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Bill’s Corner

W

The Rev. William D. Oldland

h e n y o u
receive this
newsletter we
will still be celebrating
the Christmas season.
The twelve days of
Christmas will not
be over until the
Feast of the
Epiphany on
January 6th. I hope
and pray that everyone
had a wonderful Christmas
day and that everyone is still
celebrating, in some manner, the
wonderful Christmas season. I’m not
sure if we will find “the lords a’leaping”,
or “the maids a’milking” but I’m sure
we can find some other ways to continue
the Christmas observance.

season of Epiphany. On January 6th this
season begins. The Eastern Church
celebrates the Baptism of Jesus on this
day as it has since the third century. The
Western Church, our tradition, began
celebrating this day in the 4th century.
Instead of celebrating Jesus’ baptism,
we celebrate the manifestation of Christ
to the Gentiles in the persons of the
Magi. The good news of the Messiah is
shared to the world very early in the life
of Christ. For the light of the Christ is
not just for some, but for all. Our
tradition of celebrating this day reminds
us that the light of the world, Jesus
Christ, came for us and for our salvation.
We did not do anything to deserve it or
warrant it. God chose to send Jesus to
save the world.

Therefore, on this day, it is only right
A simple way we as Christians can for us to give glory and thanksgiving to
continue to celebrate the season is by God. For God has chosen all of us. For
continuing to share the tiding “Merry
Christmas” with everyone we meet. It is
continued on page 2...
a grand part of our tradition to celebrate
this season for twelve days. We just
might help the good feelings of this
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Bill’s Corner

Special Services in January

Studies on the Nicene Creed

During January there are two special
services of which to be aware. The first
one is January 6th, Epiphany. On
Saturday, January 6th, we will celebrate
the Feast of the Epiphany at 7:00 pm in
the church. On this day we celebrate the
light of Christ in the world as the Magi
arrive to bring their gifts to the Christ
child. We hope you will plan to attend
this Eucharistic Feast.

Studies on “The Creed” will
continue in January. We hope to finish
the text before the 21st.

continued

us the pathway of eternal life has
been opened. Our response to God’s
gift is to worship God and share the
news of the birth, life, death and
resurrection of Jesus the Christ. We
share the light of the world that has
been so generously shared with us.
Have a Merry Christmas and a
Bright Epiphany
Peace,

Bill+

One class change is to be noted. The
Monday noon class will meet on
Tuesday, January 2nd at noon. We are
currently in Chapter 4.

Adult Sunday School

The other event is a service on
Monday, January 15th. There will be
a breakfast on that day and there will be
a service as well. The full details of the
The adult Sunday School will be
events are not available at this printing.
joining Zion Baptist on January 14th at
However, please mark the day on your
9:00 am. (Please feel free to come late if
calendar and plan to attend one or both
necessary.) The class will meet at Zion
of these community events.
Baptist Church on Piedmont Street.

Vestry & EDW Commissioning
Sunday morning service - January
14th will be the Vestry Commissioning
& ECW Installation

2

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Remembering the Nativity
by Don Gwarek
Remember all of the live Nativity star in the heavens that had never been
scenes or those depicted on Christmas there before, they tied together that
phenomenon and the prophesy of a new
cards? What did you see?
born king and off to the west they went.
Well there would definitely be Mary
Now these guys were important so
and Joseph and the Christ child and they
would probably be surrounded by they didn’t travel light. More than
shepherds, a bunch of animals and the likely they had a large retinue like
servants, guards, baggage handlers and
Wise men.
so on. After all, the distance they had to
The wise men or Magi make up a travel, from Persia to Jerusalem, was
large part of the Christmas story, a song between 1000 and 1200 miles and
was written about them and each one of would take anywhere from 3 to 12
them has been declared a saint and has a months by camel.
separate feast day. On January 6th,
When they finally arrived in
Christians in the western world
celebrate the Epiphany and the feast of Jerusalem, approximately one and a half
to two years after the birth of Jesus,
the Three Kings.
Herod must have thought that he was
Kings, wise men, saints … pretty being invaded. After all there was a lot
impressive, huh? So who were these of tension in the area at that time
guys anyway and were they really there because of unrest in neighboring states.
Besides he had just recently secured the
at the birth of Jesus?
title of “King of the Jews” from
The Magi were a hereditary priestly Augustus Caesar and now the Magi said
tribe of the Medes . . . the people now they were looking for the newborn King
known as the Kurds. Many years of the Jews. Herod was worried and
before, the Medes tried to overthrow the asked the Magi to return to the palace
rulers of the Persian Empire but the after finding the baby so that he too
attempt failed and the Magi gave up all could worship the newborn king. Yeah,
further attempts for prestige and power right.
and concentrated on being holy and
They didn’t have to look far for the
wise. They were searchers of wisdom
and skilled in philosophy, medicine, and town of Bethlehem is only six miles
natural science.
They were also from Jerusalem. The Magi found the
soothsayers or interpreters of dreams, a child, Jesus and presented him with gifts
skill that was very important during the of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The
reign of Darius, the ruler of the Persian giving of gifts was an Oriental custom.
Empire. Darius was so impressed with The giving of gold was obvious, the
this skill that he made them the supreme child was poor. It is unclear what the
priestly class of the Persian Empire. purpose of the other gifts was but
The Magi soon became a powerful force symbolically, gold was a gift for a king,
in government whose duties included frankincense would be used for His
the absolute choice and election of the priestly duties and myrrh was an
embalming ointment, anticipating his
king.
death.
The Magi were well versed in the
Afterwards the Magi returned to
prophesies of the Old Testament , , ,
Daniel, of the lions den fame, was once their homes by a different route and did
their chief priest . . . and they believed not go back to Herod’s palace as he had
that anything that upset the natural order requested. When the Magi didn’t
of things foretold an important event. return, Herod was furious. He worried
So when they saw the unusually bright that a new born king would take his
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throne, and ordered that all baby boys
two years old or younger be slaughtered.
But Joseph was warned by an angel of
the impending slaughter and escaped
with his family to Egypt.
Over the years the significance and
character of the Magi has changed.
They have been given many names, but
Balthasar, Melchior, and Gaspar are the
most popular and have been used since
the sixth century. By the ninth century
they began to represent three distinct
races. Balthasar was Asian, Melchior
was a white European, and Gaspar was
African and black. Some associated the
Magi with Shem, Ham and Japheth, the
three sons of Noah. In the tenth century,
painters began depicting the Magi as
kings and in the fourteenth century one
tradition identified Balthasar as the
King of Arabia, Melchior as the King of
Persia and Gaspar as the King of India.
Even their number has changed between
two and four depending on the artist
who depicted them.
Of course, like any tale oft told,
sometimes much is lost in the retelling
just as the true tale can be embellished
so much so that it doesn’t resemble
anything that really happened. We
don’t really know what is true and what
is not.
But I know in my heart that one thing
is true. On a special night, a long time
ago, a child was born and the world was
changed forevermore.
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Vestry Highlights from Joanne Piazza, 2006 Sr. Warden
Rev. Oldland opened the meeting
with prayer and a reading from Luke 3953. In addition to the sitting Vestry, our
newly elected Vestry members for 2007
were in attendance and welcomed.
Included were Polly Yeago and Tom
Ham.
One item was added to the agenda,
which concerned Millennium
Development Goals from the Diocese.
The agenda was then accepted.
Richard Piazza gave the financial
report through November and projected
we will end the year in the black. He
then presented a proposed budget for the
Vestry to vote on. It was decided that a
new line item needed to be added for a
Search Committee. All agreed and we
then voted to accept the proposed
budget with the added line item.
The Day School Report was given
and included a goal to add a 2-year-old
program in the near future. The teachers
and board members are gathering more
information to proceed. A 2-year-old
program will require additional
plumbing be added to the nursery area,
which will be an added benefit to our
Sunday nursery, as well. A 2-year-old
program will feed the 3- and 4-year-old
programs and possibly bring new
families to our membership.

mission trip he is involved in for the
second year. We donated $500 last year
and these funds helped to provide
needed medication. We agreed to grant
the request again this year as it is such a
great cause. This ties in with a letter we
received from the Diocese Committee
Dot Reilly reported that the schedule for Millennium Development Goals.
for Advent and Christmas Services had This committee asks each congregation
to designate 0.7% of their budgets to
been sent to the Review for publishing.
alleviate poverty. We feel this project
Jim McCloskey reported on the will qualify as part of our commitment
success of the pageant and the to participate.
participation of 15 children. We all felt
The final transaction of the evening
that Lauren Ruhland is to be
commended for her writing and for the was to elect a new Senior and Junior
Warden for 2007. The responsibilities
presentation.
were discussed and then a vote was
Rev. Oldland said that he and Jenny taken in writing by the members of the
are still working on the inside 2007 Vestry. Jeanne Horsley was
directional signs and the updated elected Senior Warden and Tom Ham
membership records. They will devote was elected Junior Warden and they
the time needed to finish the work very graciously accepted these
before Rev. Oldland leaves in January. positions. Normally, the priest would
Tom Ham has had no response from the appoint a Senior Warden, however, in
company he sent information to light of Bill's leaving, he felt it would be
regarding the Memorial Bench for appropriate for the Vestry to elect their
Johnny Wagoner. He will try one more leaders for the new year. Bill will send a
time to contact them before seeking letter to the Bishop immediately with
the information and ask that the process
another source.
be started as soon as possible to begin a
The January retreat was discussed in search.
light of Bill's leaving and all decided to
Respectfully submitted by
ask the Diocese to send a representative
Joanne Piazza,
to answer questions and issues we need
2006 Senior Warden
to know in order to proceed with finding
either a supply priest or an interim.

will have a going away covered-dish
dinner at Jay and Anne Donecker's
home. The dinner will be Saturday
January 13 at 6:30 p.m. Donna Van
Ness and Anne Donecker will host this
dinner and details will follow.

The Rector's and Senior Warden's
reports were presented by title and will
We next discussed possible duties to
be included in the minutes.
be transferred when Bill leaves,
Commission reports followed.
including Pastoral Visits to shut-ins,
Phillip Dalton talked about the acolyte schedule and training, Stephen
s u c c e s s o f t h e C o m m u n i t y Ministry, the Youth Group Mission trip,
Thanksgiving. He said that 14 ovens, Youth Group leadership and Christian
spread over different sites, were used Education Director. We have two
and of these 14, 3 were not working. It candidates interested in the CED
was all pulled together in the end and position and it was decided to ask our
over 500 meals were either delivered or Personnel Committee and the 2007 Sr.
served. He thanked Tom Balsley and Warden to interview and hire one of
others who did so much work to make these two.
the event successful.
We had a request from Jim
Martha Balsley announced that we Donecker for a donation to a medical
4
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Party for the Oldlands
Saturday, January 13, 2007, there
will be a going-away party for Bill and
Ellen hosted by Donna Van Ness and
Jay and Anne Donecker. The party
will be at Jay and Anne's, 707
Parkway Blvd., at 6:30 P.M.
Bring a covered dish and your
favorite stories about Bill and Ellen. A
great time will be had by all!
If you have questions, please call
Martha Balsley, Parish Life , at 3493638. See you on the 13th!!!!!

Episcopal Day School
December was a
short, but sweet
month for us at
Episcopal Day
School. We are out
of school for
th
Christmas break from December 14
st
through January 1 . The first part of the
month was busy, though. The first week
of December, we talked about the letter
Kk. We talked about Kings and Koalas.
The color of the month was green and
the shape of the month was stars. We
talked about how you can mix the colors
yellow and blue and make green. We
played red light/green light to
incorporate our color into our game
time. Of course, we talked a lot about
stars and how the shepherds and

wisemen followed the bright star when telling us about the Christmas customs
the new King was born.
her family enjoyed growing up in
Germany.
We also made cards for our Sr.
On a sad note, we are going to miss
Friends and ornaments for the children
to give to their parents for Christmas. Father Bill terribly when he moves to
We celebrated with a Christmas party South Carolina. The children just love
which included decorating and eating when he does chapel and plays his guitar
their own cookie, playing reindeer tag, and sings “Jesus is the Rock” and
watching Rudolph the Red-Nosed “Pharoah, Pharoah”. We wish the
Reindeer and exchanging gifts. We Oldlands all the best in this new journey
collected non-perishable food for the in their life.
Red Cross during December. We were
able to donate more than a grocery cart Happy New Year to you all,
full of food from our class. We think
that is SUPER!
Ms. Edie & Ms. Jeanette
Thank you to Angelika Thomas
(Anna's mom) for coming to class and

January’s Health Tip
Happy New Year! Hopefully at least inches, and men,40 inches.
one of your resolutions was to live
healthier.
Are you feeling depressed? Let's do
something about it! The first step to
We'd like better health is to clean the toxins out of
to make a your kitchen.
Anything white-f
e
w enriched flour, white rice, white pasta,
suggestions. and potatoes-- needs to go. Fit TV's diet
R e m e m b e r doctor, Dr. Jampolis, leads people
last month's through all the fad diets. The first thing
tip was to she does (now, this is for Atkins, South
find out what Beach, French Woman's, etc.) is bring in
y o u r B M I whole grain breads, brown rice, whole
(body mass wheat pasta, and sweet potatoes. If you
index) is? If think it's too expensive to throw away
you didn't do what you have, use it up, and replace it
t h a t , g e t o n l i n e a n d g o t o with the high fiber product when you
www.caloriecontrol.org/bmi.html. need more. The second thing you need
Another huge predictor of health is the to do is use healthy fats. Jean Carper
size of your waist.
Belly fat is (EatSmart) says margarine is the worst
biologically active tissue that produces thing anyone can ingest. It is transfat,
i n s u l i n r e s i s t a n c e ( d i a b e t e s ) , pure and simple. If you need a buttery
inflammation, and increased blood taste, use Benecol, Smart Balance, or
clotting. Dr. Mehmet Oz (YOU: The other spreads that aren't hydrogenated
Owner's Manual) says to divide your or even real butter in moderation. Read
height in inches by two. For example, If snack food ingredients. If you see
you are 5'10," your waistline should not hydrogenated anything, put it back!
exceed 36 inches. Other health experts Use olive or canola oils for cooking and
say that women should not exceed 35 salad dressings.
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The final suggestion for this month is
to avoid high fructose corn syrup.
This product is in many processed foods
and drinks. It sends your insulin levels
into orbit and wreaks havoc with your
body. If you have to gradually work into
this, just begin by eliminating at least
half the high fructose corn sweetener
you are currently eating or drinking.
Parents read those labels. Your kids'
future health is mostly your
responsibility.
The bottom line is, in America food
manufacturers want their products to
have a longer shelf life (transfats) and
to satisfy the great consumer sweet
tooth (high fructose corn syrup). Their
primary interest is making a profit, not
making you healthier. Dr. Melina
Jampolis says "enriched" means that the
manufacturer stripped away all the
healthful parts of the food and then
added a few artificial ones back in. Go
for the natural whole foods, and be
healthier.
Healthcare Ministry Task Force
Sources: Prevention Magazine and Newsweek,
December 11, 2006
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Christian Education: The Children of St. Thomas’
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

December was a great month for the
children of St. Thomas.
· We finished up the series on the 10
Commandments and presented
Achievement Certificates, and “10
Commandment”
bell necklaces as
reminders to
what God has
given to us for
our health and
well being.

North, and Isabella Rivers. Lastly, a
darling and truly “Littlest Angel”, who
will return one day so we can ask her her
name. The guardian shepherds this year
were Daniel Yount, Blake Phipps,
Adam Craddock and Sam Thorn. By

· We will be finishing the remodeling
of the Nursery.
· We are
blessed with 2
candidates for
the Director of
C h r i s t i a n
Education
p o s i t i o n .
Hopefully, we
will be able to
announce their
name in next
m o n t h ’ s
newsletter.

· The annual
Christmas
Pageant went off
without a hitch.
L a u r e n
Ruhland wrote
an original telling
of Jesus’ birth, as
recalled thru her
characters, the
shepherds
“Joshua and
Ruth”. Daniel
Oldland played
the part of Joshua
and Lauren
played Ruth.
S i d n e y
Melchert was the angel Gabriel, Dillon
Gourley was Joseph, Mary’s husband
and Brooke Melchert played Mary (!).
The Choir of Angels were Erin Phipps,
McKinley Gourley, Rachel
Craddock, Helen Thorn Hannah
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my count that’s 16 participants, which I
feel is a wonderful achievement for our
church. And always, thank you to the
parents who care!

And lastly,
t h e
C E
Commission
king needs a
couple or three
new members.
W e
n e e d
planners, idea
people, people
who can sing or dance, serve a snack or
tell a story. Just everyday people who
want to interact with our kids in a very
special way. The child we cherish today
may become our senior warden of
tomorrow.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Decorating on the 24th
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Many thanks to all
who stayed on Sunday
afternoon the 24th
to help decorate the church
for Christmas!
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Youth Activities
The youth group will meet in
January on January 7th, 14th, and 21st.
The meetings on the 7th and 21st will be
at 5:00 pm at the church. The meeting
time on the 14th will be announced after
Christmas. We will be putting up
bluebird boxes on that day. Chance
Eckles from the 4-H center has enlisted
our help. Details are not fixed at this
time.

Men’s Club Activities
The Men’s Club will not meet in January. The next meeting will be held in the
Parish House at 6:30 p.m on Thursday February 1 to discuss final preparations for
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast & Supper. Stay tuned to next month’s issue
for the menu.
At their December meeting, the Men’s Club voted to donate their surplus funds
for the year to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund.
Thanks in advance to Richard Piazza for taking care of the Sunday morning
Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor during the month of January.

2007 Flower Calendar

ECW

The 2007 Flower Calendar is now
available in the church office. Please
sign up as soon as possible for times you
would like to place flowers on the altar.

Christ School Open House
Christ School will have an open
house on Friday, January 12th.
Founded in 1900 and affiliated with the
Episcopal Church, Christ School is a
boarding and day school of grades 8-12
located in Arden, North Carolina.
Recognized as a national leader in
The ECW nominating committee presented the following slate of officers for
educating boys, the school is known for 2007. They will be installed at the 11:00 a.m. Family Service on Sunday January
its college preparatory curriculum, 14:
small classes, and its athletic and
outdoor programs.
For more
Co-Presidents: Marian Safriet & Dot Trent
information call toll-free 800-422-3212
Vice-President: Susan Dalton
or 828-684-6232.
Secretary: Donna Van Ness
Treasurer: Hazel Post
Secretary of Christian Education: Martha Balsley
Secretary of Devotional Life: Laura Felts & Anne Donecker
Secretary of Christian Social Relations: Freda Watt & Starr McHugh
Needs for January & February:
UTO
Chair: Betty Melchert
Green beans

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Mac & Cheese
Fruit Cocktail
Canned Soups

A $1000.00 surplus in the 2006 ECW budget has been donated to the Rector’s
Discretionary Fund. A surplus of $100.00 in the President’s Discretionary Fund has
been donated to the Reidsville Soup Kitchen.
At their December meeting, Morning Chapter members prepared 16 Goodie
Bags for shut-ins.
January Meetings:
January 9 - 7:30 p.m. - Executive Board Meeting in the Vestry Room
January 10 - 10:30 a.m. - Morning Chapter Meeting at Martha Balsley’s home
January 14 - Following the 11:00 a.m. Family Service - General Meeting
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Musical notes from

Thoughts on Stewardship
A good recommendation I received
this summer while attending Servant
Leadership School was to ask myself at
the end of each day, “For what moment
today am I most grateful?” This is a
journaling process that involves writing
thoughts down in a notebook. I didn’t
do this for a while because I thought it
too tedious. However, now I began to
look for, and even expect reasons to be
thankful. My list doesn’t end with just
one event but sometimes extends to ten
or more good things that happen to me
during the course of one day.
More and more I have been
impressed by the caring and loving
community that St. Thomas provides. I
honestly feel that I am so fortunate to
belong to this family of faith. I often
wonder how people who do not attend a
church cope whenever personal
problems, illness, tragedy, or even death
occurs.
Our faith becomes evident

when we are able to spread Christ’s love
to others. I have constantly experienced
that love and for this I give thanks.
In the course of our lives we will
have many opportunities to lend an ear,
offer encouragement, make that
telephone call, make that visit, or write a
note that will lift someone’s spirit and
give that person a reason for gratitude
and hope. Rick Warren, in his book,
The Purpose Driven Life, says, “Great
Opportunities to serve never last long.
They pass quickly, sometimes never to
return again. You may only get one
chance to serve that person, so take
advantage of that moment.” My New
Year’s resolution is to try to be better at
this. I have experienced in a very good
way what others have done for me and I
need to pass this on.
Tom Balsley

191st Annual Convention of the Diocese of NC

January 25-27, 2007
191st Annual Convention
At the Sheraton Greensboro Hotel at
Four Seasons.

The convention Eucharist will be
held at 6:15 p.m. on Friday.
.
Delegates representing St. Thomas'
again this year will be Paul Barrett and
John Bullock.

For additional news
of events in the
Diocese of North Carolina,
be sure to bookmark their web site:
www.episdionc.org
www.StThomasReidsville.org

Ed
Comings and Goings
Advent: coming or arrival (esp. of
Jesus) Christmas: the birth of Christ
Epiphany: appearance or manifestation
(esp. of Jesus).
In these early days of the church year
we focus quite a bit on Jesus: his
coming, his arrival, his birth, his
appearance, his manifestation. God is
with us, we say. God has taken human
form, we say. Jesus is Emmanuel, the
Lord, the Key of David, the Dayspring
from on high, the Good Shepherd,
Prophet, Priest, and King. We sum it up
by saying that “God was in Christ,
reconciling the world to himself.” Jesus
lived with us as a man for a time, and
eventually the time came for him to
leave. All who work in God’s church
have comings and goings as well. We
welcome new members and we say
goodbye to those who leave. Between
those times we enjoy each other, work
together, squabble from time to time,
and take care of each other. In January
we will say goodbye to Bill Oldland. His
arrival was celebrated 6 ½ years ago.
Since then he has enjoyed, worked with,
squabbled with (from time to time), and
taken care of the people of St. Thomas’
Episcopal Church. He has taught,
encouraged, admonished, and led by
example. I have been here for the last
quarter of his time here. I thank him for
the confidence he has placed in me, and
I thank him for his genuineness and
compassion. I have enjoyed serving
with him, and I give him the highest
praise I can give any pastor or rector: he
has loved his people. Thank you, Bill
Oldland. God be with you, Bill Oldland.
May you always listen to God’s voice,
and may God’s smiles always light your
way.
Ed Spencer
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Thank You!!!
The Reidsville Soup Kitchen, Inc.
would like to take this opportunity to
express their sincere appreciation for your
recent expressions of goodwill.
Support such as yours ensures the
continuation of this much needed
community project.
Thanks for your continued support!
November 10, 2006
The Members of St. Thomas Episcopal Church
315 Lindsey St.
Reidsville, NC 27320
Dear Members of St. Thomas,
The Rev. William D. Oldland
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ!

The gratitude of so many in the Reidsville community goes
out to you for your contribution to and support of our ministry.
The donation of 103 pounds of food through the “Fill Your
Dear Mr. Oldland and Parishioners,
Tub” program we received this week is a true blessing, and a
Friends and supporters like you lift us with your compassion. shining example of caring “for the least of these” as Jesus
During this special season, Thompson Child & Family Focus commands us to do.
values your partnership as demonstrated by your recent
We are presently averaging over 250 families a week at our
Thanksgiving Offering of $280.00.
weekly food distributiom. We are also distributing over $1000
We want you to know that your generous contribution will a month to families in need of help with rent, utilities, and
have lasting and practical implications. The needs of all other emergency needs. Your donations go a long way towards
children are many and diverse, and those at Thompson are making our ministry possible, and we are deeply appreciative.
usually even greater. Your gift allows Thompson staff to
embrace children who are at risk for social and academic Please keep the work of the Center in your prayers - and your
failure by providing intervention, specialized education and support. Working together we can make a difference in
Rockingham County.
intensive mental health treatment.
Your support of Thompson in this critically important work is In Christ,
helping to shape today’s fragile children and families into
tomorrow’s responsible citizens. As we look forward to the Clara Gunn
promise of the New Year, we thank you for your faith and
Ms. Clara Gunn
commitment.
Board President
Reidsville Outreach Center
Holiday Blessings,
Ginny
Ginny Amendum
President

Warm wishes for a cozy, happy holiday.

Thank you and the church members for the nice
Thank you, friends at St. Thomas’ - Hope you all have a Thanksgiving Dinner.
Blessed Christmas!
Gratefully,
V. McCullen
Pat LeNeave
10
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Where Two or Three are

ish
Par
r
iste
Reg

Gathered Together...
DATE

SERVICE

To keep your directory up-to-date,
please make note of these changes:

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest J. Sewell
583 Versailles Blvd SW
Holden, Beach, NC 28452-2197

ATTENDANCE

November 23
9:30 a.m.
Thanksgiving Day Service
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November 26

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
52

December 3
Advent I

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

13
60

December 10
Advent II

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

18
80

December 17
Advent III
Christmas Pageant

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
94

Debra Kimble
5602 Calumet Ct
Aberdeen, NC 28315-3753

Tom & Martha Balsley
349-3638 (Correction)

Searching for a Songbook

Conversational Spanish
Clases de Español - Vamos a comenzar!
We’ll begin our Conversational Spanish classes on
Thursday January 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the Vestry room. The first
few sessions will be kind of an “Open House” to get an idea of
what the class is interested in pursuing and to explore some of
the basics of the Spanish language.
If you are interested in learning or improving your
conversational Spanish abilities, be sure to join us during the
first week or two because it will be difficult to catch up with
the class later. Just bring along something to take a few notes
with and a good supply of curiosity, humor and enthusiasm.
Hasta luego! - Juanito B.

During the Shrimp Fest a person borrowed Bill Oldland’s
songbook to check on some lyrics to some of the songs. Since
Bill can’t remember who borrowed the book, he is hoping the
person might read this note. He needs the book returned for an
event he is planning. Thank you.

Pledge Report
November 2006 Year To Date
Total Revenue

$ 10,609.80

$ 143,026.22

Total Operations Expenses

$ 12,774.26

$ 145,694.48

- $ 2,164.46

- $ 2,668.26

Difference
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Inside This Issue...

> Studies on the Nicene Creed / January Services
> Remembering the Nativity - Don Gwarek
> Vestry News / Party for the Oldlands
> EDS / January Health Tip
> Christian Ed.: The Children of St. Thomas’
> Decorating for Christmas
> ECW / Men’s Club / Youth Group / Flower Calendar
> Thoughts on Stewardship / Musical Notes from Ed
> Thank You!!!
> Pledge Report / Parish Register / Spanish Classes
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Youth Leaders Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Cheri Barrett 361-0793
Barrett8@mindspring.com

• Director of Christian Ed. -

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Sexton Carol Pruitt

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Pastoral Care Chair Tommy Thorn 616-0800
• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com

349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jessica Rivers (2006-2007)

WANTED!!!

• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

