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From the Rector’s Desk
The Rev. William D. Oldland

E

ach month I am
aware that I write
this column usually
pertaining to some aspect of
our Christian life in the
context of the church year or
events around us. This month
I would like to share with you
some of the results of the
Vestry Retreat.

Parish Life and Worship will team together to
bring us a new option for Holy Week. In place of
a foot washing service on Maundy Thursday, we
will have a Seder. This traditional Jewish meal is
celebrated at the time of the Passover. The
Gospels place the Last Supper in the context of
this traditional meal. So, on Maundy Thursday
we will have this traditional festival meal in the
parish hall. After the meal, we will go to the
Sanctuary for the “Stripping of The Altar”.

In January, the Vestry and I met for the annual
retreat at the Penn Civic Center. We
had some time to learn a little bit about
each other, look ahead to the New
Year, make plans and do some
restructuring of the programs of the
church. We are very excited about the
plans, and I would like to share with
you some of the highlights.

Probably the biggest and most exciting change
is in the formation of a new
commission.
We have removed
Long-Range Planning from the
Vestry. Instead, we will have a
Communications Commission.
Communications and Membership
will be joined. The members of this
commission will be charged with
two tasks. First, they are to promote all of our
activities within our community. They are to use
the church newsletter for our members. They will
also be responsible for inviting newcomers and
informing the community of Reidsville about our
activities. Through this joint effort, we hope to
help our church grow by sharing with others the
good works we do and inviting others to join us.

Our Outreach program is working on making
a change in its calendar. They will still do the
Apple Pie Sale, the Thanksgiving Dinner, the
Christmas families and the Blessing of the
Animals. However, the animal blessing service
will be in the Spring after Easter instead of the
Fall.
Currently all of our major outreach
activities fall between the first week of October
and December 15.

Sr. Warden – Joanne Piazza ------------349-5827--------joanne_piazza@vfc.com
Jr. Warden – Tommy Thorn--------------616-0800--------espywiz@nuvox.net
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Finance - Paul Barrett ---------------------361-0793--------barrett8@mindspring.com
Open Vestry Meetings are every third Monday at 6:45 p.m.
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Finally, we are going to have a mission and
ministry fair at St. Thomas’. We are going to ask
every commission and every group at the church to
put together a display of the activities they do at St.
Thomas’ and in the community. The displays will
include everything from worship and outreach, to the
ECW and the Youth group, to the Day School and the
Boy Scouts. We will celebrate the ministries of our
people and share the good work we have done with
one another and our friends.
I am really excited about these changes at St.
Thomas’. For years, this church has been doing the
work of God in this community. Now, we are going
to share that good work with the community around
us. Furthermore, we are going to ask them to join us
in these efforts. We are in essence following the call
of our Savior to go and tell the story. I hope we will
all be involved in these wonderful opportunities to be
a part of the ministry of Jesus in this community.
Peace,

Report from

This year’s convention was held in Durham.
Delegates to the convention from St. Thomas’ were
Dr. Paul Barrett, John Bullock and The Rev. Bill
Oldland. The convention began on Thursday night
with worship followed by Bishop Curry’s address and
ended late Saturday morning.
Several topics of the convention were of great
interest.
They were the Windsor Report, the
disposition of The Summit, and the requirement for
confirmation to be required to vote in parish elections.
Discussions on these topics were well attended and
organized.
The Windsor Report discussion took place in
small groups on Friday afternoon. This report was
developed by a special commission created by the
Archbishop of Canterbury following the election of
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Gene Robinson as bishop (an openly gay priest in
New Hampshire), the announcement by the
Diocese of New Westminster for the development
of a rite of same sex blessing, and the response of
the some of the bishops of the Anglican
Communion. The report was designed to help us
find ways to begin the process of healing and
make recommendations to show us how we can
begin to live together in communion. It was not
designed to assess blame. The report did make
some specific recommendations and the
discussion at the convention concerned our
response to the report and its recommendations.
The convention voted on a resolution to receive
the report and begin to study it. The resolution
passed. As a result, St. Thomas’ will have an
opportunity this spring to review, study, and
discuss the report.
While the vote on studying The Windsor
Report was passed overwhelmingly, the vote on
The Summit was very close. The discussion in
committee concerning The Summit was held on
Thursday night. Many people came to this
meeting and emotions were very high. The
discussion on the floor prior to the vote was also
very passionate. When the time for the vote
arrived, the convention gave approval for the sale
of The Summit with 228 voting for the sale and
220 against.
Like the vote for The Summit, the vote
concerning confirmation as a prerequisite for the
right to vote in parish elections was also debated
on the floor with some passion. Since this is a
change in the canons, it will have to be voted on as
well at next year’s convention. The vote also has
to be taken by orders. First the laity vote, and then
the clergy. The laity vote was very close to
remove confirmation as necessary for voting. The
vote was 111 to 109. The clergy vote was 64 to
47. Next year, this resolution will have to be
voted on once again.
Many other resolutions were discussed and
passed, but most of them were housekeeping items
to make certain activities run smoothly. If you
would like to know more about the convention and
its activities, please feel free to contact John, Paul,
or Bill with your questions or concerns. They will
be happy to answer your questions. Ñ
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Special February Services

Happening Team Meeting
(By Bettie Benton Rhodes)

During the month of February, we have several
special services. On Ash Wednesday, we will
celebrate the Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes
at 12:00 noon and 7:30 pm. As we are aware this day
is the beginning of the Lenten season. For the next
forty days, we will be asked to observe some of the
various traditions of Lent. (see Lent article by Chuck
Rhodes for details)
Also, during this month we will have a special
youth service. The Happening team for this spring
will be meeting for the entire weekend of the 20th in
St. Thomas. On Sunday, they will be involved in
planning and leading us in most of our service at
11:00. This service will be something special and we
hope everyone will make an effort to attend. (see
article by Bettie Rhodes)

Annual Lenten Dinners
(By Chuck Rhodes)
The annual Lenten Dinners will begin on February
16 and continue each Wednesday through March
16. Meditation & Silence begins at 5:30 P.M. in the
Sanctuary, followed by Evening Prayer at 5:50.
Dinner is served in the Parish House at 6:00. The
program will start at 6:45, followed by Compline at
7:15, both taking place in the Parish House.
Chuck Rhodes will present a series of programs on
"Listening" for the first three Wednesday nights.
Listening Skills and Sacred Listening are program
topics. The Rev. Bill Oldland will present the last two
Lenten programs on the Seder Meal.
Make your plans to attend this year's Lenten
Dinners, a wonderful St. Thomas’ tradition.
5:30 PM - Meditation & Silence
5:50 PM - Order of the Evening
6:00 PM - Dinner
6:45 PM - Program
7:15 PM - Compline

Please note on your
calendars the weekend of
February 18-20 will be a
weekend Happening Team
Meeting.
Around 40
youth and 10 adults from
all over our diocese will
arrive Friday night at 6:00, meet throughout the
weekend, and finish up before Sunday School
begins. They will "camp out" inside the church,
take showers at the YMCA, and have their meals
provided by various members of St. Thomas’. If
you are interested helping prepare or buy food,
please contact Bettie Benton Rhodes at 342-4897
or brhodes3@triad.rr.com
The Happening Team will be using the entire
church facility as they work on community
building, attend training sessions, have worship
services, practice talks, and sing. Please be aware,
that in keeping with National Happening
guidelines, team meetings and Happening
weekends are "cloistered" events, meaning it is a
time away from the world.
Other than the Altar Committee coming in on
Saturday morning and 8:30 Early Service on
Sunday, parish members are asked to respect the
retreat aspect of the Happening Team Meeting by
not using the church facility between Friday night
at 6:00 and Sunday morning at 10:00 (This
weekend has been reserved on the church
calendar since November 20).
In appreciation of the generosity of St.
Thomas’ in providing a meeting place and in
celebration of the ministry of Happening, the team
will offer a Youth Service that Sunday morning,
February 20, at 11:00.
Everyone is invited to participate in a little
taste of Happening! St. Thomas lay readers,
chalice bearers, and even the choir has the day off
for the 11:00 service. "Happeners" will lead the
congregation in a very special service of Holy
Eucharist----don't miss this one!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Food for Lenten Dinners

Youth Quest Resumes

(By Anne Montaigne)

(Youth Bible Study)

The Lenten dinners will begin on
Wednesday February 16. They will
continue for the next four Wednesday
nights. We need members to
provide food for the dinners. You
might want to form a group to help
with the preparation. I always
purchase the tea and we have the
needed paper products in the parish house. Please
consider helping out with a Wednesday night
meal. The dates are: 2/16, 2/23, 3/2, 3/9, 3/16.
Contact Anne Montaigne if you can provide food:
349-9441 or amontainge@yahoo.com.

The
Wednesday
night
meetings of the youth group
have resumed. All youth in
Grades 6 through 12 are
invited to attend.
The
meetings are from 7:00 to
8:00 on Wednesday
nights at William’s
and
Daniel’s.
Remember that your friends are always welcomed.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper

Youth Plans & Activities

(By The Men’s Club)

(Episcopal Youth Community)

Feb 5&6 - Wings Sale - We will need to meet at St.
Thomas to prepare the wings for cooking on the 6th.
Everyone should come by right after school on the 4th.
Cooking on Sunday will begin after the 11:00 service.
All youth should plan to attend these events. We will
all gather to watch the super bowl that night after the
wings have been completed.
Feb 13 - We will gather at 5:00 and go to visit the
Nursing Home. This time we will have a fully
prepared meal and some Valentine decorations. We
hope to play some games and do some singing with
the residents.
Feb 20 - We will participate in a service by youth at
11:00 with the Happening youth serving on team this
spring. We will be working out some of the details
with Bettie Benton and the Happening team. After the
service, we will visit with the Happeners and then go
to lunch.
Feb 27 - We will gather at the church for a discussion
night. The topic is “Events in the World and How
They Relate to Us.” We will explore the many
different events that are going on in the world today
and discuss how we believe we as Christians should
respond.
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This is a reminder to
everyone that the Men of
St. Thomas will host the
Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper
on
Tuesday,
February 8, 2005. We will
serve from 5:30 pm until
7:00 pm. Tickets will be $5 per person (for all
you can eat). An entire family will be charged no
more than $15. Proceeds will go to assist in
maintenance projects at St. Thomas. Please bring
your friends and a good appetite. We look
forward to seeing you.

Win a $25 Gift Certificate!
(By Anne Montaigne)

You could be the contest winner!! We need
a new catchy name for our adult dinners.
Get your creative juices flowing and come up with
the perfect name. The contest deadline will be
3/1/05. The lucky winner will receive a $25 gift
certificate to the restaurant of their choice. Turn
in your entry by email to Anne Montaigne,
amontaigne@yahoo.com or by mailing it in the
church office.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

ECW December Meeting Has a
Surprise Guest!
(By Martha Balsley)

ECW members did
not know what to
expect
as
they
gathered for the
annual
December
12, 2004, General
Meeting.
First,
twenty
members
enjoyed a luncheon
catered by Caterfest,
while seated at
tables decorated for
the holiday. Then in
strolled well-known
“social columnist”
Dorinda Sue Dowdy (aka Vada Satterfield), tastefully
(?) dressed for the occasion in a shocking pink dress,
complementary hat, and well-worn mink stole.
She proceeded to enlighten the attendees with
anecdotes about various women in the church. For
instance, we learned that Dot Ferneyhough once
baptized a skunk! And did you know that ECW past
president Jeanne Horsley once made husband Bill stop
en route to a wedding in Durham and buy himself a
new suit because the one he had brought to wear was
not the appropriate color? Also, we learned Mary
Ham had an
interesting
experience
when
she
knocked on
a door to
awaken
a
candidate at
Cursillo in
November.
To
left to right - Susan Dalton, Dorinda Sue
protect the
Dowdy, & Martha Balsley
“innocent,”
no more tidbits from Dorinda Sue’s column will be
released to the public. (Keep it under your hats,
ladies.) Needless to say, members had a good laugh

as Dorinda Sue brought some very interesting
information to light.
The women actually did get down to a business
meeting after the fun. Many thanks to Tom Ham
for taking pictures. (He has been sworn to secrecy.)
P.S. Ask Freda Watt if she is now living “a
perfectly normal life.”
left to right

Donna Van Ness,
Dorinda Sue Dowdy, &
Patricia Bobbitt

ECW ‘s Shining Light!
(By Marian Safriet)

In support of the
missions goals of the
Episcopal Church Women
of the Diocese of North
Carolina, St. Thomas’ ECW
group
is
asking
for
everyone’s help in collecting
Campbell’s soup labels, the
fronts of used Christmas &
Greeting Cards (no writing),
and used postage stamps (domestic & foreign)
from letters. The only requirement is that in
removing stamps from letters or packages, please
leave a quarter inch (or larger) border around the
stamp for better handling. The soup labels, card
fronts & stamps will be collected at St. Thomas’
and then forwarded on for the benefit of
Thompson Children’s Home, St. Vincent’s
School, and the Episcopal Church Home.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Christian Education Presents
”Twinkle”
(By Polly Yeago)

The youth of our church performed "Twinkle" on December 19, 2004.
Photo by
Tom Ham
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"Twinkle" is the star of Bethlehem. She guides Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the
Wise Men to Bethlehem.



Twinkle was played by Rachel, Joseph was played by Daniel, Mary was played by
Helen.



The three wise men were Sam, Adam, and Dillon. Riley was the angel and Daniel
Oldland played the part of the angel Michael. The part of the shepherd was played by
McKinley.



Lauren and Ben did a great job as the narrators. Other members of the youth group
were supporting celestial stars.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Welcome Baby Barrett!
(By Ellen Oldland)

offer medical, dental, and pharmaceutical care to
our community brothers and sisters. Since health
and well being create the foundation for all human
endeavors, be assured that your gift holds life
changing implications for those less fortunate who
are employed and uninsured.
Again, it is with heartfelt appreciation that our
staff and patients receive your contribution. Your
support will enhance the quality of life for our
community neighbors. May you be inspired by
the words of young heroine, Anne Frank: “How
wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single
moment before starting to improve the world.”

What

- A baby shower for Dr. & Mrs. Paul Barrett

When

- Sunday March 6, 2005

With heart and hands together,

Where - The Pipkin Parlor at St. Thomas’
Paul and Cheri
Barrett are adopting a
baby who will be due
the first week of
February 2005 in
Oklahoma. Our EYC
group is going to
sponsor this baby
shower
for
the
Barretts when they
return home. Paul &
Cheri are so excited. It’s a Boy!

Thank You from

Leslie A. Deaton, Executive Director

Thank You from
Reidsville Soup
Kitchen

The Reidsville Soup Kitchen sends thanks for
our combined November & December offerings of
$433.35 that they received in December & early
January.

Thank You from The

Reidsville Outreach Center
December 17, 2004
Dear St. Thomas Episcopal Church Friends,
With deepest gratitude, The Free Clinic acknowledges
your generous donation of $231.51 to our worthy
non-profit organization. It is because of you and
others like you that The Clinic will maintain a
stronghold in the Reidsville vicinity as it continues to

The Rev. Dr. William C. Hayes & The
Reidsville Outreach Center send thanks for our
offering of $731.50 (including a $500.00 gift
individual from an individual member).

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Endowment Fund
(By the Endowment Committee)

The Endowment Committee is pleased to
announce that the Fund has now reached the sum of
$38,949.36.
All this has occurred because of
memorials, donations and gifts from the many
members of the church and interested friends of the
church. The latest donation is from the Trotters.
Therefore the committee would like to extend to Scott
and Jimmy Trotter our grateful gratitude for their
generosity.
Thank You Scott and Jimmy !!!

= Ten Years of David’s Musical genius! =

Thank You
( From The Cummings)

We would like to thank all of you for the love and
support you have given Mary over the last several
months. She appreciated so much the flowers, food,
visits, cards, and – most of all – your prayers. She
really enjoyed the EYC’s visit to the Turner Family
Living Home and the delicious meal they prepared
and served. Thanks so much!
Please continue to keep our family in your
prayers. God Bless each of you.

= We all pray for God’s Best for David! =

The Cummings,

David’s Ministry Celebration!
(Photos by Tom Ham – January 9, 2005)

= ‘Til we meet again! =
8
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Lex Matthews Scholarship

Financial Report

(By Susan Dalton)

2004

Income 2004 - $169,928.55
Expenses 2004 - $169,928.55
Difference

$

0.00

Where 2 or 3 are gathered
together in my name…

Date Service Attendance
11/28
8:30
18
11:00
51
12/05
8:30
12
11:00
75
12/12
8:30
14
11:00
74
12/19
8:30
19
11:00
121
12/24
5:00
31
11:00
186
12/26
8:30
5
11:00
27
01/02
8:30
8
11:00
45
01/06
7:00
17
01/09

8:30
11:00
8:30
11:00
8:30
11:00

01/16
Snow & Ice,
16° F

01/23

There I am in the midst.

19
82
15
56
6
46

The Lex Matthews Scholarship was
established to provide educational opportunities
for women who have been in the work force or
who need to upgrade their skills or education to
advance their career opportunities. The applicant
must be a woman 23 years of age or older, a
resident within the boundaries of the Diocese of
North Carolina, not a seminarian, and must
demonstrate a need & chosen field of study.
Three areas are:
1. Specialized training in vocational or
technical skills
2. A degree or certification below the
masters or doctorate level
3. Continuing education courses for
upgrading job skills
Scholarships may be applied toward tuition,
books & supplies, transportation, and even baby/
parent sitting.
Applications must be postmarked no later than
March 15. Applications and brochures are
available at the church office or
1. visit: www.ecw-nc.org
2. email: lexmatthews@ecw-nc.org
3. write:
Lex Matthews Scholarship Fund
Attn: Velma Bradshaw, Chairwoman
905 St. Andrew Street
Tarboro, NC 27886
If you would like to give to the Scholarship,
see the office for a designation form and mail to:
Jeanne Kutrow
ECW Treasurer
1305 Kingscross Drive
Charlotte, NC 28211

(Matthew 18:20)

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Episcopal Day
School
Pre-School Class Report
Our preschool class has been very busy during
the month of January. We have worked with
Letters I, J, K, and L; and with Numbers 6 and 7.
Our color for the month was black. We would
like to say a big THANK YOU to Mrs. Romalita
Harrison for the tribute she shares with us for Dr.
Martin Luther King. Everyone had a great time.
We look forward to Valentines Day in
February and to our trip to the Ringling Brothers
and Barnum & Bailey Circus. Thank you all so
much for all of the many things you do for our
school.

- With Love Lisa Walker
Preschool Teacher

Cheryl Scott
Preschool Assistant

All EDS Students:
Carter Anderson, Claudia Benfield, Adam
Boswell, Katherine Bradford, Connolly Gick,
Mary Beth Hardy, Jillian Harrison, Noah
Johnson, Sara Leasure, Jackson Mackey, Jamar
Rose, Ben Skrobola, Alex Stadler, Helen Thorn,
Sam Thorn, Curt Walker, Haley Walker

Register Your Child Today!

Episcopal Day School adheres to the public
school-age policy of an October 16 cut-off date –
with no exception. In order for a child to be
enrolled in preschool he/she must be at least 3, and
a child enrolling in kindergarten must be 5 – both
by October 16.
Applications are available in the church office.

EDS
Alumni Scholars
(By Margaretta Guinn-Rose)
Congratulations are in order
for Hayden Andrew Anderson
(son of Keith Anderson EDS
Administrator & Cori Anderson
EDS Teacher) and for James
Solomon Rose, IV (son of
Margaretta
Guinn-Rose)
on
earning and maintaining all A’s
at Community Baptist School for
the 1st & 2nd nine weeks of
school. Hayden and James are
both graduates of our own
Episcopal Day School, where
they both mastered phonics,
math, and other educational foundations. They
also eagerly participated in the ECW Readiness
for Reading program and Chapel with Father Bill.
We are proud of Hayden and James, and we salute
our Day School teachers and St. Thomas’ for
supporting our school!

(By Keith Anderson)
The application period for registering preschoolers and kindergarteners for the 2005 – 2006
school year has begun. From January 1, 2005
until April 20, 2005, applications are accepted in
this order:
1. St. Thomas’ Parishioners
2. Students already in the program
3. Siblings of students who are or have been
in the program
4. All others as space permits

Hayden and James also hold
the Gold & Silver medals
(respectively) in their school’s
annual Olympic Fun Run, and
Hayden is the Homecoming
King for 1st Grade!
We are currently attempting to contact parents
of other EDS graduates to give you further updates
on the students who have learned life-changing
(and prayerfully, world-changing) values at St.
Thomas’ Episcopal Day School!

Episcopal Day School
Current Fund Raiser
“PARENTS NIGHT OUT”
CHILD CARE FOR YOUR KIDS AGES 0 - 10 YRS.

We need $1,500 to get started. Shading
indicates where we are.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 6:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.
St. Thomas Episcopal Church Parish Hall
315 Lindsey Street, Reidsville

$ 1, 5 0 0 . 0 0

$20 FOR 1 CHILD
$35 FOR 2 or 3 CHILDREN IN A FAMILY
$40 FOR 4 CHILDREN (ADD $5 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL CHILD)

$ 1, 2 5 0 . 0 0

$ 1, 0 0 0 . 0 0

Plenty of adult supervision will be provided and the children will have
fun playing with other children, toys, enjoying popcorn and drinks and
watching movies! Adult supervisors include Episcopal Day School Board
members and mothers and fathers of current Day School children.

$ 7 5 0 .0 0

$ 5 0 0 .0 0

$837

Tickets may be purchased from EDS parents
or by calling 349-3511.

$ 2 5 0 .0 0

Parents Night Out is a fund-raiser for
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Day School.
All proceeds will be used towards
new playground equipment for the school.

$ 0 .0 0

We need $5,000 to complete the entire
project. Shading indicates where we are.
$ 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0
$ 4 ,5 0 0 .0 0
$ 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0
$ 3 ,5 0 0 .0 0
$ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0
$ 2 ,5 0 0 .0 0
$ 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0
$ 1, 5 0 0 . 0 0

Illustration hand-drawn by Lori Thorn

$ 1, 0 0 0 . 0 0
$ 5 0 0 .0 0

$837

$ 0 .0 0

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF
• Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director John Bullock - 349-9232
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Director of Christian Ed. Polly Yeago 643-7708
jyeago@worldnet.att.net
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Margaretta Guinn-Rose
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Sexton Cori Anderson 349-3541
eds@stthomasreidsville.org

WANTED!!!

LAY WORKERS
• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Youth Leaders Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Cheri Barrett 361-0793
Barrett8@mindspring.com

• Worship Chair Dot Reilly 634-1828

Danny Hall 286-0633/301-3700
eycdanny@yahoo.com

• Pastoral Care Chair Melinda Rice 349-3630

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@vnet.net

• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Information – Stories – Pictures – Ideas!
Newsletter Deadline: 20th of each month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR call the church office @ 349-3511

