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Bill’s Corner

D

The Rev. William D. Oldland

ear Brothers and the midnight hour all added to the
experience of welcoming Christ the King
Sisters in Christ,
and celebrating his birth. What a truly
mystical worship experience we have on
This letter will be my that night of nights. Yes, worship is a part of
last to you as your the spiritual life where we grew and
priest. It has been my expanded our knowledge of God.
pleasure to serve you
for the past six years
Christian education is another place
and seven months. where we have grown over the last six years.
During this time we Our program is small, but it is rich. We have
have accomplished a seen a commitment grow in relation to our
great deal.
We have children and youth by the members of the
g r o w n s p i r i t u a l l y a n d church. Vacation Bible School is always a
physically. We have been faithful to God wonderful time. The Mission Trips have
and we can rejoice in our accomplishments. expanded to include members of churches
throughout the area. The adult program is
Spiritually, we have grown in our also growing with Tommy Thorn teaching
knowledge of God through Christian on Sundays and weekday opportunities as
education, worship and service. During the well. Special programs during Lent by the
calendar year we expanded our services of Rhodes, presentations by Tom Balsley and
worship by increasing the number of Bill Sutton have also been well received.
worship experiences during Holy Week Our participation in activities like Cursillo
with the Seder and The Great Vigil. We have also expanded our knowledge of the
celebrated All Saints’ Day with Zion love of God.
Baptist.
Finally, we celebrated the
Epiphany of our Lord each year. Our
continued on page 2...
services were worshipful experiences due
to the wonderful participation of our ushers
and greeters, the lay readers and lay
Eucharistic ministers, and our organist, Ed
Spencer, and the choir.
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Bill’s Corner

Adult Sunday School

continued

By far, the area where we excel the
most is in outreach, pastoral care and
parish life. All of these groups work
with service. All of them rely on the
assistance from the Men’s Club and the
ECW. In outreach over the last six years
we have made more pies, served more
Thanksgiving meals, and assisted more
families at Christmas than any time in
our past. We have assisted with mission
trips to the Dominican Republic and
raised funds for the victims of Hurricane
Katrina and the Tsunami as well. We
have helped expand services through
the Soup Kitchen, the Outreach Center
and Help, Inc. Finally, we are in the
midst of developing a health awareness
program. This program will assist
everyone in this church and hopefully
grow to the community beyond.

your priest in all of these ways for over
six years. During the last six weeks, I
have had a special joy.
During
communion, as I have distributed the
bread, I have had some special
moments. For as I have given each
person a piece of Christ’s body,
memories of the last six years have
come to mind. With each person there is
a story, a story of how your lives have
touched mine in Christ. It has been a
marvelous experience because these
memories will be cherished ones. I can
only hope and pray that your memories
are as wonderful as mine.

Melinda Rice and Tom Balsley will
be leading the adult Sunday School
class in a discussion of The Heart of
Christianity by Marcus Borg. Borg, a
professor of Religion and Culture at
Oregon State University and a worldrenowned scholar of the historical
Jesus, has written several bestselling
books on Jesus, God, and the Bible.

We chose this book for several
reasons. First, as we are all well aware
from reports in the media, there is
currently a great deal of divisiveness
within our denomination that probably
reflects the diversity in perspectives in
Yet, the stories don’t end here. For the broader community of people who
all of us the stories will continue. It is call themselves Christians. Secondly,
the story of the love of God continuing we are now entering a time of
to be shared. I will go to a new place and introspection in the life of our parish as
continue to share the story with some we begin the search for a new priest.
Pastoral Care has been incredible at new people. You, the people of St. Finally, we are approaching the season
St. Thomas. During the past six years Thomas, will continue to share the love of Lent, a time in which it is appropriate
we have celebrated many baptisms, of God wherever you may be, and with to contemplate our personal spiritual
weddings and funerals. Members of the new people. A new priest will come to journeys. Marcus Borg offers an honest
church have responded to these events be with you and new activities and appraisal of some of the issues that
in many ways.
Beautiful flower memories will be created. The best part divide Christians, but more importantly,
arrangements, receptions and parties is that these memories in Christ never he invites us to consider what unites us.
with food galore, and at times just being end. They never end because they are Regardless of what we happen to
present with a family are ways we have centered in the incredible love of God. believe about the literal truth of
taken care of one another. It has indeed So, let us celebrate. Let us celebrate the scripture, for instance, what is its deeper
been a beautiful sight to behold as this wonders of the journey we have shared meaning? What is really the “heart” of
Christian community celebrated and together and the wonders of the journey our faith?
supported one another at pivotal times that are to come. I love and cherish you.
And I thank you for the opportunity to
in the lives of our members.
We invite you to join us at 9:45 on
be with you.
Sunday mornings in the Vestry Room
Our members do care for one another
for 12 weeks of discussion and
An Irish Blessing
and we also know how to have fun and
reflection beginning February 11.
eat. The Sunday School Kick-off, The
Copies of The Heart of Christianity will
May the road rise with you.
Shrimp Fest, the Fall Luncheon, the
be available in the church office by
May the wind be always at your February 1. If you like, you may make a
Pancake Supper, the Men’s Club Oyster
Roast, the Lenten Dinners, the Easter back.
$10.00 donation to St. Thomas’. If
May the sun shine warm upon your possible, please read the preface and
Breakfast, the Spring Flea, the Sunday
School End of Year event, and the face.
Chapter 1 by the first session.
May the rains fall soft upon your
Fourth of July, not to mention coffee and
cookies after service and Lemonade on fields.
And until we meet again,
the Lawn, are wonderful events where
May God hold you in the hollow of
we gather and laugh and share our
stories. Through all of these activities God’s hand.
we have grown in our love for one
Peace,
another and our love for God.
The classes on the book, The Creed,
have
decided to suspend classes until a
It has indeed been my pleasure to be
priest is available to lead the studies.

Studies on the Nicene Creed
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Companion Diocese
by Don Gwarek
Here it is February again and you
know what that means. Hearts and
flowers are everywhere and shop
owners are hoping that you will show
your affection for your loved ones by
buying candy, flowers, diamonds or
maybe even a new car.

treatment.
So how do we fit in this picture?

Here in North Carolina, Episcopal
congregations have opened their hearts
and purses to provide financial and
practical help for people in Belize,
Costa Rica, Honduras, Panama, Haiti,
the Dominican Republic and as far away
Some people might be asking “but as South Africa.
what do I get for the person who has
everything?” Maybe they should be
But exactly what kind of help do we
asking, “What can I do for the person
provide?
Well in Costa Rica we have
who has nothing?”
built church buildings, held Bible
schools and other educational programs
T h a t i s a q u e s t i o n s o m e and conducted medical clinics. In Haiti
Episcopalians all over the world are we have built churches, supported
asking this and every month. Episcopal schools and planted trees as
Sometimes their answer is an outreach well as sending supplies and building
project called Companion Diocese, a and educational materials. In Panama
program where we help the poorest of we have built and staffed a medical
the poor in many undeveloped clinic as well as a community center for
countries.
the indigenous Indian people. In
Honduras we have held many medical
clinics and in Nicaragua with the help of
So how poor are these people rotary Clubs in North Carolina we have
anyway? Most are unemployed. Some built two libraries for public schools.
came to a city in hopes of finding work
As you can well imagine, this kind of
and instead found terrible poverty. They
mission
takes a lot of money. The funds
are the squatters whose homes are
for
these
projects are provided by 0.7%
salvaged corrugated tin and cardboard
of
each
parish’s
diocesan assessment.
boxes, living in a barrio next to a sewage
Our
parish
has
helped
financially with a
treatment plant or disease ridden
donation
of
$500
for
the past several
ditches. Some are indigenous Indians
years
to
supply
medical
aid to the
living in small jungle villages, miles
Dominican
Republic.
away from the nearest doctor. They are
people with malnourished infants and
children. They are young mothers who
Of course private donations are
carry their small babies in their arms or always welcome.
on their backs across the countryside to
Here’s what your dollars could do:
get help. They are people with problems
like malnutrition, pneumonia, parasites,
· $10 dollars would buy a Damian
intestinal and skin diseases. They are coconut tree whose milk is vital in
children with ear infections, infected treating dehydrated infants in Haiti.
bug bites or botched circumcisions.
· $25 would buy a Spanish language
They are adults with burns, or festering
prayer book and hymnal for a church in
wounds. They are people like you and
Nicaragua.
me except they are extremely poor and
· $75 would buy simple medical
need help. Sure they have private and
government hospitals there but these supplies for a week in Honduras.
people cannot afford them. They have
· $100 would buy 200 trees to green
no health insurance or money to pay for the barren hills of Haiti, and
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· $1000 would buy a church in
Belize.
Many Episcopal Churches in North
Carolina have become more involved
by actually going on these mission trips.
Saint Thomas sent a mission to
Honduras in 1988. If you think our
parish should be involved in something
like this again, contact a member of the
vestry for more information.
But maybe you would just like to go
with a team that’s already scheduled for
an upcoming mission trip. In that case
you might want to speak to Tom
Balsley, a member of our congregation
who was part of a medical team put
together by the Diocese of Mississippi
to aid the indigenous peoples in the
jungles of Panama. In October of last
year, Tom and his sister Molly, a
rheumatologist, spent 8 days on a
medical mission trip to the village of
Torti in Panama. Their team of 16 – 18
people consisted of 6 doctors, 1 nurse, a
pharmacist, and various helpers. In four
days the team gave much needed
medical help to 700 people, and
provided them with other things like
vitamins, toothbrushes, eyeglasses and
used clothing.
Another member of our parish, Jim
Donecker, a pre-med student at
William and Mary University, just came
back from a four day medical clinic in
Honduras. He was part of a team
consisting of 1 doctor, 1 physician’s
assistant, and 13 students. They were
assisted by two local doctors. During
their short stay, they helped 550 adults
and children with medical help,
medicines and other needed supplies.
A long time ago, Jesus said “that we
should love our neighbor as ourselves.”
I think that Tom and Jim and all of the
teams who participate in programs like
these or the mission trips in the summer,
are perfect examples of what “love thy
neighbor” really means.
3

Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, 2007 Sr. Warden
Jim Donecker reported on his trip to
the Dominican Republic as a volunteer
in the William and Mary Medical
Mission Corps. One of 13 college
students, selected from over 100
applicants, Jim and his team worked
long hours in the clinic and treated over
500 patients. St. Thomas' gave $500.00
to help sponsor this trip and Jim thanked
the Vestry for its support.
Richard Piazza gave the financial
report which included the Treasurer's
Report for January, 2006 through
December, 2006, noting that the church
finished the year “in the black”. He also
presented the Proposed Budget for 2007
and A Comparison of Pledge Numbers
for 2006 and 2007. The financial report
was accepted by the Vestry after an
addition of $300.00 was made in the
Nursery Care budget.
Bill Oldland and Jeanne Horsley
presented the Day School Report. The
Day School Board is looking into
adding a 2-year old program. The
Vestry approved Tracy York's name for
consideration by the EDS Board for
2007 Administrator. The Diocese
requires teacher training in sexual
harassment and sexual abuse and this
will be paid for by the church. CPR and
first aid training will also be required
and will be paid by EDS. Joanne
Piazza will remain on the EDS Board as
a Church representative.

over the transition and search process in
a meeting at St. Thomas on February 6.
She received a list of Supply Priests
from Rev. Bill Wrenn. The Rev. John
Broome will officiate at both services
on January 28 and February 4. A Vestry
Retreat will be held on February 9 and
10 to address Canon Hunn's
recommendations.
In the Junior Warden's Report Tom
Ham said he will follow-up on a
number of projects: ordering a
memorial bench, moving exterior sign
in front of the church, hanging interior
signs, and scheduling a walk through in
the Rectory to assess maintenance
needs.
Commission Reports
· Communications-Dot Reilly said
the Reidsville Review ad will be
changed to remove Bill Oldland's name.
The sign in front of the Church will be
changed as well.
· Christian education-Jim
McCloskey reported that his
commission has done planning through
May. A walk through of the nursery was
done. Since the Vestry has a review of
the Parish Hall on the agenda no
decisions regarding the nursery will be
made until the review is completed. In
the spring the Sunday school will have a
Green Thumb Day for kids to be able to
plant bushes and flowers. The Vestry
agreed to allow the use of the area near
the white fence.
· Parish Life-Martha Balsley
announced that her commission
sponsored the farewell party for Bill and
his family with 80 people attending.

In The Rector's Report Bill Oldland
noted that plans are underway for the
Mission Trip with responsibilities to be
shared by Richard Piazza, Tom Ham
and Rev. Bob Cook of Eden's Church of
the Epiphany. The rector said he has
In Old Business
talked with a number of parents
Bill Oldland said he and Secretary
regarding the future of the Youth Group. Jenny Wilkins will print directional
Bill thanked everyone for the gathering signs to be placed inside the church
at the Donecker's and said he buildings.
appreciated the gifts he received.
Official Membership ledgers have
Jeanne Horsley reported on a been updated. In Bill Oldland's six and a
conversation with Canon Michael Hunn half years at St. Thomas there have been
from the Diocese. Canon Hunn will go 8 Baptisms, 31 confirmations, 14
4
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weddings, and 25 burials.
Bill Oldland said the Parochial
Report preparation is in the final stages
and there are 232 members on the roles
at St. Thomas.
February 24 at 2:00 pm is set for the
Rockingham Reads discussion at St.
Thomas.
Tom Balsley, representing St.
Thomas' Personnel Committee, gave a
report on interviews conducted with
candidates for the Director of Christian
Education. The Vestry selected Wanda
Fields to fill this vacancy.
The Vestry voted to send Don
Gwarek to Stephen's Ministry
Leadership Training and for this
training to be funded from the Martha
Eula Scholarship Fund.
In New Business
Assignment of Vestry Positions for 2007
· Worship - Polly Yeago
· Christian Education - Jim McCloskey
· Communications - Dot Reilly
· Parish Life Martha Balsley
· Membership Polly Yeago
· Outreach Tommy Thorn
· Pastoral Care Don Gwarek
· Finance Phillip Dalton

T h e Ve s t r y d i s c u s s e d t h e
disbursement of funds for organist and
flowers for funerals at St. Thomas. For
members of the church, the church pays
the organist directly. For church
members, flowers may be taken out of
the Flower Fund. Non-members pay
the organist fee of $100 to the organist
directly.
The Vestry granted requests from the
Choir to purchase storage cubbies and
materials to build storage shelves for the
choir pews. The funds for this request
are to come from Mary Kate Nelson
Memorial funds and other undesignated
memorial funds.
The Vestry approved the rental of the
rectory to the Oldland family with a
time frame February 2007 to June 2007.
This agreement is subject to change if it
is necessary for an Interim Priest to be
placed in the Rectory.

Episcopal Day School
Episcopal Day
School returned full
force in January
after our Christmas
break. We’re back
on track learning
the next letters in our alphabet. We
picked up with the letter “Ll” and talked
about Lemons, Limes and Lizards. The
chameleon is one of our favorites with
its changing colors. During “Mm”
week we read If You Give a Moose A
Muffin, and that, of course, had to be
followed by baking delicious blueberry
muffins. During “Nn” week we made
crafts with noodles and made necklaces
for the children to wear home.

library where Miss Jacky told us about
Martin Luther King, Jr. and all he did for
our country. We’ve also started
practicing for our annual program
which will be held on March 1st at 6:30
p.m. The kids will do a skit, sing and
play handbells for their family and
friends. They are working hard on their
parts. We’re really proud of them.

new office. We presented it to him at the
last chapel. It will be the most beautiful
birdhouse in South Carolina! FATHER
BILL, THANKS FOR ALL YOU
DO/HAVE DONE FOR EDS!

We are now enrolling for the
2007-2008 school year. Please see
Jenny in the office, one of the
teachers or a board member if you
need an application.

We were really saddened to have our
Sincerely,
last chapel time with Father Bill on
Ms. Edie & Ms. Jeanette
Thursday, Jan. 18. We will really miss
him. He has graciously agreed to record
some of the kid’s favorite “Father Bill
songs”. (We don’t play guitar so it just
Boy Scout Troop 738 was organized
doesn’t sound as good when the at St. Thomas Church in 1967 by Frank
teachers do them.) The children painted Lane, Steve Worth, and Lathrop
We enjoyed our monthly trip to the a birdhouse for Father Bill to take to his Smith.
The number 738 was
designated in honor of Lathrop Smith's
old troop in Buffalo, New York-Troop
38, where he served as scoutmaster for
many years.
Troop 738 will be celebrating its
At our annual parish meeting, we checkups and only 5% of those 40th anniversary on Sunday, April the
took a survey regarding health and surveyed are smokers.
15th, 2007 at St. Thomas. There will be
wellness
a special luncheon in the parish house
i s s u e s .
However there were areas that need after the 11 a.m. service. We encourage
There was attention. We could do better as far as all members and former members of
s o m e self examinations are concerned. Also Troop 738 to attend this reunion. If you
noteworthy 65% felt they were overweight and 58% know the names and addresses of any
information felt they could eat more nutritiously. former members please contact Hazel
t h a t w a s Results of the Wellness Profile will be or Bill Post at 336-349-8624 or Tom
gathered that made available for everyone to read.
Ham at 336-349-7261. We will see that
I t h i n k
they receive invitations. The April 15
To follow up on this wellness reunion will serve as scout Sunday for
would be of
interest. Of initiative, the Healthcare Ministry of St. 2007.
thirty-seven Thomas has invited Brenda Sutton to
w
h
o speak at four of our Lenten suppers.
participated, Brenda is the Rockingham County
87% felt they were in either excellent or Extension Agent for Family and
Feb 4th – 12:00 p.m.
good health.
Fifty-four percent Consumer Sciences. She is going to
Youth Meeting
exercised at least three or more times talk about diet, exercise, recipes, and the
each week. It seems that prayer is an importance of having a positive attitude.
Feb 20th –
important part of our lives in that 78% I can attest that she gives wonderful
The Shrove Tuesday Pancake
pray nearly every day. There was no programs and I encourage everyone to
Supper
one who felt depressed, lonely, or sad attend.
for an excessive part of their life and
Feb 21st –
98% felt they had someone whom they
Tom Balsley, member of the
Ash Wednesday Service
could confide in during difficult times.
Healthcare Ministry taskforce
7:30 p.m.
Also, practically everyone does practice
preventive care by seeing their
Feb 28th –
physician and dentist doctor for regular
First Lenten Dinner

Boy Scout Reunion

Healthcare/Wellness Ministry

Special Events - February

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Christian Education News
The Christian Education
Commission had their first meeting for
the year on January 6th. Bill Oldland,
Alex Melchert, Kate North, Joanne
Piazza and I attended. We planned
Sunday school lessons, activities and
special events for the remainder of the
school year, which ends on Pentecost,
May 27th. Since that meeting, both
Oscar and Diane Macias have joined
the CE program and have talents in
children’s activities that we’ve been
lacking. So, welcome aboard!

During the summer months of June,
July and August, there will be no
Sunday school classes per se, so bring
your kids at 10:45 am and enjoy them
during the 11:00 am Family Service. We
will have someone in the parish house
“just in case” and of course, the nursery.

The regular Sunday school lessons
have the theme “The Life of Jesus”. We
also instituted five special musical
Sundays, “taught” by Don Gwarek. We
planned a special project for the
bishop’s visit on March 25th and little
extra touches for Mother’s Day on May
13th and Pentecost. In the spring we
plan to have a modest children’s flower
garden and that will be lots of fun and a
gift that lasts.

While we have the people we want
for the CE program, we’re looking for
additional volunteers to join a pool of
names that would be available “on-call”
or “if ever needed” basis, especially for
one-time-only events, such as:
VBS (Vacation Bible School)
Garden Project
Occasional Nursery
Picnic

We’ll soon be planning VBS set for
June and a very special “We Love You”
fun trip to somewhere to do something
during July. August is open for ideas.

Summer “Fun Trip”
Music
All Saints (November 1)
Roll Players
Special Programs
I hope some of you are interested and
will come forward.
And the really great news for CE and
St. Thomas is the hiring of Wanda
Fields to be the new DCE. She has many
talents and long experience in directing
CE programs and we are all looking
forward to working for her as she begins
her duties on February 1st.
Jim McCloskey

Mark your calendar! - Feb. 20th
Shrove Tuesday

Welcome Wanda Fields!!!
Thank you all for the opportunity of
working with you to build a strong
Christian Education program at St.
I am so happy to have been selected Thomas. I'm looking forward to
as your new Christian Education meeting and getting to know each of
Director. I have eleven years experience you. And, to serving our children and
as the Director of Christian Education at our Lord together.
a church in Danville. And before that,
many years volunteering in various
I officially begin on February 1st,
areas of Sunday School and Youth work.
and my first Sunday will be February
4th. Please introduce yourselves to me
My husband and I moved to and always offer your help and
Reidsville from Greensboro about 15 suggestions.
years ago. We have a son, daughter-inThank you again.
law and granddaughter living in New
Love and blessings,
Jersey and a daughter and son-in-law
living in Virginia. We also have two
Wanda Fields
"fur-childen" (kitty-cats) at home.
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas:
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Pancake Breakfast
& Supper
6:00-9:00 a.m.
and
5:00-7:00 p.m.

Breakfast . . . . . . . 3.00
3 Pancakes
2 Sausage or Bacon
Orange Juice
Coffee or Milk
Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00
(18.00 Max. for family)
All You Can Eat
Pancakes
Sausage or Bacon
Orange Juice
Coffee or Milk
See any member of the Men’s Club for tickets

Going-Away Party for the Oldlands
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Lenten Suppers
Lenten suppers will begin February
28. The dates are as follows:
Feb. 28
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28
These dinners are on Wednesday
nights. We need volunteers to provide
the meals. You will be reimbursed for
expenses through a modest fee for the
suppers. A typical meal consists of
soup, a sandwich, and a dessert.
Usually several people go in together to
make a meal.
Our program series this year will be
very interesting. Please read Tom
Balsley’s article about the programs
(see page 5), which will be brought to us
by our Wellness Committee.
I will be asking for people to
volunteer to help with meals. Also, we
need people and families to ATTEND
and participate in the meals and
programs. Please put aside Wednesday
nights during Lent for a special
fellowship at St. Thomas.
Martha Balsley,
Parish Life Committee

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Youth Activities

Men’s Club Activities

During the last month the youth
group has been very busy with various
service projects and fun events. For two
Sundays the group cleaned and
organized various areas of the church.
They cleaned the store room and closet
in the Parish Hall. They reorganized all
the Mission Trip materials and labeled
the various boxes for spiritual program,
games, and tools. The third Sunday the
group went to the 4-H Center to develop
a bluebird path along a walkway at
Chinqua Penn. The project took about
two hours and resulted in ten boxes
placed at six stations along the path.
Our last activity was a fun trip to
Celebration Station in Greensboro. We
had a great time with lots of laughter and
fellowship.

The next Men’s Club Meeting will be held in the Parish House at 6:30 p.m on
Thursday February 1 to discuss final preparations for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Breakfast & Supper. The menu for this month’s meeting will be meat loaf, potato
casserole, green beans, rolls, beverage and dessert.

The group does plan to continue to
meet on a regular basis. Plans for the
Mission trip for this summer are in
place. For information on the trip,
contact Richard Piazza and Tom Ham.

ECW
The ECW morning
chapter will meet at 10:30
a.m. on Wednesday
February 14 in the Pipkin
Parlor. Hostesses will be
Priscilla Foster and
Mildred Cummings and the program
will be presented by Suzanne Howard.
The ECW will have a one-day retreat
on March 24 at the St. Francis Springs
Prayer Center.

Thanks in advance to Carson Dawson & Bill Horsley for taking care of the
Sunday morning Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor during the month of February.

Rockingham Reads
Blood Done Sign My Name, a true story by North Carolina native Dr. Timothy
Tyson, is the book being read in Rockingham County as part of the “One County,
One Book” program. Copies of the book are available at local branch libraries.
Book discussions will take place across Rockingham County from January-March
2007. Several discussion programs will be held at Rockingham County Public
Library branches.
St. Thomas will be the site of one of these book discussions on Saturday,
February 24. Zion Baptist Church will also participate in the discussion and the
public is invited to attend. The discussion will begin at 2:00 pm in the Vestry Room.
Author, Dr. Timothy Tyson will be speaking at Rockingham Community
College on Thursday, March 29, 2007.

Calling All Youth!!!
Come to a Meeting
on

Sunday, February 4 at Noon
Open to youth in grades 6-12

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Needs for January & February:
Green beans
Mac & Cheese
Fruit Cocktail
Canned Soups

8

All parents and Youth Group supporters are urged to attend
Enjoy pizza in the Parish House
We need your help in planning activities for 2007

Super Bowl Party at the Wheless’ TBA
www.StThomasReidsville.org

Thoughts on Stewardship
Anybody who has had the privilege
of having a grandchild knows full well
the meaning of love. I have heard others
s a y , “ T h e r e ’s n o t h i n g l i k e
grandchildren” or “It would have been
nice to have had the grandchildren
first.” Not to slight our own children
but really our grand sons and daughters
are very special. I had no idea just how
wonderful a grandchild could be until I
experienced having one of my own.
You just aren’t able to love them
enough.
It’s because of them that you are
able, in some sense, to relive again your
children’s childhood or maybe even

your own. And you treasure the times
that you hold them on your lap until they
fall asleep, play a game, or just grasp
their hand while taking a walk. You also
feel that they are a part of you and that
part will continue to live in the world.
When we think of God’s powerful
love for us, it is difficult to fathom just
how deep his love really is. Only when I
think of how much I love my
granddaughter and wish the best and
happiest life for her, can I imagine how
God’s love is for all of us.

Musical notes from

Ed
Grieving: The Good News

The grief process is widely
recognized as a necessary means for
dealing with the loss of a loved one. The
loss can be through death or separation,
and the process is not limited to people;
it can include routines, or places, or
even inanimate objects. The grief
Tom Balsley process we share, of course, is over the
loss of our rector, Bill Oldland. The
grief feelings we are sharing have
included (and will include) denial,
anger, sadness, and eventually
acceptance. These are all normal
feelings, and we are wise to embrace
them and allow ourselves to grieve.
racism on all of God’s children”, and
third, a commitment to reduce energy
There are some good things, as well,
use and replace fossil fuels with that happen while we are grieving. We
renewable energy sources as we strive give thanks for Bill and for the good
to be better stewards of God’s creation.
things we enjoyed together. We give
thanks for Bill our continued friend. We
The convention welcomed Bishop give thanks for the good spirit that we
Hector Monterroso and his wife have as a church family. We swap a lot of
Sandra from stories. And we continue to live the
o
u
r principles that Bill lived while with us.
C o m p a n i o n We also, as was brought out by our
D i o c e s e o f senior warden on Sunday, will discover
Costa Rica as people within the church stepping up to
special guests meet the challenges of the “interim”
and Bishop period. And we will be able to embrace
M o t e r r o s o each other as we head into the future,
s p o k e o n one day at a time.
Saturday
morning.
Bill said some nice things about the
staff, and I am grateful. I am honored
T h e f u l l and privileged to serve with you. I thank
text of Bishop you for welcoming me, and my family
C u r r y ’ s members when they visit. I thank you
Friday morning
for being a people with whom I can
address, “The Hands
serve God and also have a wonderful
and Feet of Jesus”, is
time doing it. I hope to be with you for a
available on our web
long time to come. God bless you all.
site. Look for the link
near the top of our
Ed Spencer
home page.

191st Annual Convention of the Diocese of NC
The 191st Annual Convention was
held on Friday and Saturday January 26
and 27 at the Four Seasons Convention
Center in Greensboro. Delegates
representing St. Thomas' again this year
were Paul Barrett and John Bullock.
There were no highly controversial
issues to be
debated and
decided this
year, so much
of the business
was rather
routine. The
convention
did pass three
resolutions,
one accepting
g a y a n d
l e s b i a n
persons “as
children of
God who have a full and equal claim
with all other persons upon the love,
acceptance, and pastoral concern and
care of the church”, the second
apologizing for and “actively seeking to
address the multiple issues related to the
consequences of slavery, and the
continuing destructivess of institutional
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Thank You!!!
October 9, 2006
Dear Rev. Oldland,
On behalf of the Board of Directors, residents and staff, I am
pleased to acknowledge the congregation’s gift of $81.06,
given to Penick Village. These funds will assist in our ongoing
ministry.
St. Thomas’ congregation’s gift will be used to provide care
for those who cannot afford the full cost of residence here.
These people depend on you and deeply appreciate the
church’s commitment to them. Thank you for the continued
support of Penick Village.
Sincerely,
Ronald E. Hatfield
Chief Development Officer, Penick Village Foundation
Dear St. Thomas' family:
We need to express our appreciation for your condolences and
thoughtfulness at Mom's death. Your sympathy, kindness, and
most importantly your smiles made a difficult time smoother.
As Jeff said, "I felt like I was sixteen again and I had been
crucifer a few days before. Those folks made me feel that the
twenty years I've been away from St. Thomas' were but a few
weeks and that I was home again." Our daughters echoed
those sentiments and remarked that the warmth of your hugs
and words made a painful day easier for them. Our vocabulary
is inadequate to express the depth of our heartfelt gratitude -we can only say thank you.
Sincerely,
Bob & Pat Foeller
Thank you from the Oldland’s

December 28, 2006
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Attn: Bill Oldland
PO Box 72
Reidsville, NC 27320-0072
Dear Bill and Members of St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ!
Thank you for your continuing support of the work and
ministry of the Reidsville Outreach Center. Your food
donations are a blessing to many people. The food donations
we receive every week go a long way in helping prepare our
weekly food distribution bags. In December 05, 2006 your
church graciously donated 37 items (66 lbs.) of food.
We are averaging over 250 families a week at our weekly food
distributiom. We also distribute over $1200 a month for
emergency assistance. Your willingness to help those in need
is commendable and a blessing. Please keep the work of the
Reidsville Outreach Center in your thoughts, prayers, and
support.
May God continue to bless you as you bless others.
In The Peace of Christ,
Mary Neal

Ellen, William, Daniel and I would like to thank you for Mary Neal
the wonderful party at the Donecker’s. We were Executive Director
overwhelmed with the number of people who came to see us Reidsville Outreach Center
that evening. We don’t know who organized the event, but we
really appreciate your hard work. We also thank Jay and Ann
The Reidsville Soup Kitchen, Inc.
for opening their home to us for this special evening. I would
would like to take this opportunity to
also like to thank the Men’s Club and the ECW for the
express their sincere appreciation for your
wonderful gifts. They will have a special place in our home.
recent expressions of goodwill.
In the future, if I ever have a special need I know I can always
Support such as yours ensures the
call on the ECW of St. Thomas.
continuation of this much needed
community project.
Thank you,
Thanks for your continued support!
Bill, Ellen, William, and Daniel
10
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In Memory

Where Two or Three are

Please pray for the repose of the
souls of

Gathered Together...

Ellenjane Cox
December 30, 2006

DATE

SERVICE

Ann P. Vanchu

ATTENDANCE

December 24
x
Advent IV
10:00 a.m.
Children & Family Service 5:00 p.m.
10:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve

x
51
25
150

(Mother of Pat Foeller)
January 5, 2007

May light perpetual shine upon them.

Notes from the Endowment Committee

December 25
Christmas Day

10:00 a.m.

6

December 31
Lessons & Carols

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

8
45

January 6
7:00 p.m.
The Feast of the Epiphany 11:00 a.m.

12
80

January 7

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

19
80

January 14

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

22
78

The Endowment Committee is very pleased to announce
that our fund has received an extremely generous gift from
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Trotter. As many of you know, Scott
and Jimmy were very active members of St. Thomas. We
benefitted form Jimmy's leadership as Sr. Warden and they are
both missed in our community. They currently reside in
Sunset Beach. Thank you Scott and Jimmy for your generosity
and continued support.
Also, the committee would like you to know that a
donation has been made by Dottie and Steve Worth in honor
of Josephine Irvin and in memory of John Sutton. With
these gifts we now have a total of $59,710.46 in the
Endowment Fund!!! Thank you to all!

8:30 a.m.
January 21
Bill Oldland’s last Sunday 11:00 a.m.

25
91

Church Keys

Outreach Funds Donated in 2006
Rector’s Disc. Fund
Mission Fund
Cursillo Scholarship Fund Bal.
Youth Fd. (Budget)
Thanksgiving Dinner Fund
Outreach-Vestry (NW, End, Ect.)
Christmas Families Fund
Soup Kitchen Disp. Fd
Habitat Disp. Fd
Outreach Center Disp Fd
Thompson Child’ Home Disp.
Penick Village Disp.
Total

$7,576.95
4,143.50
120.00
1517.12
354.07
1106.47
335.00
1117.03
1045.03
874.52
320.00
81.06
18,590.75

An inventory is being made of office and facility keys.
Please contact the church office if you have any keys to the
church so we can have a correct list. Thank you!

Pledge Report
December 2006 Year To Date
Total Revenue

$ 22,004.27

$ 165030.49

Total Operations Expenses

$ 15,200.67

$ 160895.15

Difference

$ 6,803.60

$ 4135.34

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Youth Leaders Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Cheri Barrett 361-0793
Barrett8@mindspring.com

• Sexton Carol Pruitt

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

349-3511

• Director of Christian Education
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Wanda C. Fields
336-349-6747

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Pastoral Care Chair Tommy Thorn 616-0800
• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jessica Rivers (2006-2007)
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

WANTED!!!

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

