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Bill’s Corner

T

The Rev. William D. Oldland

he season of
Advent is upon us.
In our world it is a
time when people buy
presents, set up and
decorate Christmas
trees, have parties,
and celebrate. I was
struck by a new fad
that started last year.
Evidently some people
started hanging the tree
upside down. I suppose
people were looking for
something different to celebrate the season.
In our world people tend to see this
season from different many perspectives.
Some see it simply in a secular way. The
idea of Santa Claus takes precedence over
any other meaning of the season. Some see
this season as a preparation for celebrating
Jesus’ birthday. In this context the image of
Jesus as an infant in the manger is primary.
The birthday celebration becomes very
important.
Both of these views of the season are real
in our world. Many people look at Advent
and Christmas through these two concepts.
However, there is a third way to see Advent.
It is the manner in which the Church has
viewed this season for a very long time.
This view of Advent is one of preparation.
Some might automatically think, “Yes. We
are preparing for the birth of the Christ
child.” And in fact, we erect manger scenes
and do pageants to help us recall the birth of
Christ. These activities do remind us of
Jesus’ coming where the Son of God takes
on flesh and blood and comes into the
world.

Yet, preparation for the birth of Christ is
not the main focus of Advent. The lessons
and the prayers during this season are not
about the coming of the Christ child. They
are about the second coming of Christ.
Listen to the words of the collect for the 1st
Sunday in Advent.
“Almighty God, give us grace to cast
away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal
life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to
visit us in great humility; that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen”
In this collect, we are to prepare
ourselves for Christ’s coming again. We
ask God to help us cast away our sinfulness,
all of the wants and desires we tend to have
in this world. We ask God to help us
continued on page 2...
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Studies on the Nicene Creed

Bill’s Corner
continued

become more like Christ, righteous
before God, so we might be ready for
Jesus when he comes again. We are
preparing ourselves for the second
coming of Christ.

spend some “Sabbath” time with God in
order to reflect on our lives? If we did
then we might just find out some things
about our lives that we would like to do
differently. We might offer those things
to God and pray for new life to come
The sad part about what has within us. This new life would be a birth
happened for us in our world is that we of sorts within our own souls and our
tend to spend more time in a season of spirits. Perhaps it would change our
preparation in business. We have to get perspective on our lives or on the world
the house decorated, the presents around us. What a wonderful Christmas
bought and wrapped, and the tree placed present that would be! I pray each of us
in its stand and decorated with lights and has an Advent that prepares us,
ornaments. The Christmas cards need spiritually, for the coming of Christ, not
to be written and mailed. Presents need only the celebration of the birth of the
to be taken to the postal service or to Christ-child, but the coming of Christ
UPS. We have to respond to invitations the King.
to parties and attend some as well. After
all of this activity is complete then we
Best wishes for an Advent
can think on the 23rd of December “Sabbath”,
about God.
What would it be like if we did
Advent differently? How would we feel
if we spent a little time each day in
contemplation and prayer? Could we

Our studies of the Creed continue
using Luke Timothy Johnson’s book
The Creed. The classes are on Mondays
at 12 noon and Tuesdays at 7:30 pm.
During December the Monday
classes will meet on the 4th, 11th, and
18th. The Tuesday classes will meet on
the 5th, 12th, and 19th.
Everyone is invited to attend. We
have a few extra books and questions on
each chapter are available.

Bill+

Special Christmas Services
Sunday December 24 ~ Christmas Eve
10:00 a.m. - Combined Service - Fourth Sunday of Advent
5:00 p.m. - Family & Children’s Service - HE Rite II
10:30 p.m. - Midnight Service - Holy Eucharist - Rite II

Monday December 25 ~ Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. - Christmas Day Service - Holy Eucharist - Rite II
Come as you are - even in your PJ’s!
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The Gospel of Luke
by Don Gwarek
The woman wept bitterly, suffered but then he smiled,
remembering the events as if they remembering what the other women
happened yesterday.
told him. Jesus’ tomb was empty. He
had risen from the dead. Even the grave
“Pilate didn’t want to anger the could not hold him.
priests and have them cause any more
problems so he sentenced my son to
Many years would pass before Luke
death. And do you know what? Pilate would pen his letter to Theophilus,
told the people of the city that he could recalling the stories that Mary, the
release one man to them. My son or a mother of Jesus, and some of her closest
thief and murderer named Barabas.”
friends told him. But before that he
“He was descended from royalty you
would accompany Paul on some of his
know.” Her voice softened. “We were
Her wide eyes stared at the man journeys and stay with him in Rome
told he was destined for greatness.” sitting across from her, her small fists until the last and write the Book of Acts.
After a long pause her eyes brightened balled in anger. “And do you know who An accomplished artist, he would also
again, a broad smile making her face they chose? They chose the murderer paint seven portraits of Mary, four of
glow. “You should have seen him when over my son . . . my son who did nothing which are still in existence today.
he was growing up,” she said. “He was but love them . . . my son who healed
into everything . . . and he was so smart. them . . . they chose a murderer over
Luke . . . The Syrian born physician,
Why one day when he was twelve we him.”
writer, artist, evangelist . . . is the only
took him to the temple and he astounded
non-Jew to have written in the Bible.
the priests there with his knowledge.
“They beat him,” she screamed. He died at the age of 84.
Just twelve years old and so smart. And “Beat him with a whip and then pushed
he was good with his hands too. He was a crown of thorns into his head.” Her
a carpenter like his father. Look at this voice softened. “People spit on him
table. He helped make it.” Her face while he carried that awful cross. Spit
darkened again as she bowed her head. on him. He loved them so much and
“If only things could have stayed the they spit on him. He was so weak that
same,” she said softly. “But in my heart he fell three times. The Romans picked
I knew that they couldn’t. He was a stranger to help carry the cross.”
always talking about God in ways that I
didn’t understand and one day he started
“And then we were on the hill. The
to preach and do miracles. Miracles. one they call Golgotha. They didn’t tie
Imagine, my son doing miracles. him to the tree like the others, oh no,
Making the lame walk and the blind see. they wanted him to really suffer so they
Miracles. I was so proud . . . but I was drove nails through his wrists and feet
worried too. He had a lot of people who and hung him on the tree to suffer and
loved and followed him. They called die. The soldiers even gave him gall to
him Rabbi.
But He was making drink and stuck a spear in his side. And
enemies of the priests. Dangerous after all that torture, all that suffering do
enemies.”
you think that my son could hate the
people who were doing that to him? Oh
The woman started to sob. Tears no. Not my son, not my Jesus. Even
welled in her eyes and trickled down her dying on that horrible tree he could only
cheeks. “And then there was that awful love. Do you know what he said? He
trial. The priests wouldn’t try him said, Father forgive them for they no not
themselves because it was the Sabbath what they do. Forgive them. Forgive
so they took him to the Roman to be them.” Mary’s body was wracked by
judged. Pilate said he couldn’t find sobs. “They killed my son, Jesus, and
anything wrong with my son but the he forgave them.”
priests insisted. Kill him, kill him they
demanded. “Kill my son for what,” she
Luke took her hands in his and
screamed, “ for being a good man?”
thought how this woman must have

In the small, sparsely furnished
kitchen, the two friends, a man and a
woman, sat across from each other,
sharing a drink of water. Even in her
late forties the woman was radiant, her
eyes beaming as she recalled some of
the events in her late son’s life. Her eyes
took on a dreamy look as she
remembered that day when her child
was born.

Reminder:
One
Combined
Service
10:00 a.m.

Sunday
December 24
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Vestry Highlights from Joanne Piazza, Sr. Warden
The November meeting was held on
th
the 20 , at 6:45 pm. Rev. Oldland
opened the meeting with a Gospel
reading from Luke, chapter 16, vs 1931. This parable was taught by Jesus
and featured a rich man and a poor man
named Lazarus and how they were
connected in both life and death as a
result of the actions of each while on this
earth. We had an interesting discussion
of the lessons learned through their
actions, and we closed with two
Thanksgiving readings from pg. 840 in
our prayer book to thank God for the
beauty of the earth and for the harvest.
Steve Worth and Richard Piazza
were present to go over the financial
th
report through November 13 . It
appears that we may actually wind up in
the black this year and that was indeed
welcome news. We will be able to take a
closer look at the proposed budget for
2007 at the December meeting when
more pledges are in. If you have not
returned your pledge card yet, please
send it in as soon as possible.
The ECW has offered to pay for dry
cleaning and new drapery hardware for
the Parish House. Rev. Oldland
mentioned that before we can do this,
the actual wood that holds the hardware
needs to be replaced or repaired, as the

weight of the drapes has pulled the
wood away from the wall. I will have
someone look at this to find out what we
need to do to make these repairs.
Tommy Thorn has received one bid
for the landscaping work we need to
keep up the grounds. He has contacted
several different companies that have
not returned his call or a bid. Dot Reilly
and Martha Balsley both had
suggestions for two others to consider
and they will try to get two more bids so
we can have a comparison.
The Worship committee has
decided that instead of having 2 ushers
and 1 greeter every Sunday, they will
instead designate one of the ushers to
serve both as usher and greeter. There is
not enough space to have three people
standing there and it makes more sense
to have two.
We looked over job descriptions for
both a Christian Ed Director and a
Nursery Assistant. Don Gwarek
suggested we make a flyer for the
Nursery Assistant and post it at the
Senior Center. We all thought that was a
great idea and it will be done.
Acolyte training will be done
during a Youth Group meeting, as we
have some potential young people who
have shown an interest in becoming

Acolytes.
Tommy Thorn and Jeanne Horsley
talked about the community-wide
event, Rockingham Reads. Visit any
public library to pick up a copy of the
book, “Blood Done Sign My Name,”
written by North Carolina native, Dr.
Timothy Tyson. Book discussion
programs will begin at the end of
January, 2007 at the Reidsville library,
the Eden library, the Mayodan library,
and the Holland Community Center in
Stoneville. Dr. Timothy Tyson will be
speaking on the campus of Rockingham
Community College on March 29,
2007.
Finally, it has been my goal this year
to give you a good idea of the things
your Vestry does each month by
bringing these highlights to you. I hope
you have enjoyed reading about the
meetings and hope you will feel free to
get involved by expressing your
thoughts to Vestry members about any
subject that interests you. I have
enjoyed serving as your Senior Warden
for the past two years and ask you to
pray for the new Vestry as they meet in
January to set their goals for 2007. They
will appreciate your love and prayers.
God's Peace,
Joanne Piazza, Sr. Warden

Environmental Education Commission Tips
From USA Weekend Sept. 1-3, 2006

Streamline Heating and Cooling

their incandescent cousins.

Waste is the biggest enemy of an
environmentally friendly house, and
hot water usage ranks as a major
problem.

· Consider a geothermal heat pump.
These units use the Earth's ground
temperature, instead of outside air; to
heat and cool your home.

Seal Cracks

· Tackle the problem at the source:
consider a tankless water heater.
Conventional water heaters store hot
water; keeping it at a high temperature
in case you turn on your faucet.

· Geothermal heat pumps can cut your
heating and cooling bills by as much as
50%. (see trane.com and carrier.com)

· By replacing drafty single-pane
windows with new energy-efficient one,
household energy costs could be cut by
15%.

· Smart windows allow you to tint in
summer but they let in winter sun.
~~~
Adjust Lighting
Anyone interested in participating in the
· A tankless water heater heats water on · Compact fluorescent light bulbs can Commission’s meetings or projects
demand. Tankless water heaters are save you a bundle on electric bills.
should contact members Lauren
expensive, starting at $500, but they · Many CFLs come with a lifetime Ruhland, Paul Barrett, Jeanne
conserve energy and can be eligible for warranty, which is unheard of among Horsley, Marian Safriet, or Kris
federal tax credits up to $300.
Rogers.
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Episcopal Day School
November was
a fun month at
Episcopal Day
School.
We
covered the letters
Hh, Ii, and Jj.
During Hh week we talked about Hats
and Horses. We had “Hat Day” during
this week and everyone wore their
favorite hat. We talked about Insects
and Inchworms during Ii week and even
did some measuring (inches). Jj week
we got to learn about jewels. Our color
for the month was brown and our shape
of the month was triangles.
We had a nice Thanksgiving party
before we took a break for the holiday.
The kids got to make pumpkin pancakes

Youth Activities

and fruit salad for our Thanksgiving
brunch. Senior friends were invited to
eat with the children. We also had turkey
crafts and read a nice Thanksgiving
book. Thanks to all the parents on this
committee for doing a good job getting
everything together!

During December the youth group
will meet on the 3rd, 10th, and 17th.
The meetings on the 3rd and the 10th
will be at 5:00 pm. The meeting on the
17th will be right after church.

Ms. Edie & Ms. Jeanette

For fun we will take a road trip to
Greensboro for lunch and dessert.

In addition to our meetings we will
also be helping with the Christmas
December will be a short month for pageant.
These rehearsals are
us as we have a two week break for scheduled for the 9th and the 16th.
Christmas. Since this issue is the last Watch the bulletins for practice times.
before Christmas, we want to say a big
“MERRY CHRISTMAS” to all our
Some of our December activities
friends at St. Thomas’. We appreciate include some study on the birth of
your kind words of encouragement and Christ, a service project at the Soup
support. Have a safe and blessed Kitchen and the Outreach Center, and a
Christmas season.
worship project.

December’s Health Tip
Do you know your BMI? You
should. It is an important indicator of
your future
h e a l t h .
Here's how
to get your
number:
Divide your
weight by
your height
in inches
squared and
multiply that
number by
703. Don't
want to do
t h e
m a t h ?
G o
t o
www.prevention.com/bmicalculator
and plug in your numbers. Be sure to
round off half inches.

you are considered obese. We all hate
that word, but look at it as an important
message. Obese people have a greater
chance of having heart problems,
cancer, diabetes, and many other
dangerous health conditions. It's not too
late! Just losing 10% of your weight can
really improve your chances of staying
healthy.
We certainly don't want to ruin
anyone's holiday, but just think about
what you're eating. Eat slowly and pay
attention to the flavors of foods as you
chew. Try to drink at least 64 ounces of
water every day of the twelve days of
Christmas.

Think about health when you make
your New Year's resolutions. We'll talk
more about improving that BMI in
Once you get your number, see January.
where you stand healthwise. If your
Source: Prevention Magazine
number is between 18.5 and 24.9, you
have normal weight. If your BMI is
Healthcare Ministry Task Force
between 25 and 29.9, you are
overweight. If your number is over 30,

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Holy Cleaners
First, we started the Holy Folders
and now I would like to start the Holy
Cleaners. I am looking for a small
group who is willing to help clean the
woodwork in our Sanctuary once a
month. This will include cleaning all
wood areas around the Altar and the
chairs. We will also be dusting and
polishing the pews and the window sills.
This is something we can do one
morning and if we have 4 or 5 dedicated
folks, it shouldn't take more than an hour
of our time to keep God's House shining.
Please contact me at 349-5827 if you are
interested!
Joanne Piazza
5

Thanksgiving 2006
Once again this year our St. Thomas’ family and friends
came together to serve the needs of the Rockingham County
community on Thanksgiving day. Over 60 volunteers from
Reidsville, Eden, and even Greensboro gathered at the church
on Thanksgiving morning to take over the services provided
other days of the year by Meals on Wheels, the Reidsville
Soup Kitchen, and other helping agencies. A record number of
over 500 meals were served including 370 delivered by
volunteers plus another 150 people who were fed in the Parish
House.
Helping with this ministry has become an annual tradition
since 1982 for many families not only from St. Thomas’ but
also from other area churches.
Many thanks to everyone who helped to prepare, serve,
deliver and clean up afterward!

6
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Christmas Care Packages

Men’s Club Activities

If you would like to donate hard
candy, small games, puzzles, and other
items for the Christmas care packages
for armed forces and college students,
please deliver them to the office or to
the church narthex no later than
Sunday, December 3rd.
Also, we need help with updating
names and addresses of college students
and members of the armed forces. If
you have someone you would like on
our list for care packages, please call the
church office with the name and current
address.
Thank you!

Again this year our Men’s Club members rang the bell for the Salvation Army at
the Reidsville K-Mart. Volunteers covered the duties on Tuesday November 21st in
one-hour shifts from 10 a.m. until 8 p.m. Many thanks to all who participated
including:
Tom Balsley, John Bullock, Carson Dawson, Bob Foeller, Don Gwarek,
Tom Ham, Jim McCloskey, The Rev. Bill Oldland, Richard Piazza, Tommy
Thorn, and Bob Lee Watt,
The next Men’s Club meeting will be held in the Parish House at 6:30 p.m on
Thursday December 7. The menu for this meeting will feature: Homemade Chili,
Salad, Beverage and Dessert.
Thanks in advance to Chuck Rhodes and Bob Lee Watt for taking care of the
Sunday morning Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor during the month of December.

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Needs for December:
Corn
Spaghetti Noodles
Canned Tomatoes or Spaghetti Sauce
Applesauce

Is this member of our bass section also serenading while he’s ringing?

ECW Morning Chapter
The ECW Morning Chapter will
meet on Wednesday December 13th at
10:30 a.m. at Dottie Worth’s home.

“Everything I needed to know about bell-ringing...
I learned at St. Thomas’.”

8

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Thoughts on Stewardship
By the time you read this,
Thanksgiving Day will have passed and
the church year will have moved into the
season of Advent. However as I write
this, Thanksgiving is very much on my
mind. This word has two distinct parts –
being thankful for blessings and giving
generously of our love and compassion
as well as our time and possessions.

been delivered.

On a local level, Jay Donecker and I
have had the privilege of working with
the youth of St. Thomas at The
Reidsville Soup Kitchen for the past 17
years. Altogether, more than 6500
meals have been served. But it certainly
isn’t just Jay or myself who do the work.
All this would not be possible were it not
Recently, I was fortunate enough to for the wonderful young people and
hear about The Campus Kitchens adults who have worked with us. These
Project on Public Radio. It was started high school students enrich my faith by
by two Wake Forest students, Jessica the care and concern they show to each
Shortall and Karen Borchert, who, with person they wait on and by the
friends, began cooking and delivering earnestness with which they do their
meals to a few shut-ins in the Winston assigned tasks. Through the years we
Salem Community. This small student have had the opportunity to see our
organization began in 1999 and was young people grow to the point where
called Homerun. Since that time they they can actually do the cooking and
have expanded their vision to eleven serving of the lunch themselves. I feel
different colleges and universities. safe in saying that many have taken this
Campus Kitchens work hand in hand experience to help in soup kitchens and
with their school cafeterias, local shelters where they now go to college or
restaurants and caterers to recycle and live. These are modern-day “loaves and
package unused food and distribute it to fish” stories about how simple acts of
those in need in their respective kindness can be passed on to benefit so
communities. This is taking place all many people.
around the country from Marquette to
Northwestern to Nebraska to St. Louis
and to Gonzaga – just to give you an
Tom Balsley
idea. So far, over 400,000 meals have

Applications for Nursery Attendant and Christian Education Director
We are very grateful for the work of
Kate North and Lauren Ruhland as
DCE and Nursery Attendant. They
helped this church in many ways
ministering to our children. However,
they are now moving into different
ministries and our thoughts and prayers
go with them.
Job descriptions for both of these
part-time positions can be found in the
back of the church. Please take a copy
of each description and share them with

Musical notes from

Ed
Advent
Every year I struggle with Advent. It
is the season to prepare for the coming
of Jesus, but which coming? I look at the
lessons and they are a mixture, as
always, of Old Testament and New, of
looking for the Messiah both before and
after Jesus’ birth. I look at the hymns and
they mix, in the same hymn, the
anticipated birth of the Christ Child and
the hoped-for second coming of that
same Christ to reign eternally. I even
looked in the dictionary, and there it is
still the same mixture of first and second
coming.
I have learned that the word “advent”
has to do with coming. First coming,
second coming, coming into being;
these are all concepts associated with
the word “advent”. Prayer and fasting
are also often associated with this
season, and therefore it is a season for
personal growth. So the Advent season
is more than history or prophecy. In all
our reading and singing and pondering,
we are supposed to change.
I see a kind of “third Advent”, not
past or future, but present, one in which
we repeat the words of a hymn refrain,
both individually and collectively:

“O come to my heart, Lord Jesus;
anyone you believe might enjoy
there
is room in my heart for thee.”
working with our young children. If
they are interested please tell them to
Thank you for all you are to me.
contact the church office and arrange to
meet with Bill Oldland or Jim
Ed Spencer
McCloskey. Our children are our
dearest and richest resource. Their
education is important and we are
searching for the right person to educate
and minister to them. Please help us
find the right persons for these
important positions.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Baptism of Grady Robert Barrett - Sunday November 19, 2006
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

10

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Where Two or Three are

To keep your directory up-to-date,
please make note of these changes:

ish
Par
r
iste
Reg

Gathered Together...

Mrs. Mary Brent Trigg
Life Care Center
400 Thompson St, #611
Hendersonville NC 28792
828-694-2103

DATE

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

October 29

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

18
30

November 1

7:30 p.m.

22

¿Hablas Español?

November 5

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

11
69

November 12
Annual Parish Meeting

10:00 a.m.

62

Several parishioners have expressed an interest in having
some conversational Spanish lessons held here at St.
Thomas. With everyone’s busy schedules during the holiday
season, we will plan to wait until after the first of the new year
to begin.

November 19

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

16
84

Congratulations Polly!!!

From those who have responded so far, the preference
seems to be either a Monday or Tuesday evening for one hour.
If you would be interested, please see John Bullock so that
we can begin to schedule a time that will fit in with other
classes and activities.
Watch the weekly Sunday bulletins and the January issue
of “Tidings” for the schedule.

Congratulations to Polly Yeago for winning the Pontiac
Vibe during the United Way of Rockingham County’s car
giveaway. The drawing was done by Sheriff Sam Page during
the United Way’s November mid-campaign report meeting.

Pledge Report
October 2006

Year To Date

Total Revenue

$ 18,717.58

$ 132,416.42

Total Operations Expenses

$ 13,123.83

$ 132,920.22

Difference

$ 5,593.75

- $ 503.80

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Youth Leaders Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Cheri Barrett 361-0793
Barrett8@mindspring.com

• Director of Christian Ed. -

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Sexton Carol Pruitt

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Pastoral Care Chair Tommy Thorn 616-0800
• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com

349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jessica Rivers (2006-2007)

WANTED!!!

• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

