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Bill’s Corner

A

The Rev. William D. Oldland

s many of
you are
aware, my
family and I
recently traveled to
N e w Yo r k f o r
William’s graduation
trip. We did not go to
see plays and the
many tourist sites
available.
We did
some of the sites.
Instead, the first two
places on William’s list were
Ground Zero and the Fire Museum. The
third place on the list was St. Paul’s near
Ground Zero. I hesitate to call these places
sites, as in tourist sites, for they are not what
one expects.

story of the events of that day. They also tell
the story of the events of the clean-up as
well. I noticed that while we were looking
at these panels of pictures and writings that
no one spoke. In the middle of that area next
to downtown, this place was very quiet.
The single sound was from the flute of an
old man sitting next to a barrier. The tune of
“Amazing Grace” floated over the people as
they read and remembered.

I suppose that is what was going on in
my mind. I was reliving the events of that
day. I was recalling the phone calls and the
pictures on TV. I was thinking about the
feelings we shared as the people of
Reidsville. As I remembered, I realized this
place had become holy for many. The
quietness was more than appropriate and
“Amazing Grace” was what I needed to
I would like to share with you some of hear. I needed to know God’s grace was still
the thoughts and reflections I have on being present. Even though I felt better I still felt a
at these three places. We arrived at Ground little numb as we left that site.
Zero by the subway. The subway station to
I was still a little numb as we walked into
the World Trade Center was recently
reopened. When we walked above ground St. Paul’s. What greeted me there was more
we could see the work being done in the
continued on page 2...
place where the towers stood.
The
excavation for the rubble from the buildings
took them seven stories below ground level.
There is a fence preventing anyone from
going into the pit directly, but one can walk
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than I could have imagined.
Remembrances of what had occurred in
this church for the relief workers were
everywhere. Banners of thank you were
hanging from the upper story.
Examples of the stuffed animals were
present to see. A chasuble covered with
arm patches from police, fire, city
workers, and rescue squads was
completely amazing. The scuff marks
in the pews gave testimony to the
openness of this congregation and
community. As I looked at the banners
and the displays I thought to myself,
“Here is the church.” The church is
3,000 meals a day. The church is open
arms greeting people who are weary,
tired, and hurting. The church is
preparing a bed for someone to sleep.
The church is services led by priests of
various denominations all wearing that
chasuble. The church is doing all of this
because of its belief in Jesus Christ as
the Son of God. While I was still upset
by what I had seen at the World Trade
Center area I was able to rejoice in what
I saw in the response of the community
through this church. For here I could
see Christ at work. Here I could see
where God works through even the
worst pain in the world to bring healing,
comfort and succor. My faith in God
was strengthened by this church’s
witness.

Bible Studies
complete the study soon. After this
study is done we will take a break until
the fall. Our next study might be offered
at two times. We will be studying Luke
Timothy Johnson’s book entitled The
Creed. This class will be offered at 12
noon on Mondays and also at an evening
The Monday morning class is session. The details will be in the
finishing up Revelation. We will August newsletter.
The Sunday School class is really
digging into the meaning of
stewardship. Everyone is invited to
this class to discover how stewardship is
about a way of life. The classes begin at
10:00 am.

On the General Convention
During the last month The General
Convention was held in Columbus,
Ohio. I am sure we are all aware of that
fact. As you probably know our new
presiding bishop elect is The Rt. Rev.
Katherine Jefferts Schori from the
Diocese of Nevada. In addition to the
election there were several important
resolutions discussed on the convention
floor as well. I'm sure we have read
various accounts and read responses
from various people in the news. We
have been reading these articles and
comments with great interest.

The diocese has several ways to help
us find out direct information.
1. I have been invited to a meeting
that occurred while this newsletter was
still in print. I will inform everyone of
what I have learned after this meeting at
church and in a letter.

2. The diocese is having three postconvention meetings for all people.
They are all in August. The dates and
places are: August 15th at Trinity
School, Charlotte; August 22nd at St.
Andrew's, Greensboro; and August 29th
Furthermore, many people around at St. Paul's, Cary. All of these meetings
This September will mark the fifth
the world have been watching this entire are from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.
anniversary of that tragic day. The last
event with great interest. I am sure there
five years have been tumultuous in
3.
Other information is also
will be many more articles and
many ways. We have seen the lives of
comments to come forth from many available through Episcopal Life and
families forever changed and we have
different aspects of the communion through the diocesan and national
seen the tribulations of a country at war.
church websites.
during the days ahead.
As the fifth anniversary approaches I
invite us all to look for God’s presence.
As always my office is open to
Other than the election of our new
I invite us all to pray for peace. I invite
presiding bishop, I would urge us to use anyone who has questions. I will be
us all to ask for the presence of God’s
caution about what we read and hear. happy to help with finding information
Holy Spirit among us so that we might
M i s i n f o r m a t i o n , e v e n i n o u r or discussing any questions that might
feel God’s amazing grace.
technologically advanced age, is still an arise.
issue. Therefore, I ask instead for us to
Peace,
wait patiently until we can hear from our
Peace,
delegates and read, for ourselves, the
final drafts of the resolutions presented
and voted upon on the floor.
Bill+
Bill+
2
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How Come? . . . Part Two
by Don Gwarek
Last week at church, a visitor sat
next to you and afterwards, in the Pipkin
Parlor, you explained why we do certain
things in our service. You wonder as
you enter the sanctuary if the visitor will
return this week.
Wow! There he is, greeting you with
a friendly smile and a wave of his hand,
beckoning you to sit beside him. You
slide next to him in the pew and, after a
few moments of devotion, you welcome
him back to St. Thomas. Soon, Ed
Spencer, our organist, begins the
processional. The celebration has
begun.
“This is really nice,” our visitor
whispers.
“Yes, but the best is yet to come.”
And sure enough, later, after the
announcements, Father Bill says a short
offertory prayer and part two of our
service has begun.
Craning his head, after collection,
our visitor asks “What’s he doing now?”
as the Priest turns his back to us and
prepares the bread and wine at the altar.
“Is that some kind of secret thing?”
You shake your head and smile.
“There are no secrets here. He is
preparing the table for a feast. But I’ll
explain it all to you later.”
His eyes never leave the altar but a
big smile creases our visitor’s face as he
nods his head vigorously. And when the
bread and wine are held up, and Father
Bill intones, “these are the gifts of God
for the people of God,” our visitor just
sighs, “awesome.”
“Are you sure it’s okay if I take
Communion here?” he asks. “I’m not an
Episcopalian, you know.”
“We have an open altar in the
Episcopal Church,” you reply. “If you
can take Communion in your church,

you can take Communion here.
Besides, it’s not our table, it’s God’s. I
don’t think He would turn you away.”

“What’s that for?” our friend asks.

“That reminds us that we should
come to the altar with clean hands and a
Later, on the lawn, our visitor is pure heart. It has long been a custom for
happily munching cookies and sipping the head of a Jewish household to wash
lemonade as you explain the second part his hands like this before the prayers at
of our service.
the Passover meal. Jesus probably did
this at the Last Supper.”
“Part two of our service starts with
“After saying a prayer of
the Offertory,” you begin. “In the early
days of the church, people brought their consecration he turns back to the
own bread and wine to the service. congregation, breaks the bread and says
Deacons would determine what portion ‘Allelulia, Christ our Passover is
should be consecrated. The rest was sacrificed for us.’ This reminds us that
divided amongst the poor and needy. the Lord’s Body was broken on the cross
We are reminded of that today when the for us.”
ushers, who represent the people, bring
“But all of the priest’s words pales in
the money collected and the bread and
wine to the altar. We know that comparison when he holds up the bread
everything we have is a gift from God and wine and invites us to partake of this
and we are offering those gifts back to holy meal and says ‘DO THIS IN
Him. The money and the bread and REMEMBERANCE OF ME.’”
wine represent all that we have and all
that we do.”
“This is what our whole service is
about. It’s what being an Episcopalian
“Oh yeah,” our friend says. “But is all about. It’s remembering Jesus, His
then the priest turned his back to us and I life, death and resurrection and His
thought he was doing something secret. charge to us to “Love our God, and love
You said he was setting the table for a our neighbor as ourselves.”
feast. What was that all about?”
“And when the final hymn is sung
“What he does is truly beautiful. I and we process from the church I hope
wish everyone could see that part. In that you will follow the cross like the
some churches the altar stands alone as a rest of our St. Thomas family and do the
table and the priest stands behind it so work that God has asked us to do.”
that everyone can see this beautiful
drama, but in most churches he will
And until next time, God’s Peace.
have his back to the congregation when
he sets the table. The priest starts by
laying a white linen cloth, called a
corporal, on the altar. He then places a
cup, which we call a chalice, on the cloth
for the wine and a paten or plate, to hold
the bread. The cloth is to catch any
crumbs that might fall from the bread.
Then the priest pours some wine into the
chalice and a little water is added. This
reminds us of the blood and water that
appeared when Jesus’ side was pierced
at His crucifixion. Next an acolyte will
pour a little water over the priest’s
fingers.”

One Combined 10:00 Service:
Sunday July 2

Parish Picnic
Sunday July 9

Mission Trip
Commissioning
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Vestry Highlights from Joanne Piazza, Sr. Warden
Summer usually brings a slow-down
of activity in many churches, but I find
that is not the “norm” at St. Thomas.'
Although our services sometimes see a
drop in attendance due to the fact that
many of our parishioners are
vacationing, our mission and purpose
continues in full force.
Soon, our young people and adult
advisors will begin another mission trip
to the Charleston area, where they will
perform physical labor to make life
more bearable for one or more of God's
children. They will indeed be stewards,
giving of their time, talents and energy.
st
This also brings to my mind 1
Corinthians 13:13, which says “And
now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love.”
The mission trip will provide our young
people with a wonderful opportunity to
serve God by serving others by
spreading God's love to the community
they will serve and to each other.

* Discussed a letter we received
from our Diocese which will raise the
asking figure by 5% for next year. They
need to increase funding in order to
implement the first phase of the Mission
Action Plan (MAP), which was adopted
by the Diocesan Council in December
2005 and presented to the 190th Annual
Convention in January 2006. The
asking share for St. Thomas has been set
at $22,785. The Vestry will have to
decide how much of this asking we can
include in our budget for 2007, and we
hope to do this at the August meeting. It
was decided that we will all pray for
guidance to reach a decision.
* We are also trying to reach a
decision on whether or not we can either
lower or eliminate rent from the Day
School. This issue has also been tabled
because of the issue we are facing from
the Diocese.

* We discussed the best way to plan
our budgets for next year and will
Some of the things we discussed at continue to gather information to
th
present at the August meeting.
our June 19 Vestry Meeting included:
* Worship Committee: Jeanne
Horsley reported on the May meeting.
Plans were made at that meeting to
purchase the new Prayer Books and they
are now gracing the pews. The
dedication to Frank Lane was stamped
into each book. They also reflected on
the Holy Week services and discussed
* Filling in the calendar for 2007 So whether or not we should continue to
far, the Shrimp Fest will be on Sept. 16th have the Great Vigil due to sparse
attendance. Ed Spencer is working on
* The possibility of moving the fall going through the music and getting it
th
th
flea to October 20 instead of the 27 organized to see what we have and what
due to a conflict with a Cursillo event on we need. He had painstakingly come up
th
with a list of hymns we have used and is
the 27 .
organizing everything What a guy!
* Discussion concerning the
* Communications Committee: Dot
decision of the Fort Worth Diocese to
Reilly
reported that she sends
secede due to the election of a woman as
information
to the Reidsville Review on
Bishop of the Episcopal Church. (They
a
weekly
basis,
which includes all of our
do not accept women priests, so they
service
information.
Other articles will
cannot recognize a woman as Bishop.)
be
in
the
paper
depending
on our
Their letter was read at the convention.
activities.
*A training seminar for our
secretary, Jenny Wilkins. This seminar
will train her to use some of the software
we have available to us. Jenny will
travel to Charlotte for the sessions on
July 11th and 12th. I will be covering the
phones in the office those two days.

* Pastoral Care: Don Gwarek
reported that the ladies of the ECW
responded well for the Balsley family
during their time of need on the death of
Tom's mom, Lil Balsley. Don also
mentioned that he would like to start
accompanying Rev. Oldland on house
calls and Rev. Oldland responded that
they will get that in the works.
* Environmental Commission had a
clean-up day at the JC Park. They
cleaned up the Greenway Walking Trail
and finished up with a pizza lunch.
They would like to plan a clean-up day
at Reidsville City Lake in the fall.
*Parish Life: Martha Balsley
There are still some blank dates for
lemonade on the lawn, so please sign up
if you haven't yet. July is covered.
Lemonade will go through September
this year, so we need more volunteers to
provide lemonade and cookies after the
nd
11 am service. The July 2 festivities
are planned and we will have an outside
service at 10 am, followed by our annual
picnic. Hot dogs and beverages will be
provided- please bring a side dish to
share. We will again enjoy the Paul
Yodis Band and they will also have a
part in the worship service.
*Rev. Oldland has sent a letter to
Bishop Chip Marble about
consecrating our Bell. A date will be
announced as soon as it is confirmed.
This will most likely take place in the
fall.
* Directional signs have been
ordered.
* The nursery will soon have a new
coat of paint.
* The Vestry will do a walk-through
to come up with a list of repairs and/or
jobs that need attention in the near
future.
The meeting was adjourned; next
st
meeting will be held on August 21 at
6:45 pm.
Peace,
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Joanne Piazza, Sr. Warden

Environmental Education Commission Tips

Youth Group News

From: Eating locally grown, seasonal From: 50 Simple Things You Can Do
foods will help wallets, planet by To Save the Earth
Jennifer Wilkins (New York Times
News Service)
·
Keep your eyes open when you
shop. Buy eggs in cardboard-not
· More than a third of the energy in the Styrofoam cartons.
U. S. food system goes to processing,
packaging and transporting food. ·
Look for the “recycled” logo on
Buyers and the environment pay the cereal boxes, cookies, crackers and dry
cost.
goods.

As you are aware the youth group is
headed to Charleston for its annual
mission trip. We will be staying in
Mount Pleasant and using the team
house of UMRC during our stay. We do
not know the exact kind of work we will
be doing.
However, temperature
reports are coming in at 90-100 degrees
with high humidity. Please pray for us.
This year we have an added treat in that
many members of our group are coming
· More than 485,000 truckloads of · Avoid plastic containers, especially from Church of the Epiphany. All told
fresh produce set out from California “squeezable” ones, which are made up we have 21 people attending the trip.
each year, traveling up to 3,100 miles of different types of plastic in several Please keep us in your prayers daily.
each to supply supermarkets across the layers, and are dramatically non- Also, there will be daily updates on the
country. A substantial amount of carbon biodegradable.
web page and at the church office for
dioxide is generated and expelled into
anyone to review.
the atmosphere.
· Buy beverages in glass or aluminum
The names of those attending are:
containers. You can choose sauces,
· Americans need to rely on what's condiments, baby foods, spreads, etc.
From St. Mary’s by the Highway
local and appreciate fresh imports for that are packed in glass instead of
Travis Roberson
what they are-luxuries.
plastic.
· Our spending power can help shape
policies that enhance access to local
foods, protect agricultural land near
urban centers, provide incentives for the
use of locally grown foods in public
schools, and guarantee access to local
foods for all citizens

Thanks to Dot Ferneyhough for the
planting and care of the Memorial
Garden outside the Pipkin Parlor
~.~.~
Anyone interested in participating in the
Commission’s meetings or projects
should contact members Lauren
Ruhland, Paul Barrett, Jeanne
Horsley, Marian Safriet, or Kris
Rogers.

Congratulations Jeffrey!!!
Congratulations to
Jeffrey Kinnarney for
his accomplishments in
achieving the rank of
Eagle Scout! Jeffrey
received his award
during our 11:00 a.m.
Family Service on June
11.
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From Church of the Epiphany
Ed Ard
Nic Maness
Will Cox
Josh Petty
Craig Martin
Brianna Byrd
Teresa Martin
Jeff Margensey
Bob Cook
From St. Thomas
Daniel Oldland
Jeffrey Kinnarney
Sidney Melchert
Nathan Macias
Isaac Macias
Tom Ham
Richard Piazza
Alex Melchert
Bill Oldland
After the youth trip the youth group
of St. Thomas will take a break for the
rest of the summer.
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Annual Parish Picnic

Musical notes from

Ed

Sunday July 2

Hymn Blast: the F.A.Q.’s
A year ago, when I first arrived on
the scene to begin my work here at St.
Thomas’, I learned of a thing called
Hymn Blast. The following are some of
the Questions I Am Frequently Asked,
and what I believe are correct answers.

One Combined
Family Service
10:00 a.m.
Paul Yodis Band
Covered Dish Picnic
Hot Dogs & Beverages
Provided
Lemonade on the Lawn... a Summertime Tradition

Q: What is Hymn Blast?
A: Hymn Blast is an opportunity for
us to celebrate our hymnody as a
congregation by calling out some of our
favorites. It’s “favorites time” that gives
me a chance to both play through each
hymn a few times and find the best ways
to use each hymn in our worship
services.
Q: How does it work?
A: Hymn Blast forms are distributed
through the newsletter (check June) and
Sunday worship bulletins in May or
June. Write down 3 (or more, or less) of
your favorite hymns on the form, and
bring it to me, or leave it on the piano, or
drop it in the Hymn Blast box in the
choir room, or give it to a choir member.
Q: What’s the point?
A: The point for me is that I want to
know what of God’s music you know
and love. If a hymn has blessed your
heart, chances are it will bless someone
else’s heart as well. Hymn Blast hymns
and choir favorites get extra attention
because they are “tried and true”. I
KNOW that you are going to enjoy
singing your favorites, and the rest of us
probably will too.
So…keep talking to me, and watch
for the little HB by hymns in Sunday’s
bulletins. Would you like a list of Hymn
Blast hymns? Just let me know. Most
importantly…keep making a joyful
noise to God!
Thank you for my first year at St.
Thomas’.
Ed Spencer
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Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

DATE

SERVICE

To keep your directory up-to-date,
please make note of these changes:

ish
Par
r
iste
Reg

ATTENDANCE

May 21

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

13
53

May 28

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
52

June 4

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

11
74

June 11
Eagle Scout Award,
Jeffrey Kinnarney

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

19
100

June 18

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
42

A note from the Finance Committee

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest J. Sewell
2800 Sea Aire Dr SW
Supply, NC 28462-2479

Also, please note a Directory correction:
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Balsley's phone number: 349-3638

In Memory
Please pray for the repose of
the soul of

Lil Balsley

May light perpetual shine upon her.

Endowment Fund
Contributions may be made to the Endowment Fund
throughout the year by making memorial contributions,
sharing stock, remembering the Endowment Fund in Estate
Planning.

For more information, members of the Endowment
June marks the beginning of summer vacations for
Committee
are: Ann Donecker, Laura Felts, Starr
many parishioners and the finance committee would like
McHugh,
Bob
Lee Watt, and Steve Worth.
to remind everyone to please keep up with your pledges
even if you have to be away for a length of time. One
option to help you with this is to have your pledge drafted
out of your checking account while you are away. If you
would like to set this up, please notify the church office
and someone on the finance committee will be in touch
with you. It will be one less worry for your busy life!

Pledge Report
May 2006

Year To Date

Total Revenue

$ 12,054.90

$ 59,843.90

Total Operations Expenses

$ 11,168.29

$ 62,964.96

Difference

$

886.61

- $ 3,121.06
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Youth Leaders Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Cheri Barrett 361-0793
Barrett8@mindspring.com

• Director of Christian Ed. Kate North
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Sexton Carol Pruitt

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Pastoral Care Chair Tommy Thorn 616-0800
• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com

349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Shay Johnson (2005-2006)
Jessica Rivers (2006-2007)

WANTED!!!

• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

