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From the Rector’s Desk - (The Rev. William D. Oldland)
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ne of the aspects that sets
Episcopalians apart from
other denominations is
our style of worship. We call
it liturgy. During the month
of March, we are going to see
a wide expression of our
liturgy with Holy
Week approaching.
During this week,
we will experience the gamut of the
liturgical expression of the church.
Along with the experience of the liturgy,
we will also experience a wide range of
emotions from wonder and glory to
sadness and despair and then incredible
joy. All of the services have their own
part to play in sharing with us the events
of the last week of Jesus’ earthly pilgrimage. Just
for a few moments, I would like to explore the
services and their meaning.
The first one is Palm Sunday. On Palm
Sunday we remember the entrance of Jesus into
Jerusalem with His disciples. We reenact this
event waving palm fronds and shouting Hosannas
as the King of kings enters the city. Can we
imagine what the event must have been like for
the disciples of Jesus? They believed the day had
finally arrived when he would make His identity
as the Messiah known.

Jesus would be raised up as King. However, we
quickly go from the parade of the King in glory to
the events of The Passion on the same day. We
hear the crowds rail against Him. We hear Pilate
condemn Him, and we can visualize Jesus being
raised not as a King of glory and seated on a
throne; but like a thief raised to die on a cross.
We have the opportunity to see Jesus
raised like this thief, but he didn’t steal
money, gold, or jewels. Jesus stole away
the sin of the world. We leave Him on
that day buried in the tomb. We wait to
see what will happen. We wonder like
the disciples, “Is this the end?”
From this scene, we move backward
in the events for a moment on Maundy
Thursday. On this night, we remember
the scenes of the Last Supper. Some churches
will have a Seder. Some churches will have a
Foot washing. In either case, the scriptures recall
the events in the Upper Room. We are reminded
that Peter will deny Jesus. We are called to
remember that Judas will betray Jesus. We are
reminded that we are called to be a continuation
of the line of disciples. We have been taught by
Jesus in that room. We have been washed by
Jesus as he was the servant. We have eaten with
Jesus and partaken of the bread and the wine, the
body and blood of the covenant.
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From the events of this last night, we move to
the events of the trial and the crucifixion on Good
Friday. This liturgy recalls for us the details of the
death of Jesus. We hear of the harassment and
beating from the guards and the crowds. We walk
with Him to Golgotha
carrying the cross. We
recall the sound of the
hammer and nails. We
hear
his
final
words, and we
watch as
Joseph
buries
Him in the tomb. The church is bare and the
crosses are covered in black. The church mourns.
The church weeps. To underscore the events we
follow the service with The Way of the Cross. We
walk the path as Jesus did to Golgotha. We
remember the price Jesus paid for our own sins.
Then on the eve of Holy Saturday, the church
recalls the most incredible miracle of all. The
Great Vigil of Easter is the first and foremost
service of the Christian year. It is the service after
which all Eucharists and all baptisms are
patterned. The service begins in darkness outside
the church. New fire is kindled from which the
Christ candle, the Paschal candle, is lit. Everyone
processes into the church following the light of
Christ and lighting their own candle from the light
of Christ. Then the salvation of humanity is
recounted with lessons, prayers, and psalms. After
the lessons are read, baptisms are performed and
the people are blessed with Holy Water. Then the
greatest miracle of all is remembered. The church
is decorated with all of the Easter finery. The
color of the hangings and linens is white. Flowers
are placed on the altar. The shrouds over the
crosses are removed. The acolytes and priests
dress in white. When everything is ready, there is
a knock at the door. Three times the door is struck
symbolizing the opening of the tomb and the
resurrection of Christ. The doors are opened wide
and the Easter Acclamation is proclaimed. The
most beautiful of all events is recounted, the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Everyone comes to
the first Eucharist of the new light of the year.
Finally, on Sunday morning, we recall the
resurrection once again. The day has dawned and
the disciples find the tomb empty. Furthermore,
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they begin to share the story. We are the disciples
to whom the story has been shared. We in turn
hear the story once again. Hearing this story
lightens our hearts, fills us with joy and promises
all hope. We are now the disciples called to step
out and share the story to someone else. We are
called to share the story of the empty tomb; the
resurrection, to all who will hear.
Yes, this week is full of experience and
emotion. It is a week of wonder, sadness, joy, and
expectation. We do these liturgies to increase our
faith, to grow in the depth of our love of God, to
realize the hope we have in Christ, and to be
empowered to share the story.
These are
wonderful liturgies full of wonder and awe. I
hope and pray we will take the opportunity to
experience as many of these liturgies as we can.
They
are
wonderful
opportunities for us. They
are opportunities for the life
of Christ and the love of
God to be experienced in
our own life and renew our
hope in the incredible gift of the resurrection.
Peace,

Lay Eucharistic

Ministry Update
(The Rev. W. D. Oldland)

Last fall we began the ministry of taking
communion to individuals of the parish who are
unable to attend on a regular basis. However, in
December we lost two of our
ministers: David Zoernig
and Danny Hall. At this
time, we will begin to
utilize our ministers again.
If anyone is interested in
becoming a lay Eucharistic
minister, please talk to Bill
Oldland and inform him of your
desire. Requirements to be involved
in this ministry include attending several classes
and licensure by the bishop.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Paschal Vigil Service
(By Joanne Piazza)
Paschal Candle in background

The Great Easter Vigil traces its roots to the
earliest days of Christianity. The service in the
Book of Common Prayer recreates part of that
early tradition, but it includes other elements that
developed over the centuries, many of them
Celtic.
There were many controversies in the early
Church over the complex question as to how to
settle the date of Easter (the Christian ‘Passover’
‘Pasch’). There were differences between the
Roman and Alexandrian methods of computation,
through the use of divergent ‘paschal cycles.’
Such differences were eventually amicably
resolved, usually in the Alexandrians’ favor by
455 when Pope Leo 1, accepted their calculation.
The possession by the Celtic Churches of their
own method of computation led to a long quarrel
in the British Isles after the arrival of Roman
missionaries. The Roman custom was eventually
accepted in 644, throughout England.
That early Easter service was especially
important to the fledgling church because it was a
persecuted, underground organization. Converts
were carefully instructed over many weeks, and
they experienced Christian worship for the first
time during the long Easter Vigil when they were
baptized and allowed to partake of communion for
the first time.
The Paschal Vigil Service, the principal
celebration of Easter, is traditionally observed
during the night of Holy Saturday/Easter Sunday.
The service came to center upon the Resurrection.
The Paschal Candle, with its symbolism of light,
was introduced in Italy in the 4th century. The
Paschal Vigil Service has been subjected to
various modifications through the ages, but the
basic pattern has remained. The celebrant blessed
the New Fire outside the church and marked the
Paschal Candle with the sign of the Cross before
lighting it from the New Fire. Since 1970, a
simpler blessing of the Paschal Candle has been
permitted.

The celebrant carries the lighted Candle
through a darkened church, making three stations
during which he/she sings “Lumen Christi” (Light
of Christ). Candles held by members of the
congregation are lit from the Paschal Candle and
the lights of the church are lit when the procession
reaches the sanctuary.
A series of scriptural readings normally
follow, with responsive Psalms or periods of
silence. The readings will include the story of
creation, the Exodus, and prophecies of
redemption, from the Old Testament. The New
Testament readings are the passage about Christ’s
Resurrection and our Baptism in Romans 6: 3-11
A homily is then delivered. The next part of the
service is connected with Baptism.
The service is long, but it is moving, exciting,
and a great way to experience the ultimate joy of
our faith. Your participation will confer upon you
a blessing you cannot anticipate. We invite you to
participate in this very special Easter Service.

Adult Study Opportunities

The Adult Bible Study meets at 12:00 noon on
Mondays. We are currently studying the book of
Revelation. Anyone is welcome to join us in our
studies. If you would like to bring lunch and
something to drink that is fine. No knowledge of
Revelation is required. Just bring your Bible and
yourself and join in the discussion.

Adult Sunday School is studying the Saints
and Martyrs of the Church. Each week we will
look at the lives of these incredible church
matriarchs and patriarchs. We will find out who
they were. What they did and what symbols there
may be of their lives. Please join us in these
discussions at 10:00 in the Vestry Room.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Successful Ski Trip

We got home at about 7:30 p.m. I think everyone
was happy to go home to relax.

(Story & Photos by Lauren Ruhland)

On
Saturday,
February 5, St. Thomas'
Church Youth Group
(EYC) joined the St.
Francis' Church Youth
Group for a trip to
Appalachian Ski resort.
Leaving at 5:30 a.m.
from St. Francis' was
quite a hassle but worth it. We arrived at the
mountain at about 8:30 a.m. For me personally, it
was my first time skiing; others skied before.

We checked in at
about 9:15 a.m., and
we were informed
about ski rentals,
lessons,
and
liability.
It
was quite
crowded
and took
a while to get order forms, rent skis and boots, and
gather for a final meeting.
As snowy as it was (mostly man-made) it was
55 degrees and sunny. I saw a few people taking
off jackets, sweaters, and gloves. We should have
put on sunscreen: I got a sun burn.
I took a ski lesson just to see what it was like
to ski. I wasn't about to go down the mountain.
The ski instructor was very sweet and informative.
Of course being a beginner, I fell A LOT! But in
the end, it was all fun.
We had only one accident that I know about.
Kurt, a youth advisor at St. Francis’, took a tumble
on one of the slopes. His shoulder was hurt, and
he wasn't able to ski for the rest of the day. He
couldn't drive home either.
As the day ended, we all realized that the day
had been a success. The drive home was quiet and
peaceful in contrast to the busy, fun-filled day.
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I would definitely go back again. It did cost
$60 for the tickets, $15 for the lessons, and
another $25 for food, drinks, and souvenirs. It
was so much fun. I'm glad I went.

Youth Plans & Activities
(Episcopal Youth Community)

Last month’s activities included preparing the
chicken wings for the Super Bowl, a Super Bowl
party, popcorn theology where we talked about
global warming and stewardship of our
environment, and lunch at a local restaurant. We
had a great time at all of the events.
We thank the parish for their support of the
chicken wing sale. We sold over 170 dozen and
made over $1,000.00. Many thanks to everyone
who helped out with cutting, thawing, battering,
cooking, saucing, and delivering.

This month’s activities
include:
Mar 6 - Care packages for
College School Students and
Military.
We have some
prepared already, but we need
to make a few more and wrap &
address them.
Mar 13 - Preparations for Seder on Maundy
Thursday. We need assistance from the youth
group to help with setting the tables and being a
part of the dinner itself.
Mar 20 - Final prep for dinner and watch movie
on the life of Jesus.
Mar 24 - The Seder Dinner
Mar 27 - NO EYC. Happy Easter

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Future EYC Events:
Wilderness adventure - Time to be announced
White water rafting - After graduation in early to
mid-June
MISSION TRIP
July 31 - August 1 in Charleston, SC.

EYC Wings Sale Memories
(Photos by Tom Ham – February 6, 2005)

Ross Haigler & Lauren Ruhland
preparing the wings

Ross Haigler, Jeffrey Kinnarney, & William Oldland
cooking the wings

EYC Leaders Cheri Barrett & Father Oldland
washing & preparing the wings

Leader Danny Hall & Ross Haigler, Lauren Ruhland,
William Oldland, Mallory Yarborough, & Leader Cheri
Barrett in the assembly line!

Jeffrey Kinnarney & Ross Haigler
battering & cooking the wings

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Needed: Data

duplications are okay since we can make a gift of
the book to a needy child.

Entry Help!

Student/Teacher Book Wish List

(By Teresa Ruhland)

The adult/young adult church library in the
vestry room is growing. We need help entering
the books into a database. It requires light typing
and light shelving of books. We'd like to have the
library ready for use by the church members at
Easter. If you are interested in helping, contact
Teresa Ruhland at 349-2464.

2nd Annual March Madness
Crazy for Reading
(By Teresa Ruhland)

The ECW is kicking off another March
Madness reading program for the Episcopal Day
School on March 1. The theme again this year is
St. Patrick’s Day. Children earn shamrocks for
accomplishing individual reading goals and
receive weekly prizes.
An awards/pizza
celebration is scheduled for after spring break if
their 700 books goal is met.
Crazy for Reading Readers this year are:
(Reading time is 10:00am)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Enemy Pie by Derek Munson
Wolf by Becky Bloom
No Such Thing by Jackie French Koller
Small Green Snake by Libba Moore Gray
The Very Quiet Cricket by Carle
The Keeping Quilt by Polacco
The Wolf Who Cried Boy by Bob Hartman
Don’t Laugh Joe by Keibo Kasza
The Cow Who Wouldn’t Come Home by Paul
Brett Johnson
10. Hey Little Ant by Phillip & Hannah Hoose
11. Henny Penny by Jane Wattenberg
12. The Relatives Come (author unknown)
13. “Let’s Get a Pup,” said Kate by Bob Graham
14. Stella Lovella’s Runaway Book by Lisa
Campbell Ernst
15. Good Night, Sleep Tight, Don’t Let the
Bedbugs Bite by Diane deGoat
16. Katy No-Pocket (author unknown)

Attention ECW Members
(By Martha Balsley)

March 3 - Dottie Worth
March 8 - Jeanne Horsley
March 10 - Mavis Simon
March 15 - Priscilla Foster
March 17 - Laura Felts
March 22 - Donna Van Ness
March 24 - Dot Ferneyhough
It only takes about 15 minutes during circle
time and gives tons of love. They will read a book
from the ECW/Day School Children’s Lending
Library or one they purchase from the
Student/Teacher Wish List to read and then donate
it to them. If you'd like to participate, you can
purchase one of the books from the list to donate.
It is recommended you check the list in the
Narthex because people are already crossing off
the book they want to contribute. Although
6

I had a phone call from Bernice Foster, who is
president of the Greensboro Convocation, about a
need for candidates to run for the following
Diocesan ECW offices: President-elect, Missions
Chairman, and UTO Chairman. She said that the
Eastern part of the state has dominated Diocesan
offices for the past few years. She would like to
see someone from our area run for one or more of
these offices. Of course, she is calling all the
churches in the Greensboro Convocation.
If anyone feels led to consider running for one
of these offices, please let me know. St. Thomas’
ECW would wholeheartedly support anyone
willing to run.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

A Farewell to Kate
Photos by Tom Ham – February 6, 2005

fortunate. Laura Felts observed that every one of
her and Ed’s grandchildren has worn one of Kate’s
sweaters, which will no doubt become an heirloom
for the next generation.

Kate with Father Oldland

Kate with her book

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Churchwomen gave a
surprise going away party for Kate Nelson,
Sunday, February 6. After church, everyone was
invited to the Pipkin Parlor for a reception for
Kate who has moved to Lutheran Hall in Hickory,
NC. A beautiful arrangement of roses made by
Grace Moffett and Laura Felts decorated the table,
which was covered with luncheon treats.

Kate was presented with a lovely book in
which church members wrote notes. Kate, we will
miss you very much, but we trust that you will be
happy in your new home. Our love goes with you.

(By Martha Balsley)

Bob Lee Watt, Bill Sutton, & Kate followed by Dot
Ferneyhough at the reception

Kate has been the backbone of ECW bazaars
for many years. People who own one of her hand
knitted or crocheted items count themselves

Thank You from Kate’s Niece
(Sincerely, Cindy Hatley)

Dear Friends, I just wanted to thank you for
the grand Sunday you gave my Aunt, Kate Nelson.
She was so very please & has told everyone about
her “party.” Kate will miss all of you & her
church very much. I was wondering if there is
any way you could contact an Episcopal Church in
the Hickory area & see if they ever send visitors to
the Lutheran Home? She has been visited by a
group from a Baptist church & really enjoyed the
visit. I know she loves to have company. Please
publish her address & phone # in your newsletter;
she would love the mail. I hope you continue to
send her the newsletter. Thank for everything
your church has done for Aunt Kate Nelson &
Uncle Tank.
Kate Nelson, Lutheran Home, 1265 21st St.
NE, Hickory, NC 28601, (828) 267-3671

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Pancake Supper News
(By Don Gwarek)
Photos by Tom Ham, February 8, 2005

The Shrove Tuesday pancake supper was a
success. Men’s Club President Tommy Thorn
said he appreciates the contribution of the many
people who came to participate in the meal and
those whose work in the kitchen and dining area
made everything possible. Proceeds from the
dinner will be used to support maintenance
projects at St. Thomas’.

Bill Horsley & Joe Foster Greet visitors

Chuck Rhodes & Harvey Yarborough flip pancakes

Tommy Thorn & Jay Donecker serve a visitor

Don Gwarek sings & plays dinner melodies

On Easter Sunday, March 27, the Men’s Club
will host a breakfast in the Parish Hall. Everyone
is invited and best of all it’s free. So y’all come,
heah.!
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The Rev. Dr. Bill Hayes, backs of Phillip & Susan Dalton,
& others enjoy the supper!

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Thank You from
Reidsville Soup
Kitchen

Financial Report
January 2005

Stephanie Trent and The
Reidsville Soup Kitchen send thanks for our
February offerings of $101.50 that they received
in Mid-February.

YTD Income - $14,911.40
YTD Expenses - $ 9,730.88
Difference

Thank You from The

Reidsville Outreach Center

$ 5,180.52

Please note that these are actual figures -not all January bills made the 31st cut-off
date.
Since they were paid in early
February, they will be reflected in
February’s Financial Report figures in the
April newsletter.

Not neglecting to meet together,
…but encouraging one another,

Date Service

The Rev. Dr. William C. Hayes & The
Reidsville Outreach Center send thanks for our
canned goods offering in February.

Easter Lily Time
(By Suzanne Howard)

Now is the time to begin
thinking of your Easter Lily
dedications. The lilies this
year will cost $8.00. The
name of your loved ones
will be published in the 8.5 x
11 insert in our large Easter
Day bulletin. Please call the
church with your order or e-mail
office@stthomasreidsville.org no
Monday, March 21.

#

Special Notes

01/23

8:30
11:00

6
46

Ice Storm

01/30

8:30
11:00

3
20

Second Ice Storm

02/06

8:30
11:00

13
63

7:30
02/09 12:00
7:30

3
16
19

Imposition of Ashes
Imposition of Ashes & Healing
Imposition of Ashes& Healing

02/13

8:30
11:00

7
58

First Sunday in Lent

02/20

8:30
11:00

13

Happening #44 Team
Leads Service

..and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.
later

than

www.StThomasReidsville.org

(NRSV- Hebrews 10:25)
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Episcopal Day
School
Kindergarten Class Report

We look forward to a field trip to the Natural
Science center in March. We would also like to
say a big THANK YOU to the ECW for doing our
March Madness Crazy for Reading campaign
again.
With Love &
Lisa Walker

Dear Church Family,
We had a wonderful month of February. We
had a Valentine’s party that was packed with fun!
We were able to go to the circus, and enjoyed a
great show!

Thanks,

EDS Current Fund Raiser
(By Lori Thorn, Coordinator)

The Kindergarteners are reading at home each
night, and are reading a lot in class. They have
worked hard, and they are doing great!
We are telling time, and we have started
working with pennies and nickels.
We would like to thank the ECW and the
Men’s Club for their GENEROUS donations to
our playground fund. We are excited that after
their help, we have reached our initial goal of
$1,500.00 and will be able to pick out a slide and
put it on the playground.

We are selling the same beautiful 6-inch
geraniums as last year. They come in 5 colors:
red, light pink, violet (fuchsia), white, & light
salmon @ $5.00 each. Sale dates are March 24 April 13. Pick up is late morning on Wednesday,
April 20.
Thank you for supporting our school again this
year! ☺

Cori Anderson

$ 1, 5 0 0 . 0 0

PreSchool Class Report

$ 1, 2 5 0 . 0 0

$1,772.00
& counting.

$ 1, 0 0 0 . 0 0

Ultimate goal:
$5,000.00

Church Family,
February has really flown by for the preschool
class. We have worked with Letters M, N, O, and
P; and Numbers 8 and 9. Our color for the month
was red, of course.
We enjoyed lots of fun days during the month.
We had a picnic day and a pajama day. We
enjoyed a day focusing on Mexico in which we
painted our own maracas, ate tacos for snack, and
got to bat at a piñata.
We would like to thank Edie Stadler for filling
in for Mrs. Scott while she was out.
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$ 7 5 0 .0 0

$ 5 0 0 .0 0

$ 2 5 0 .0 0

$ 0 .0 0

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Men’s Club,
Thank you for showering us
with your kindness!
EDS
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF
• Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director John Bullock - 349-9232
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Director of Christian Ed. Polly Yeago 643-7708
jyeago@worldnet.att.net
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Margaretta Guinn-Rose
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Sexton - Cori Anderson 349-3541
eds@stthomasreidsville.org

LAY WORKERS
• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Youth Leaders Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Cheri Barrett 361-0793
Barrett8@mindspring.com
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@vnet.net

• Worship Chair Dot Reilly 634-1828
• Pastoral Care Chair Tommy Thorn 616-0800
• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com
• Webservant John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

• Episcopal Day School Administrator Keith Anderson 616-0398
anderson.keith@cleanharbors.com

WANTED!!!

Information – Stories – Pictures – Ideas!
Newsletter Deadline: 20th of each month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR call the church office @ 349-3511

