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Bishop’s Visit - Sunday March 25 - 10:00 a.m.

P

One Combined Service - 10:00 a.m.

Martha Balsley - Parish Life
349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com

lease plan to be present on
Sunday March 25 for a visit
from the Rt. Rev. Charles F.
Duvall, retired bishop of the
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. Bishop
Duvall now resides in Columbia, SC and is
known as the “storytelling Bishop” and an
inspiring preacher. He has a reputation as
an engaging storyteller and has recorded
“Biblical Stories Retold to Tickle the Ear
and Touch the Heart” on audiocassette. He
has also preached on the Episcopal Series of
the radio program, “The Protestant Hour”.

Phillip Dalton - Finance
613-9695
phillipesi@triad.rr.com

A reception will be held in the Parish Hall
following the 10:00 a.m. service and the
Vestry will meet with the bishop at 1:00.

Jeanne Horsley - Sr. Warden
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net
Tom Ham - Jr. Warden
349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Don Gwarek - Pastoral Care
349-5074
dgwarek@bellsouth.net
Jim McCloskey - Christian Education
349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
Dot Reilly - Communications
634-1828
irishbr@aol.com
Tommy Thorn - Outreach
616-0800
tthorne@triad.rr.com
Polly Yeago - Membership, Worship
643-7708
payeago@bellsouth.net

Open Vestry Meetings are
every third Monday at 6:30 p.m.

March 2007

The Rt. Rev. Charles F. Duvall
Photo courtesy of Day1.net

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake breakfast and supper was held on Tuesday February
20. This year the Men’s Club served 31
breakfasts in the morning and 165 dinners in
the evening. Many thanks to everyone who
participated and helped!
More pictures on page 11.
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Adult Sunday School
Discussion of The Heart of Christianity by Marcus Borg
St. Thomas' Episcopal Church
Sundays, February 11 - May 6, 2007
9:45-10:55 in the Vestry Room
Facilitators: Melinda Rice and Tom Balsley
DATE CHAPTER
2/11
1

2/18
2/25

2
3

Faith
The Bible

3/4

4

God

3/11

5

Jesus

3/18

6

Born Again

3/25

7

The Kingdom
of God

4/1

8

Thin Places

4/8

2

TOPIC
Introduction
Two
Paradigms

EASTER—
NO CLASS
Sin and
Salvation
The Heart of
the Matter

4/15

9

4/22

10

4/29

11

Heart and
Home

5/6

Review

Final
Thoughts

QUESTION TO PONDER
Do you think Borg presents a fair and accurate
description of the two “paradigms” within
Christianity today? Why is this a source of such
conflict?
What does the word “faith” mean to you?
Can the Bible still be a sacred text even if it is
not factually true? Why? Or why not?
How do you react to the two concepts of God
that Borg discusses? Which resonates most
strongly with you? Why?
Borg considers it important to make a distinction
between what he calls the “Pre-Easter Jesus” and
the Post-Easter Jesus.” Do you agree? Why or
why not?
In what ways is the meaning of the concept of
“born again” in the emerging paradigm different
from its meaning in the earlier paradigm? In
what ways is it the same?
The “Kingdom of God” has been understood in
many different ways. Do you agree with Borg
about the political meaning of “Kingdom of
God”? If yes, why? If not, why not?
What physical location or activity or person has
been a “thin place” for you? What are some
specific experiences that made it so?

What do the concepts of “sin” and “repentance”
and “salvation” mean to you?
What spiritual practices are most important to
you? How do these make Christianity a way of
life for you rather than a mere system of beliefs?
According to Borg, what do the world’s
enduring religions have in common? What is
unique about Christianity? Why be Christian?
What have you concluded about the “heart” of
Christianity during the past 12 weeks? Are there
ways of bridging the gap between the “earlier”
and “emerging” paradigms?
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A Lot of Titles
by Don Gwarek
of a church that is supported financially
from outside sources. But Priests have
other duties as well. For instance, they
can assume the duties of Canon, which
is an administrative post. The position
of Canon does not have to be a Priest
however. The title and position can be
given to a lay person who is appointed
by the Bishop to fill the post. And of
course a Priest can be a Dean which
means that he is either the Priest in
charge of a cathedral and presides over
Let’s start at the top with the position the Canons or laws of the church or is
of Archbishop. Our current Archbishop head of faculty at a college or seminary.
is The Very Reverend Katharine Jefferts Whew! It’s a good thing there are plenty
Schori. She is also known by the title of of jobs to go around because at last
Primate which means first and she is the count there were 14000 Priests in the
chief pastor of our Province which are United States.
all 100 Episcopal Dioceses in the United
States and 13 Dioceses overseas. She
The last of the ordained ministers of
was elected for a one time term of 9
the
church would be the Deacons. They
years at the last General Convention.
are
lower
in rank than Priests and cannot
Sure it’s a big job but she is assisted by a
consecrate
the bread and wine. There
staff of 200 at the Episcopal Church
are
actually
two types of Deacons . . .
Center in New York City.
one which one year after ordination will
become a Priest, and the other which
Next in rank are the Bishops. He or will never become a Priest but will serve
she is the spiritual leader and the Bishop in whatever ministry he
administrator of a diocese. And by the desires. They usually work in Outreach,
way, it is quite impressive to think that Drug, or Prison programs. However, a
our bishops are a successor to one of the Deacon can rise in rank to become an
12 Apostles. Yes it is true that there has Archdeacon, which is a Bishop’s
been an unbroken chain of the laying on assistant and ranks just below a Bishop.
of hands from Apostle to Bishop. They are addressed as Venerable Canon.
Amazing! Anyway, assisting the Bishop
is a Coadjutor which is a Bishop who is
Now let’s talk about lay persons.
given almost equal authority and the
automatic right to succeed the
incumbent Bishop thereby providing
Ever hear of a Chancellor? He or she
continuous leadership. Also assisting
is a person who gives legal advice to a
the Bishop is a Suffragan Bishop.
diocese.

There is no doubt that our form of
worship has been around for a long time.
Along the way we have picked up a lot
of titles for our clergy and lay persons.
There are probably a lot of old timers in
the faith and certainly newcomers who
would scratch their heads when they
hear some of the titles and ask
themselves just what in the heck do they
do. If you are one of these folks, just
read on.

Okay, here is the $64000 question.
Who do you think has the most
important job in the church?
The answer is a no-brainer. It’s You !
Wow! I can just see you pointing
your finger at your chest, eyes wide.
Me?
Sure, because you are the one person
that everyone in town sees every day.
You are the one who sends cards or calls
on sick friends just to let them know that
you care. You’re the one who cuts the
grass or fixes a broken chair for a
neighbor. You’re the one who helps in
the kitchen, sets tables, sings in the
choir, teaches Sunday school, brings
meals to someone’s house when they are
sick. You’re the person who is not afraid
to hug a friend or listen when they need
to talk. Sometimes the things you do
might seem pretty ordinary, but to the
people you are helping you are pretty
extraordinary.
You are all the men and women in the
church.
Everyone in the Episcopal Church is
considered a minister. As such we are all
God’s representatives here on earth. We
are all here to demonstrate God’s love
and You do that so well each and every
day.
I think You put a smile on God’s
face.

Now we come to the Priests.
And of course on the church level we
Everyone should be familiar with them
have Acolytes, Eucharist Ministers, Lay
so I won’t dwell on them except to say
Readers, Lectors, Sextons, Stephen
that there are supply Priests, and interim
Ministers.
Priests as well as Rectors and Vicars. By
the way do you know the difference
between the last two? No? Well a Rector
Whew! Enough already.
is a Priest in charge of a self-supporting
It’s time to take the test. Ready?
church and a Vicar is a Priest in charge

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, 2007 Sr. Warden
Richard Piazza gave the Financial
Report which included a corrected
Treasurer's Report for 2006 and a
corrected proposed budget for 2007.
The Treasurer's Report for January 2007
was accepted by the Vestry. The
following motions were approved:
purchase a short-term CD for $10,000
not to exceed 8 months, place 2006
pledge received in 2007 from stock sale
in Construction Fund/Vestry Account,
consolidate all named memorial funds
($100 or less) into the Memorial Fund
and stipulate that all future or current
memorials less than $100 be
consolidated into the Memorial Fund
after 1-year of opening the fund.
Jeanne Horsley reported that Father
Robert Laws will be Supply Priest
through the end of March. The nursery
attendant has resigned and will not be
replaced until there are babies staying in
the nursery who need an attendant. Safe
Church training has been scheduled for
March 15 at St. Thomas. Canon Hunn
has been asked to provide a list of
Interim candidates for the Vestry to
interview. The Vestry reviewed a letter
that is to be sent to the congregation
regarding the Transition Process.

music for Easter. Ed reported that the
organ motor is out and should be
repaired. New shelving has been placed
in the choir room. On February 25 we
will return to Rite I. A 15 passenger van
will leave the church at 2:30 on March
25 for Bill Oldland's Installation
Service.
· Parish Life-Martha Balsley reported
that Parish Life is set to do the Lenten
Dinners. The Vestry approved a motion
to take $250 from undesignated
Memorials for honorariums to the
Lenten Dinner speakers to be given to
the charity of their choice.
·Christian Education-Jim
McCloskey reported that the new DCE
Wanda Fields is working out fine. The
children will do Lenten programs
during the Lenten Season.
In OLD BUSINESS
· The Vestry set the date April 28 for a
“walk through” of the church facilities
to make a list of needed improvements
and repairs. Plans are being made for a
St. Thomas Workday in the spring.

In NEW BUSINESS
· The Vestry directed the Treasurer to
place the interest income of $1402.83
from the Nancy Price Watt Outreach
fund into Outreach.

· Worship-Polly Yeago said that
Organist Ed Spencer is working on · Approved motion to send check of
4

· Reviewed letter from Jeffrey
Hutchins, Chief Executive Officer of
Penick Village who offered to visit St.
Thomas and give a presentation.
· Approved motion establishing
vacation and sick leave for Church
Secretary.
·Approved suggestion that
Commission Reports be submitted
electronically prior to Vestry meeting.
Vestry members are encouraged to read
all reports prior to Vestry meeting.
· Vestry changed vestry meeting time to
6:30pm.
· Next meeting Date: March 19

Special Events - March
Wednesday evenings in March
5:30 p.m.

Church Open for Meditation

· Jim McCloskey offered to write a
In the Junior Warden's Report Tom notice in Tidings for someone interested
Ham said that a Key Inventory has been in working with the Vestry in the
made and is ongoing. He has begun a Memorials position.
walk-through of the Rectory making a
list of repairs that will need to be done
· Martha Balsley agreed to serve as the
when it is vacated. A lawn care contract
Vestry liaison to the Episcopal Day
has been awarded. The organ has been
School Board.
repaired. The Vestry may need to look
at replacing the church roof.
· The Vestry approved the 2006
Parochial Report and it will be sent to
COMMISSION REPORTS
the Diocese.
· Communications-Dot Reilly
reported that the Reidsville Review will
run information about the Pancake
Supper and Ash Wednesday service as
well as Rockingham Reads discussion
at St. Thomas on February 24.

$750 again this year to Virginia
Theological Seminary for theological
education.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

6:00 p.m.

Lenten Dinners & Programs
March 18th – 12:00 p.m.

Christian Education Commission
Planning Meeting
March 23 & 24

EYC Overnight Lock in
March 24 –

ECW Retreat at St. Francis
Springs Prayer Center
Sunday March 25 –

10:00 Combined Service:
Bishop’s Visit
The Rt. Rev. Charles F. Duvall

Episcopal Day School
Our busy month
of February started
with the letter Pp.
We had Pajama Day
and wore our
pajamas to school
and had pancakes for snack. We also
celebrated Valentine's Day by making
Valentine cards for our Sr. Friends and
for our parents. We had a Valentine
party and decorated our own cookie
with sprinkles and red M&Ms. The
kids brought in Valentine cards to
exchange with their friends. During Qq
week we talked about animals that are
Quick or Quiet or both. We also painted
the letter Q using Q-tips. During Rr
week we talked about the color red and
rectangles. We made a picture of

Robbie the Robot using cut out
Thank you to Teresa Ruhland for
rectangles. During February we also donating a couple of electronic toys for
talked about the heart shape and how the kids to use. We appreciate your
our real heart works in our body. We thoughtfulness!
also used stethoscopes to listen to our
heart beats.
Until next month...
We are still preparing for our
Ms. Edie & Ms. Jeanette
program on March 1st. The kids look
forward to presenting the play “The
Visitor” to their parents and family
members along with songs and
handbells.

The Transition Process

Please remember to continue to
collect the Box Tops off of the General
On February 15 the Vestry met with
Mills products. We receive .10 cents for Canon Hunn and Bishop Marble to go
each one!
over the Transition Process. St. Thomas
is in Phase 2: Preparing for Interim.
Father Laws will act as Supply Priest
for the month of March. On February
19, we contacted the Deployment Office
requesting names of potential Interim
candidates. The Vestry will interview
get your weight maintenance, divide these candidates and make a selection.
your weight by 2.2 and multiply that
number by 30.)
Other phases to follow in this
process are:
Sugar and enriched flour (which the
body perceives basically as sugar) are · Phase 3 Congregational
the main ingredients of most desserts. Development
This high glycemic duo increases the · Phase 4 Naming a Search
glucose level in the blood and pumps up Committee
the insulin response. Too much insulin · Phase 5 Developing the
encourages the body to store calories as Congregational Profile and the
fat. Of course, it's okay to eat sweets in Parish Search Request
moderation and we're certainly not
· Phase 6 The Search
saying that you should eliminate them
from your diet completely. The task · Phase 7 The Call
force just wants everyone to be mindful · Phase 8 Saying Good-bye to the
of what's going into our mouths and to Interim Rector
make the best choices possible to live · Phase 9 Welcome
long and healthy lives.
Remember to keep St. Thomas in
your prayers as we move through this
Healthcare Ministry Taskforce transitional period. I know that you will
continue to follow the teachings of the
Source: EATING WELL FOR church. I look forward to the growth we
OPTIMUM HEALTH, can experience in Phase 3 as we
Andrew Weil, M.D. d e v e l o p t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n ' s
understanding of who we are and what
our mission is.
Jeanne Horsley,
Senior Warden

Healthcare/Wellness Ministry
The St.Thomas' Health Task Force is
excited about lining up the programs for
t
h
e
Wednesday
night Lenten
dinners.
W e ' r e
h o p i n g
everyone is
going to find
t h e m
interesting.
We are also
discouragin
g desserts at
t h e s e
gatherings. We should be trying to lead
simple, contemplative lives during Lent
so maybe simple meals are in order.
Also, somehow great quantities of sugar
don't seem to go with programs about
good health.
Did you know that the average
American eats sixty pounds of sugar a
year? Think about that a minute! If you
drink one can of regular soda over what
it takes to maintain your body every day,
you'll gain fifteen pounds in a year. (To
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Christian Education News
In February we had our first planned musical Sunday
school lesson. Don Gwarek led the kids in song and guitar.
They sang, they laughed and acted out songs about David and
Goliath, Jonah and the whale, and sang “This Little Light of
Mine”. It was a special time. Please note that we have 4 more
musical Sundays planned and we are purchasing
(inexpensive) musical instruments so the kids play too. Do I
hear the word “Band”? IF ANYONE WANTS TO JOIN IN,
JUST LET US KNOW!
· Other regular lessons included the stories of Joseph, Mary
and Jesus fleeing to Egypt to escape Herod, the boy Jesus in
the Temple, Jesus choosing his disciples and the
Transfiguration.
· Average attendance has been from 3 to 8. Thank you
parents and grandparents for bringing your young ones. All
the good things begin at 10:00 am every Sunday morning.

Processing the Cross

Upcoming special events for March:
· March 18th is Bishop Hat day. In honor of the Bishop’s
annual visit on March 25th, we’re making our own “Bishop’s
Hats” to wear during that service. Now that should be
interesting!
· Planting Day: The Children’s Garden is going in the
ground on Saturday, March 31 at 12:00 pm. Pizza lunch will
be provided, as well as the plants. So parents and grandparents
bring your children and family (and your favorite garden stuff,
if you wish) for a fun time in the sun. All we need is you! Rain
date is Saturday April 14 at 12:00 pm. Please RSVP so we can
plan ahead. Call Jim McCloskey, 349-6283 x274 or Wanda
Fields, 349-6747.
Jim McCloskey

Singing Happy Birthday to Sam

Children’s Christian Education Update
By Wanda Fields, DCE
My first three Sundays at St. Thomas
have been spent getting to know the
children in Sunday School and
observing their current program. They
are definitely very blessed to have Jim
McCloskey as their lead teacher. He
has a real gift of presenting the Bible
stories in a meaningful and creative way
and in showing his care and love for the
children.

will be focusing on God's love, our love
NOTE: Christian Education
for each other, and drawing closer to Commission Planning Meeting Sunday,
God. There are several special activities March 18 (immediately following 11am
planned during lent and Easter (see Worship Service)
Jim's article for details).
Soon, we will be making plans for
Vacation Bible School. Please
prayerfully consider helping with this
special time of emphasizing God's word
through stories, music, crafts, and
activities.

As we enter the season of lent, we
6
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Thank you for your support of our
Christian Education Programs. Please
remember our children and leaders in
your prayers.
Love and blessings,
Wanda

Scouting News... Congratulations Billy!
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Lenten Programs

Billy Bunton Receives the
Cherokee District Award of Merit.
Billy Bunton, former scoutmaster of
Boy Scout Troop 738, received the
Cherokee District Award of Merit
Saturday, January 20, 2007, at the
District Banquet at Camp Cherokee.
The District Award of Merit is the
highest award in scouting at the district
level presented to adult scouters.
Billy received his Eagle Award while
a youth in Troop 738 at St. Thomas. He
has served as Assistant Scoutmaster,
Committee member of both Troop 738
and Pack 738, as well as Scoutmaster.
He joined Troop 738 in 1969 at 14 years
of age.
Billy served his country in the Coast
Guard, and is a community volunteer.
He works with the Methodist Men’s
Club and serves as an usher at the Main
Street United Methodist Church. He
holds the “Flame and Cross Award”, the
Methodist religious award for scouters.
Troop 738 will be celebrating its
40th anniversary on Sunday, April the

The following programs will be
given during Lent:
15th, 2007 at St. Thomas. There will be
a special luncheon in the parish house
after the 11 a.m. service. We encourage
all members and former members of
Troop 738 to attend this reunion. If you
know the names and addresses of any
former members please contact Hazel
or Bill Post at 336-349-8624 or Tom
Ham at 336-349-7261. We will see
that they receive invitations. The
April 15 reunion will serve as scout
Sunday for 2007.

February 28 – Katie Amos, Mental
Health Counselor, will speak on Stress
Management
March 7 – Brenda Sutton, NC
Cooporative Extension Agent, will
speak on Heart Healthy Issues
March 14 – James Boswell, exercise
physiologist from Family Fitness, will
speak on Exercise
March 21 – Brenda Sutton, NC
Cooporative Extension Agent, will
speak on Heart Healthy Issues
March 28 – John Ferguson will
present a program on Living Wills and
Health Care Power of Attorney

Billy Bunton receiving the District Award of Merit
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These programs are in response to
the Wellness survey in which our
congregation was involved. Your
attendance and participation is
encouraged. We will eat supper in the
Parish Hall at 6:30 pm and the above
speakers will present their program
shortly afterwards.
Martha Balsley,
Parish Life Committee
7

Youth Activities
The EYC schedule for March is:
March 4 - Movie (time TBA) - meet
at church
March 11 - 5:00 pm - prepare Lenten
dinner
March 14 - serve Lenten dinner
(time TBA)
March 18 - 5:00 pm - Games & Fun
March 23/24 - overnight lock in at
church (time TBA)

Men’s Club Activities
The next Men’s Club Meeting will
be their annual Oyster Roast on
Thursday March 15th at Kris Rogers’
home.
Thanks in advance to Jeff North &
Jim McCloskey for taking care of the
Sunday morning Coffee in the Pipkin
Parlor during the month of March.

ECW
The Episcopal Church
Women's Retreat will be
held on March 24 at St.
Francis Springs Prayer
Center.
The tentative
time is 9:00am to 3:30
p m . We w i l l h a v e a d d i t i o n a l
information at the Chapter meeting at
Jeanne Horsely's on March 14. Hope to
see you there.
The ECW remembered Mrs. Emily
Giles on February 14 -- her 103rd
Birthday -- with flowers, cards, and
cake taken to her.

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Needs requested for March:
Green beans
Pinto Beans
Cereal
Canned Fruit
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NC Diocese Welcomes New Bishop Assistant
Bishop Curry Introduces Eastern
Oregon's Gregg to take the helm in
Charlotte
The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry has
announced the appointment of the Rt.
Rev. William O. Gregg, Ph.D. of
Eastern Oregon to the position of
Bishop Assistant for the Diocese of
North Carolina.
In a letter released to church
leadership and parishes of the Diocese,
Curry states:
"I am delighted to announce that the
Right Reverend William O. Gregg, Ph.
D. Bishop of Eastern Oregon, has
accepted my call to serve as Bishop
Assistant in the Diocese of North
Carolina. This appointment will be
effective May 1, 2007.
Bishop Gregg will
begin his ministry
among us at that time.
His wife Kathy will stay
in Oregon until the
conclusion of the school
year. His office and
residence will be in
Charlotte, continuing
our commitment to
having an Episcopal
presence in metropolitan
areas of the diocese,
providing availability to
the surrounding
communities.
Bishop Gregg and I are both in the
House of Bishops class of 2000, having
been consecrated that year. Together we
attended the College for Bishops,
sometimes referred to as “baby bishops
school.” Since then we have become
friends as well as colleagues in the
House.
He was ordained and consecrated VI
Bishop of Eastern Oregon on September
23, 2000. Together with his wife Kathy,
and their son Nathan, he came to Eastern
Oregon from New London, Connecticut
where he served as Rector of St. James
Episcopal Church. He previously
served in the Diocese of Virginia (where
he was ordained Deacon and Priest) as a
parish priest and Chaplain/Teacher at St.
Anne's-Belfield School in
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Charlottesville, the Diocese of
Southwestern Virginia, where he served
as Rector of St. Thomas, Abingdon, the
Diocese of Northern Indiana where he
served as an Interim, supply priest and
priest associate while attending the
University of Notre Dame (Ph.D., '93,
Systematic Theology), and the Diocese
of Indianapolis, where he served as
Vicar of St. George, West Terre Haute,
priest associate at St. Stephen's, Terre
Haute, and as Associate Professor of
Theology at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College. He received the M.Div. from
Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge,
MA.
Among his numerous leadership
roles in the church, Bishop Gregg
currently serves as Chair of the Standing
Commission on
Ecumenical Relations of
the General Convention,
as an Anglican member
of the International
Anglican-Orthodox
Theological Dialog, and
as a member of the
House of Bishops
Theology Committee.
In addition to sharing
E p i s c o p a l
responsibilities and
ministry with Bishop
Marble and me, Bishop
Gregg will serve as the area bishop for
the Charlotte, Sandhills and Rocky
Mount convocations. Working together
with the Bishops, Canons and Diocesan
Council, he will also provide Episcopal
oversight and support for the
implementation of Phase II of the
Mission Action Plan and ecumenical
and interfaith work of the diocese.
Bishop Gregg brings a depth of
experience with congregations,
particularly with small congregations in
both urban and rural communities. He is
a scholar, an ecumenist, someone
skilled in administration and
organization, with a background in
family systems theory. At the root of all
the gifts, skills and experience, he is a
Continued on Page 9

Musical notes from

Thoughts on Stewardship
Some weeks earlier (Jan. 20), you no
doubt read about the fight involving
football players and the Palestinian
students at Guilford College. It was
shocking to everyone, especially
considering the Quaker values and
principles upon which this school was
founded. No matter who is at fault, an
incident like this says much about an
aspect of violence that is all too
prevalent in our society. As a Christian
nation, it is the opposite of what we hold
to be true in regards to our treatment of
others.

we believe. If we are able to live by the
rule of loving God with all our heart and
loving all that God has made, it is likely
that we will not only change others but
ourselves as well. Two weeks ago we
shared a Sunday School class with Zion
Baptist and one question we discussed
was, “How do we know we are on the
right religious path?” In giving this
question very serious thought; I believe
that if our understanding of God makes
us kinder, more considerate, and
compassionate in dealing with those
around us, we are practicing good
theology.

When all is said and done, our
actions are really as important as what

Nancy Watt Outreach Fund
In December 1985 the children of
Nancy Price Watt set up an outreach
fund with Vestry approval using funds
from Nancy Watt's memorial account.
The principal of the fund which totaled
$6000 was to be
“Invested in such accounts,
certificates, securities, etc. as the Vestry
may deem advisable. The income from
the fund will be expended from time to
time on various outreach projects of St.
Thomas Church, to be selected by the
Vestry. “Outreach” projects shall mean
projects primarily designed to benefit
persons who are not members of St.
Thomas Church.”
The initial principal of the fund was
not available for disbursement.

Ed
Good News in Lent

Last month I shared some good news
with you about grieving. This month I
have some good news about Lent. We
often associate Lent with sadness,
confession of sins, and self-denial, but
sometimes we miss the good news, the
happiness of Lent. The name LENT
comes from words that mean
Tom Balsley springtime. We are all watching the
days grow longer and longer, and in a
few weeks those longer days will mean
warmer temperatures and the stirrings
of renewed life.

Regarding additions
“The fund will accept additional
amounts to be added to principal if each
addition is of a minimum of $100.00 and
the donor clearly indicates his desire
that the gift is to become principal. Any
other contributions to the fund may be
treated as income and disbursed as the
Vestry deems appropriate.”
As of January 31, 2007 the Nancy
Watt Outreach Fund Balance was
$22,579.17
The earned interest balance for 2006
was $1402.83

Likewise, we have the opportunity,
aided by our lectionary readings each
week, to experience stirrings of new life
as we focus on God's promises to us.
Yes, some promises are frightening...the
wicked will be destroyed, the unfruitful
uprooted...but look at the good news.
The Bible tells us God is ever-present,
making deserts habitable, reconciling
his people to himself, bringing his
people out of the bondage of temptation
and sin. We will hear prayers of
devotion to God and witnesses to God's
guidance and care. The bitter will be
mixed with the sweet.

Lent, then, is a time of questions and
The generosity of Nancy Watt's
answers,
examinations and new
friends and family has lived on and
d
i
s
c
o
v
e
r
i
es, confession and
continues to help others.
forgiveness, self-discipline and
renewed strength. Let us accept its
confrontations so that we can also enjoy
its comforts.

NC Diocese Welcomes New Bishop Assistant
Continued from Page 8

person of profound Christian faith and
commitment, genuine wisdom, and
authentic humanity. Bishop Marble and
I are very much looking forward to
sharing the ministry of episcopate with
him here in the Diocese of North
Carolina.

We are thinking about ways to
welcome, incorporate and liturgically
signify this new ministry. Praying God's
blessings on you as we near the holy
season of Lent. “
Bishop Gregg comes to Charlotte
following the retirement of Assisting
Bishop Gary Gloster.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

9

Thank You!!!
Thank You from the Oldlands
Dear friends of St. Thomas,
Thank you very much for everything you have meant to us
during our stay at St. Thomas. Your love, acceptance, and
friendship have meant more to us than one can imagine.

January 26, 2007
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
The Rev. William D. Oldland
PO Box 72
Reidsville, NC 27323

We are very grateful for your gift to us on our last Sunday. The
funds have been very helpful during the time of the move. We
are also thankful for everyone's presence at the last service.
Several people told me they could not come due to prior
engagements and I deeply appreciated their thoughtfulness in
Dear Mr. Oldland:
calling or stopping by the house. The outpouring of your love
Thank you and St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church for your recent was deeply felt and appreciated.
gift of $750.00 to The Annual Fund of Virginia Theological
Seminary. Your support is very important to the Seminary’s May God be with you in your journey as you begin the search
mission to form men and women for leadership and service in for a new rector and move into greater ministries in God's
kingdom.
the ministry of the church.
The seminaries receive no direct support from The Episcopal We love you very much,
Church. We rely on the generosity of friends such as you to
help the Seminary form clergy and lay leaders for our church. Bill, Ellen, William, and Daniel
Your support is also appreciated by our students. As more
young students enroll, often with educational debt from
college, they are dependent on our strong financial aid
program to help them avoid incurring additional debt. Heavy
debt loads limit the places in which our graduates can serve;
students who graduate without debt are free to go where the
need is greatest.
We are encouraged by your support of the 1% Plan and
grateful to you and other congregations across the country for
your support of theological education.
The Annual Report of the Seminary recognizes those who are
partners in our ministry. In appreciation of your gift, your
parish name will appear in The 2007 Annual Report as St.
Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Reidsville, North Carolina,
unless you advise us differently.
Thank you for your support of the Seminary’s ministry and its
witness to the world - it does make a difference.
Sincerely,
Edwin King Hall
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

10

The Reidsville Soup Kitchen, Inc.
would like to take this opportunity to
express their sincere appreciation for your
recent expressions of goodwill.
Support such as yours ensures the
continuation of this much needed
community project.
Thanks for your continued support!

www.StThomasReidsville.org

In Memory

Where Two or Three are

Please pray for the repose of the soul
of

Gathered Together...

Minnie Lewis Wheless
DATE

SERVICE

January 28
Epiphany 4
February 4
Epiphany 5
February 11
Epiphany 6
February 18
Epiphany Last

ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

8
64

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

6
68

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
50

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

13
79

January 25, 2007

May light perpetual shine upon her.

Memorials Person Needed!
St. Thomas has a need for someone to assume
responsibility for the recording of all Memorials that are given
to us. This is a wonderful opportunity for providing a valuable
service and a lasting contribution to our church history. Please
contact Jeanne Horsley, Senior Warden at 342-2869.
Pancake Supper 2007

Memorials Person Needed!

Pancake Supper 2007

Pledge Report
January 2007

Year To Date

Total Revenue

$ 8,121.44

$ 8,121.44

Total Operations Expenses

$ 10,106.11

$ 10,106.11

- $ 1,984.67

- $ 1,984.67

Difference

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

349-3511

• Youth Leaders Oscar Macias 280-3361

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

• Director of Christian Education
Wanda C. Fields
336-349-6747
dce@stthomasreidsville.org
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jessica Rivers (2006-2007)

WANTED!!!

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Sexton Carol Pruitt

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Pastoral Care Chair Tommy Thorn 616-0800
• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com

• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

