focused on self-discipline and
have seen as its model Jesus, who was a
disciple even unto death. Yet we
prepare to celebrate Jesus' resurrection
and with it God's victory over sin and
death. The old passes away and the new
takes its place. Then the new becomes
old, and something else comes along.
We are in a constant state of change, it
seems, and even experience paradoxes
which make life hard to understand and
hard to cope with. We may feel
sometimes like we are on a roller
coaster, particularly during crisis times.
There is good news, and there is bad,
then there is good again. It is as one
Southern gentleman spoke when
describing the weather: “If you don't
like what you've got now, just wait a
while and it'll change.” Where is the
constant amidst all this uncertainty?
Our Scripture lessons point us again
and again to God's faithfulness.
Somehow, some way, we are reminded,
God is here with us, touching our minds
and hearts, calming us, making us able
to love, strengthening us for challenges
we face every day. Around every corner
is something new, but God is always
present. That is our hope. That is our
joy. That is our peace.
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

Mary Brent Trigg
August 4, 2002

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Go Carol!!!

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...
DATE

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

February 25
Lent I

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
66

March 4
Lent II

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

23
66

March 11
Lent III

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

11
57

March 18
Lent IV

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

20
56

March 25
Lent V - Bishop’s Visit

10:00 a.m.

94

Memorials Person Needed!
St. Thomas has a need for someone to assume
responsibility for the recording of all Memorials that are given
to us. This is a wonderful opportunity for providing a valuable
service and a lasting contribution to our church history. Please
contact Jeanne Horsley, Senior Warden at 342-2869.

Photo by Robert Ross
Courtesy of The Reidsville Review
March 21, 2007

The photo above appeared on the front page of last
Wednesday’s Reidsville Review along with a story about the
ministry of the Reidsville Outreach Center - “Taking Care
Of Our Own”. Congratulations and many thanks to our own
Carol Pruitt for her dedication and commitment to the
center!

Thank You!!!
The Reidsville Soup Kitchen, Inc.
would like to take this opportunity to
express their sincere appreciation for your
recent expressions of goodwill.
Support such as yours ensures the
continuation of this much needed
community project.
Thanks for your continued support!

Pledge Report
February 2007 Year To Date
Total Revenue

$ 9,977.08

$ 18,098.52

Total Operations Expenses

$ 11,754.35

$ 21,860.46

- $ 1,777.27

- $ 3,761.94

Difference

www.StThomasReidsville.org

15

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Non-Profit Organization
US Postage

315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320

PAID

Permit #19
Reidsville, NC

Return Service Requested
April 2007

Inside This Issue...

> Adult Sunday School / Holy Week Services
2
> The Warrior Saint - Don Gwarek
3
> Vestry News / Recycling Reminder
4
> EDS / Healthcare/Wellness / EDS Flower Sale
5
> Children’s Christian Education
6
> Hazel Post: St. George Award / Long Range Planning 7
> 2007 Lenten Suppers / Bishop Duvall’s Visit 8 & 9
> Men’s Club / ECW Retreat / “Fill The Tub”
10
> Spring Flea Market & Bake Sale
11
> Youth News / Mission Trip / Spaghetti Supper 12 & 13
> Thoughts on Stewardship / Musical Notes from Ed 14
> Pledge Report / Thank You / Go Carol!!!
15

Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

349-3511

• Youth Leaders Oscar Macias 280-3361

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

• Director of Christian Education
Wanda C. Fields
336-349-6747
dce@stthomasreidsville.org
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jessica Rivers (2006-2007)
Tracy York (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Sexton Carol Pruitt

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Pastoral Care Chair Tommy Thorn 616-0800
• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com

• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

