Tidings

315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320
(336) 349-3511
(336) 349-3568
office@stthomasreidsville.org
www.stthomasreidsville.org

April 2005

From the Rector’s Desk

D

(The Rev. William D. Oldland)

ear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,

Alleluia! The Lord is Risen!
The Lord is Risen indeed!
Alleluia!
This Easter season is very
special for St. Thomas’. We
are beginning a new and
wonderful time in this community and it is time
for celebration. We celebrate the beginning of
new life and new opportunities.

[At the rectory], we have a wren that is building
her nest in the garage. Watching her complete
that nest has been fascinating. The signs of new
life in the world are incredible!
We also have new life in the church. We have
just baptized Owen Cooper North (son of Jeff &
Cathy North) into the family of Christ on Easter
Day. On April 10, we will baptize Keaton Carlos
Barrett (son of Paul & Cheri Barrett). What a
wonderful way to celebrate the Easter season with
bringing these two children into our midst.

First of all, we celebrate
the new life we have in Jesus
Christ. The season of Lent is
past. Our time of deep introspection is complete. We now
stand at the empty tomb and
celebrate the resurrection of our
Jesus our Savior and our Redeemer.

Finally, we are celebrating new
opportunity for the parish. We have
received word from the diocese to
proceed with the purchase of the
property next door. The purchase of
this property opens new possibilities
and challenges for us. The challenge
before us is to raise the funds to purchase the
property. The opportunity before us is long-range
planning for the life of this church.

We also celebrate the new life we have in
springtime. The signs of new life are all around
us. The flowers getting ready to bloom. The
grass is greener. Birds are preparing their nests.

What opportunities will arise are only limited
by how much we dream and how well we listen
to God’s vision for St. Thomas’ in this
community of Reidsville.
(continued on page 2)
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Along with the new property, we will be
celebrating a new opportunity in our worship
services. The organist search committee is almost
done with their work. Within the next week, we
hope to issue an invitation to one of our prospects.
Please keep the committee in your prayers as we
pray diligently for guidance as to whom God has
called to be the next organist/choir director for St.
Thomas’.
These are indeed exciting times for the parish.
They are signs of positive growth and signs of
opportunity. During this season of Resurrection, I
pray we will give thanks to God for where we are
and for what we have received. I also hope we
will continue to pray for open hearts and minds,
open ears and open spirits to hear the still small
voice of God and the strength to follow.

If you plan to attend, please call them and let
them know. They will help us cover as many
workshops as possible.
Please prayerfully
consider attending this event. The cost is ten
dollars per person, and we do have scholarship
money available.

Adult Study Opportunities

Peace be with you.

Mission and Ministry Fair
(A Note from Father Bill)

The Mission and Ministry Fair is held at
Canterbury School in Greensboro. This event is
sponsored by the diocese to celebrate, to teach,
and to have fun. Last year, the day began with the
Eucharist with the procession of the church
banners and the acolytes. All of our acolytes
throughout the diocese were recognized for their
service and ministry to the church. Following the
service, the event continued with workshops,
lunch, and fun activities for people of all ages.
The workshops cover a wide range of topics
and assistance for individuals and parishes. Over
thirty workshops are planned for this year alone.
In addition, there are presentations of various
groups who offer help in spiritual development
and growth.
St. Thomas’ could really benefit from a good
attendance at this day. I hope we will all mark our
calendars and reserve this day planning to attend.
Chuck & Bettie Rhodes and Ann & Kris Rogers
have graciously volunteered to help coordinate
attendance at the various workshops.
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There are currently two opportunities for
growth in study for adults at St. Thomas’. The
first one is on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am. The
Adult Sunday School Class is studying the lives
of the saints. We are looking at how they lived
their lives, what they did, and how the world
around them responded. By learning about their
lives, we are also learning a great deal about some
of our Christian symbols. Come and see how the
saints of old shared the Good News of Jesus Christ
and what impact their message has on our lives
today.

The second opportunity is on Monday at 12
Noon. The class is currently studying the book
of Revelation. We are in the seventh chapter at
this time. Please join the class, even if you have
missed the beginning. It is possible to read the
notes and catch up on the material easily.
Currently, the class has about ten students. All
you need to bring is your Bible, some paper, a hiliter, a pen, and an inquiring heart & mind.
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Youth Group To Visit Sky
Diving Drop Zone In June
(By Teresa Ruhland)

The EYC is coordinating a Saturday Day Trip
for late June to experience on-the-ground training
for sky divers.

Youth Plans & Activities
(Episcopal Youth Community)

April 3 - Discussion Night – We will do a version
of popcorn theology without the movie. Be at the
church at 5:00 pm. All you need to bring is
yourself, a friend and an appetite. See you there.
April 10 - Grasshoppers vs. Crawdads – We are
going to attend this Sunday afternoon game. We
need to meet at the church at 3:45. The game
starts at 5:00 pm. We will help with five dollars
towards the ticket price for all youth group
members and drivers. Other family members are
welcome to attend as well. They are responsible
for their own ticket. Bring money towards the
ticket and for whatever refreshments you want.
April 17 - Service Project – We will go to the
Reidsville Outreach Center and to the Soup
Kitchen to help organize the food pantries. Be at
the church at 5:00 pm and bring a friend.

Youth and adults interested in performing an
actual sky dive or doing a tandem dive with a
trained diver must be 18 years old, be in good
health, and weigh no more than 225 pounds.
Tandem dives cost $199 with an optional video
journal of your experience costing $59. Ground
school usually costs $100 per person but
Adrenaline Air Sports located at Swan Creek
Airport in Jonesville, North Carolina, will be
giving our group free ground instructions.
Most of our group is under 18 years old and
will not be allowed to do an actual sky dive after
the ground training, but the experience is still
awesome. Participants will view divers doing
precision air-crobatics from 10,000 feet up falling
at about 120 mph. Jumpmasters will be available
on the ground to make the experience more
informative.
If you are interested in going on this day
excursion with the youth group, call Teresa
Ruhland at (336) 349-2464. If you'd like to get
more information about the opportunities available
to you in sky diving, go to their website at
www.carolinaskydiving.com or call (336) 8355955.

April 23 - Spring Production at Carlisle School.
We are planning to attend to support Sherrie
Donecker who is in the production. Details for the
event and exact date & time will be sent to you as
soon as we have them. We will need to know if
you are interested in attending. Keep a close eye
on your mail for the details.
April 30 - The Mission and Ministry Fair and
Acolyte Festival – We will be attending this event
at Canterbury School. We will meet at the church
at 9:00 am. The cost of this event is covered in
our youth budget. We will be back at the church
at 5:00 pm. Dress for the day is very casual.

Future EYC Events:
•

Wilderness adventure - time to be announced

•

White water rafting - after graduation in
early to mid June

•

MISSION TRIP - July 31 - August 1 in
Charleston, SC.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Nursery Caregiver Earns

Easter Blessing from the

Certification

(Photos by Tom Ham)

(Photo submitted by family)

St. Thomas’ welcomed Owen Cooper North
“into the .household of God” (BCP p. 308) on
Easter Day during Worship Service. There was
also a reception in the Pipkin Parlor after the
Service.
Welcome, North Family, to this congregation
of believers!

CPR and First Aid

We are proud of Lauren Ruhland who earned
American Red Cross certification in Adult/Child
& Infant CPR and First Aid on March 19 at Annie
Penn Hospital.

“North”

Lauren works in the Nursery so parents
can enjoy the Worship experience.

FYI: Poison Control Center # for the U.S.
1-800-222-1222

Nursery in Need of Donations

Owen in the center in Father Bill Oldland’s arm and his
parents, Cathy & Jeff North, on the left and right.

(By Teresa Ruhland)

With two new babies in our parish family,
Nursery Caregivers are asking for donations to
upgrade the facilities.
• A baby monitor or other sound system that

allows the caregivers to hear the services while
in the nursery would be appreciated.
• Two or three nap-time mats for the floor when
toddlers need to crash or just want to sit on
something nice to watch a video.
• A boom-box with CD player and cassette player
to play Bible songs.
• Storage bins to separate and organize ageappropriate toys.
If you have an item that you think we could use,
please contact Polly Yeago or Lauren Ruhland
during church hours.
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Owen’s family & Father Bill:
Grandparents Mr. & Mrs. Dana W. Jennings, and Godparents,
Clare-Marie Hannon & Chance Eckles, in background.
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Dead Sea Scrolls to The
Bible in America
(By Teresa Ruhland)

Currently in our area is an unprecedened
exhibition of Biblical Dead Sea Scroll fragments,
other Ancient Biblical Manuscripts, and rare
Bibles collected from around the world to tell a
story - the story of the most printed book in
history - the English Bible.
The oldest known form of writingMesopotamian pictographic clay tablets--over
5,000 years old; The Septuagint--the oldest
fragments of the book of Exodus in Greek dated at
4th century; and a Medieval Hebrew Torah
manuscript scroll are just a few of the items you'll
see at this extrodinary exhibit of the history of our
Bible. The exhibit is extended until April 10.
Parish members interested in attending will not be
disappointed in the trip. The exhibit is at
Providence Place 1701 Westchester Drive (Hwy
68 south) High Point. It shows from MondaySaturday: 10 am-9 pm; Sunday 12 pm - 6 pm.
(The box office closes one hour before the
showing). It takes a little over a hour to view
everything including a 15-minute video and a
training class on Hebrew writing. Adult admission
is $10.00 Weekdays, $12.00 Weekends; senior
citizen and student admission is $8.00. Group rates
are also available. For more information, go to
www.DeadSeaScrollsToAmerica.com.

Crazy for Reading Awards
(By Teresa Ruhland)

The Crazy for Reading Reward Pizza Party
and Awards Ceremony & will be Tuesday, April
5, at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall. EDS Parents
and ECW Readers are encouraged to attend.
Everyone is welcomed!

Did You Know…
(By Don Gwarek)

There are 731 churches in the United States
named after the apostle, Thomas. That’s pretty
impressive for a guy who is only mentioned 12
times in the Bible.
Thomas, who is also know as the twin or
Didymus (Greek for twin) is probably best
remembered
as the “doubting Thomas”
who declared he wouldn’t
believe Jesus had risen
from the dead and had
visited
the
other
Disciples while Thomas
was gone until he could
place his fingers in
Jesus’ wounds. He later
placed his fingers into
the wounds of Christ
and said “my Lord
and my God.” But we
also know him as a very
brave man who was ready to die with Jesus when
Jesus went to raise Lazarus from the dead.
Unfortunately, there are no verifiable records
for what Thomas did after the Pentecost, but
tradition holds that he was sent to evangelize the
Parthians, Medes and Persians. Saint Thomas
eventually wound up in India, arriving at the port
of Kerala in 52 A.D. and spent 10 years preaching
and healing on the Malibar coast. In 68 A.D. he
traveled eastward to Mylapore where again he
preached and healed but angered certain Hindus
who martyred Thomas by spearing him to death in
72 A.D.
A group known as the Malabar Christians
in India insists that they were founded by the
Apostle Thomas.
St. Thomas is the patron saint of architects,
and he is often depicted holding a carpenter’s
square in his hand (as in the stained glass window
above our altar) showing that he is the builder of
churches. He is also shown with a spear, the
instrument of his martyrdom. His feast day is
July 3.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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“Treasure in Earthen Vessel”
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us”
(2 Corinthians 4:7)

In January 2005, Margaretta Guinn-Rose
applied and was accepted as a candidate for
recertification of her Certified
Photo by Tom Ham
Professional Secretary (CPS)
rating with the 63-year-old
International Association of
Administrative Professionals
(IAAP).
Her
diverse
accomplishments,
continual
improvement initiatives, progressively responsible professional
positions over 16 years, and college
credits earned her IAAP’s blessing to
renew her rating!
Margaretta’s Pin
Margaretta earned her initial certification in
1995 when IAAP was known as Professional
Secretaries International (PSI). With “the broader
range of job titles and expanded responsibilities
held by today’s administrative support staff,”
members of Professional Secretaries International
voted to change the association’s name several
times in 63 years; most recently to the
International Association of Administrative
Professionals in 1998.
“The
International
Association
of
Administrative Professionals is the world’s largest
association for administrative support staff, with
600 chapters and 40,000 members and affiliates
worldwide. For more than 60 years, IAAP has
provided up-to-date research on office trends,
cutting-edge publications, outstanding seminars
and conferences, and top-notch resources to help
administrative professionals enhance their skills
and become more effective contributors to their
employers.

• ESTEEM – Attaining certification demonstrates to your
employer and yourself that you are committed as a
professional.
• COLLEGE CREDIT – Many colleges and universities
offer course credit for studying for and passing the CPS
exam (The American Council on Education
recommends 32 semester hours).

Major areas tested on the CPS exam are
Finance and Business Law, [the latest] Office
Systems and Administration, and Management.
Prerequisites for sitting for exam include 4 years
of consecutive administrative experience or a 4year college degree [and plenty of studying!]” ☺
(http://www.iaap-hq.org/ - April 2005)
In
today’s
competitive
administrative
environment, the CPS rating gives potential
employers an excellent degree of confidence that
when they hire a CPS, they are hiring one of the
best, most diverse and flexible employees who by
the CPS recertification requirement will maintain
knowledge of the latest and best in the
administrative field. Employers will know without
a doubt that they have someone who has chosen
his/her profession and want to be in it – not just
there as a last resort.
Margaretta has said that she believes that God
has guided her in her professional choice because
after all has been said and done, at St. Thomas’
she is able to raise her sons as a full-time mom
while being a part-time professional. Her only
“regret” is that as a small child, she thought that
the secretarial field would no doubt be one of the
$100,000 per year jobs! ☺

Advantages of Certification
• JOB ADVANCEMENT – certification gives you a
competitive edge for promotion and hiring.
• PROFESSIONAL SKILLS – You will learn more
about office operations and build skills by studying for
and taking the CPS exam.
• SALARY – A recent IAAP membership profile study
shows that CPS holders earn an average of $2,228 more
per year than those who do not have certification.
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Margaretta’s Certificate

Note from the Men’s Club
(By Don Gwarek)

The Men’s Club has recently purchased a 10 x
30 foot tent. It is available to church members,
free of charge, for church
functions on the church
grounds. If your group is
interested in using it, please
let Tommy Thorn or
Richard Piazza know 30
days in advance and they
will set it up for you.
It’s bigger than this!

Now here’s some good news: If you are a
church member and you are planning a private
party not on the church grounds, you can still rent
the tent for only $50 a day and for a negotiated
price, Tommy and Richard will even cater and
cook for you. But again, please let them know 30
days in advance. The money raised will be used
for the church property.

St. Thomas members enjoying the treat!

Easter Breakfast
(Photos by Tom Ham)

A great big THANK YOU to our #1 Men’s
Club for cooking us breakfast on Easter Day!
Bill Horsley, Chuck Rhodes, Bob Lee Watt, and Richard
Piazza busy preparing; Jeanne Horsley waiting in line.

Kris Rogers scrambling eggs

Chuck Rhodes and his perfect pancakes!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Ascribe to the LORD
the glory of his name;

Financial Report
February 2005

Income ............. $10,869.16
Expenses ........ $14,949.87
Difference ... ($ 4,080.71)
--------------

Date

Service

02/20

8:30 13
11:00 106

02/27

8:30
11:00

13
61

Regular service

03/06 8:30
11:00

18
66

Regular service

8:30
11:00

16
67

Regular service

03/20 8:30
11:00

19
78

Palm Sunday:
Procession of Palms

03/24 6:30

45

Seder and Eucharist

12:00
12:30

20
7

Good Friday Service
Stations of the Cross

03/13

Total Year-to-Date
03/25

Income ............. $25,780.56
Expenses ........ $24,680.75
Difference ..... $ 1,099.81

“God takes our gifts, multiplies them, and uses
them to further his kingdom here on earth. As
people of faith, we are known for our works. What
we are able to do for other people in God’s name
will enable them to know we are truly God’s
people.” - Tom Balsley

03/26 6:30

03/27

Special Notes

Happening #44 Team
Led Service

17 The Great Vigil of Easter

8:30 27
11:00 105

Easter & the Baptism
of Owen North

worship the LORD
in holy splendor.
(NRSV- Psalm 29:2 )

(“Thoughts on Stewardship”
www.stthomasreidsville.org, April 2005)
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Kitchen and Parish Hall Rules

Please Lock the Facility

(by Mavis Simon for Parish House Committee)

(by authority of the Tommy Thorn, Jr. Warden)

Please help us keep our kitchen and parish
house neat and clean by complying with following
rules.

All organization, committee, and commission
heads, after complying with the “Kitchen and
Parish Hall Rules,” be sure ALL doors in all
areas used are locked, lights are off, and
appropriate heating or cooling equipment is on its
proper setting (or off).

1. Wash and put away all pots, pans, and
coffee urns. Dishes are to be placed in the
dishwasher(s) and cleaned. Automatic
dishwasher detergent is under the main
sink. If you cannot empty the dishwasher,
please let the current month’s Parish House
chairperson know (listed at the bottom left
of the Worship Schedule insert of the
current month’s newsletter). We will be
glad to do this for you.
2. Hang damp dishtowels on the rack and put
soiled towels in the provided basket under
sink. Fresh towels may be found in the
drawers on the right side of the second
island facing the silver refrigerator.

If there is a loss or theft due to negligence of
locking the doors, your organization, committee,
or commission will be billed for the deductible of
our insurance policy.

From the Editor
(Margaretta Guinn-Rose)

Dear St. Thomas’ Members,

3. Take out the trash and put it in garbage can
located next to the utility buildings outside
the rector’s office. Replace all inside
garbage cans with fresh bags that may be
found in the kitchen closet to the left of the
double-door pantry.

If you have noticed that your or your family’s
birthdays and/or anniversaries have not been
included in the Worship Schedule, please
contact the office to make sure we have your
membership file updated. We want to make a
special effort to include all of your special
dates.

4. Sweep and mop (if necessary), leaving the
Parish Hall and kitchen as you have found
them. If any mopping is done, the mop
should be rinsed and placed outside at the
left side of the kitchen door--beside the
white refrigerator--and turned upside
down (please) for proper drying.

Please don’t forget to stop by the office and
fill in your organization’s special dates on the
church calendar. Since the office is often
locked, the church calendar has been placed on
the outside of the office door for your
convenience.

5. Table cloths should be laundered (if used)
and returned to the proper place in the
kitchen drawer labels “Table Cloths.”
6. All tables should be wiped clean and
placed as found.
For any infraction of our rules, there will be a
bills sent to you in an amount set by our sexton for
the extra time it takes to do these steps for you.

Please stop by the office on Sundays or during
office hours to reserve your special dates on
for sponsor Altar flowers. We have several
Sundays available throughout the year.
Thank you for your kind words and actions to
me and my sons. And thank you for your
patience with me as I work towards doing a
better job for you!

☺
OK, I’m out of fillers!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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is for Geranium

Episcopal Day

(By Lori Thorn, Coordinator)

School
Kindergarten Class Report
Dear Church Family,
The Kindergarten class is continuing to work
on time and money. They are progressing well.
On March 21, Father Bill and the Day School
teachers met with Steve Rutledge, the
representative of the company from which we are
purchasing our playground equipment. We have
our first modular piece picked out, and Mr.
Rutledge is drawing up blue prints for where it
will go on the playground. We are continuing to
work toward our ultimate goal of $5,000.00, and
are currently saving toward our second piece of
equipment, which will cost $800.00 - $1,000.00.

We are selling the same beautiful
6-inch geraniums as last year.
They come in 5 colors: red, light
pink, violet (fuchsia), white, & light salmon @
$5.00 each. Sale ends April 13. Pick up is late
morning on Wednesday, April 20.
Thank you for supporting our school again this
year! ☺

Here is how you’ve helped us:

$1,972.00
and counting.

Thank you to Reid and Cindy Teague for the
latest generous donation to the playground
equipment fund.

Ultimate Goal:
$5,000.00

Cori Anderson

PreSchool Class Report
Church Family,
The preschool class has been very busy during
March. We have worked with Letters Q, R, S, and
T; and the Number 10. The color of the month
was Green, of course. We made alphabet quilts,
turtle magnets, and we also made snakes out of old
neck ties.
We had a great Easter party, and are enjoying
our spring break.
During W week next month, we will visit
Graystone Farm for a Wild West Day!

Love

,
Lisa Walker & Cheryl Scott
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Illustration hand-drawn by Lori Thorn
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March Madness Crazy for Reading Memories
(Photo by Tom Ham)

Donna Van Ness, one of several ECW members who read to the Day School children
“Words cannot express how much we appreciate all that the ECW
has done for our school during March. Not only have you given us the great
selection of books, but you also took the time out of your schedules
to come out and read them to the children.
Thank you so much.”
Love,
Lisa Walker, Cheryl Scott, and Cori Anderson

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF
• Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director John Bullock - 349-9232
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Director of Christian Ed. Polly Yeago 643-7708
jyeago@worldnet.att.net
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Margaretta Guinn-Rose
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Sexton - Cori Anderson 349-3541
eds@stthomasreidsville.org

LAY WORKERS
• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Youth Leaders Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Cheri Barrett 361-0793
Barrett8@mindspring.com
• Altar Guild Director
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@vnet.net

• Worship Chair Dot Reilly 634-1828
• Pastoral Care Chair Tommy Thorn 616-0800
• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com
• Webservant John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

• Episcopal Day School Administrator Keith Anderson 616-0398
anderson.keith@cleanharbors.com

WANTED!!!

Information – Stories – Pictures – Ideas!
Newsletter Deadline: 20th of each month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR call the church office @ 349-3511

