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From the Rector’s Desk
The Rev. William D. Oldland

S

ometimes time seems
to fly past at an
alarmingly fast rate.
The world in which
we live is amazing. However,
sometimes things just catch us
off guard and remind us of
something
larger
than
ourselves. For example, I was
driving down Main Street and
I saw a tree with leaves of three different colors.
The colors were green at the top, reddish-brown in
the middle and brilliant yellow at the bottom.
For a moment, my itinerary for the day
went out the window. I was lost in the
wonder of the season. I found myself
lost in the beauty of the colors. I found
myself thinking of the one who created
color for our enjoyment. In that brief
moment, I uttered a very short prayer
of thanksgiving.
How appropriate that the colors should
call me to a moment of thanksgiving.
Here we are approaching the month celebrating the
fall harvest. In the blink of an eye, our families will
gather to celebrate with good food and drink. We
will celebrate the wonder of our lives. We will
share stories and laugh, and maybe even cry a little.
Finally, we will offer thanks to God for all the gifts
he has given us.

Vestry

This year I would like to offer one opportunity to
help make Thanksgiving even more special. On the
Sabbath in the Hebrew Tradition, the husband offers a
prayer for his wife before the evening meal.
Similarly, the wife offers a prayer for her husband.
The prayer is one of thankfulness to God for the
presence of the other in their lives. I would like to
offer the suggestion that as we gather with families,
friends, or significant others, we might try something
similar. We might begin with lighting a few candles-perhaps one for every person present. A scripture
reading would be appropriate. We might read Psalm
136, which is a liturgy of praise to God. We might
read Matthew 5--better known as The
Beatitudes.
Perhaps we might find
something else that is meaningful to us.
After the reading, each person would pray
for someone else in the room.
Finally, we thank God for the food
we are about to receive. I cannot say it
will change our lives and become a
permanent part of our tradition.
Nevertheless, for this year, we might
find ourselves thinking about the wonderful gifts God
has given us and for an extended moment thanking
the One who made us, who loves us and who sustains
us.

Happy Thanksgiving!!
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Peace,

In Loving Memory:

Richard Allen
(Brother of
Mrs. Gerald Montaigne III)

Praise God

From Whom All

Blessings Flow
By Laura Felts

On Sunday, October
24, Layman John Bullock
spoke to us about our role as good stewards of
God’s bounty. He shared his research on the
Scripture from Sirach that he had been given as a
theme for his talk. The Scripture was from Chapter
35:12 “Give to the Most High as he has given to
you, and as generously as you can afford.” John
said that he learned that Sirach was from the work
known as Ecclesiasticus, or the Wisdom of Ben
Sira, or simply Sirach (the Greek spelling of Sira).
Ecclesiasticus suggests its use as a “church book” in
the early Christian community.
John also shared his research on our Doxology
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
and the timeliness of these words for the theme of
our Stewardship Campaign.
Then John passed out cards for all Parishioners
to take home and read and reread as we prepare to
complete our pledge cards. The card reads:
“O Giver of Life, behind this offering lies
the busy world of our working: the office,
the production line, the home, the classroom,
the laboratory. Save us from creating a
world where wealth accumulates and people
decay. Accept this offering and our lives,
limited as they may be, as willing instruments
for good in your world. Amen”
Our Lay Speakers have done a wonderful
ministry in sharing their thoughts about the meaning
of Praising God, Thanking God, and Remembering
God as we cheerfully give to fulfill our role in the
community by sharing the love of Christ.
We look forward to having all the pledge
cards in by All Saints Sunday, November 7, 2004,
at which time we place them on the altar. Already 7
pledge cards have been returned for a total of
$15,222.00.
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Special November Services
November 01 - All Saints, Day - We will
celebrate All Saints’ day with Zion Baptist
Church. This year’s service will be at Zion
Baptist at 7:00 pm. The combined choirs are
practicing some wonderful music for the
celebration. Bill Oldland will be preaching and
Patrick Cheston will be the Officiant.
November 21 - Parish Annual Meeting. On this
day there will be one service at 10:00 am. This
meeting is very important for the election of the
Vestry, the reports of the commissions, and the
sharing of The Vision for the future. Please
make very effort to attend this service and
meeting.
November 25 - A service of Thanksgiving will
be held at 10:00 am on Thanksgiving Day. The
service will take place in the sanctuary. Since
we will begin serving the community
Thanksgiving Dinner at 11:00 am, the service
will be Holy Eucharist Rite II with minimal
music. A collection will be taken at the service
and this loose offering will go to Thompson
Children’s Home.

Adult Education Opportunities
Our Sunday Adult Class is having a great
time with Girzone’s book, The Parables of
Joshua. We are having wonderful discussions
including the meaning of the parable, where we
see the parable in scripture, and how the parable
relates to our lives today. Each week we study a
new parable from the text, so everyone is
invited to attend. Classes begin at 10:00 am on
Sundays.
We also are studying the book of
Revelation. These classes are on Mondays at 12
Noon. We are currently in Chapter 2. This
course is stretching us because we are learning
how to live in the world of metaphor. No
special understanding of this book is necessary.
All you need to bring is a Bible, an open heart,
and an open mind.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Episcopal Youth Community
(EYC)
End-of-Year Schedule
By Danny Hall

NOVEMBER
7th

Planning for spring semester and making
care packages for former EYC members
currently in college.

14th Attend multi-church social with other
Episcopal youth groups at St. Francis
Episcopal Church in Greensboro.
20th Paintball.
th
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Endowment Fund News
By the Endowment Committee

Just a reminder that a gift to the Endowment
Fund is the gift that keeps on giving. The
interest from this fund is dispersed to the church
yearly, and there are specific guidelines for this
distribution. Please remember this fund when
you make a gift in honor or memory of someone
special.
Recent Contributions:

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Felts
In Memory of: Willie Adkins, Alan
Campbell, Maggie Cooke, Frank Lane.
Hon. & Mrs. Peter McHugh

Help with the community meal at St.
Thomas’.

28th Thanksgiving - No EYC.

In Memory of: Willie Adkins, Frank Lane,
William Shaw.
Mrs. James H. Van Ness, IV

DECEMBER
5th

th
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Making Christmas stockings for
parishioners and/or adopt-a-family for
Christmas.
Planetarium visit for Christmas program
and Ice Cream Social afterward.

In Memory of: Willie Adkins, Alan
Campbell, Maggie Cooke, Frank Lane.

If you have any questions, the Endowment
Committee members are Anne Donecker,
Laura Felts, Star McHugh, Bill Sutton, &
Steve Worth.

19th Christmas program - EVERYONE MUST
ATTEND!
26th Christmas weekend - No EYC.

Adult Dinner
By Anne Montaigne, Parish Life

Weekly Youth Bible Study:
We are continuing our Wednesday night
Bible study from 7:00 - 8:00 PM at Gail
Ferguson's house. Every week, we discuss a
new topic. It is not a continuing study week
to week, so please feel free to join us at
anytime.

Please plan to attend our next adult dinner to
be held at the Clark & Susan
Turner’s Home on Saturday,
November 20, at 6:30 p.m.
Please bring a covered
dish and join us for an
evening of fun.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

The Turners live at 705
South Main Street. See you
there.
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Our Excellent Sunday
School Enrollment!

Fr o m

ECW

By Polly Yeago

By Betty Melchert and Dot Reilly
We would like to extend our appreciation to
all the committee chairmen and committee
members for making the Fall Flea annual
fundraising event a tremendous success. We do
appreciate all your hard work. Again thank you
for all your donations -- from flea market items
to food served & sold on the baked goods table - and for helping on the day of the bazaar.
Thanks for your continued support.
Sunday School numbers are growing!
Photo by: Steve Worth

Pictured above is our Primary Grade Class (2year-olds through kindergarten). They are learning
all about The Creation.
(See Page 2 for the Adult Class; Page 3 for Youth
“Sunday School”)

Goodies, Goodies, Goodies
Needed!

By Anne Donecker
There will be a box in the
Narthex for the month of
November to collect goodies
for our parishioners in college
& The Military, and for other
very special church members.
We will be mailing care
packages in early December.
This is a great opportunity to let
them know that we are thinking of them. Please
contact Anne Donecker with questions (342-5093).

(left to right -- Priscilla Foster, Mavis Simon,
Dot Reilly, Betty Melchert, Dottie Worth)

More ECW News
By Martha Balsley, President
By the time you read this, the ECW will
have had a very successful bazaar. We will all
be saying that it was the BEST ONE YET!
Many thanks to Chairmen Dot Reilly and Betty
Melchert, and to all the other women who
worked so hard on the bazaar.
-continued on next page
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The next Executive Board Meeting is November
30 in the Vestry Room at 7:00 P.M. The General
Meeting is Sunday, December
12. ALL WOMEN OF ST.
THOMAS' ARE INVITED TO
ATTEND! This promises to
be a VERY INTERESTING
General Meeting. More details
coming. Ladies, send your
family home after church and
plan to stay for the General
Meeting. You'll be glad you
did!

Where 2 or 3 are gathered
together in my name…
Date
9/26

Service Attendance
8:30
17
11:00
71

10/03

8:30
11:00

12
69

10/10

8:30
11:00

17
59

10/17

8:30
11:00

08
73

Thank You from Reidsville
Soup Kitchen

The Reidsville Soup Kitchen
sends thanks for our $102.25
September Loose Offering that
they received in early October.

Thank You from

Reidsville Outreach Center
The Rev. Dr. William C. Hayes and The
Reidsville Outreach Center send great
appreciation for our September Macaroni &
Cheese offering!

Our Members’
Generosity!

There I am in the midst.
(Matthew 18:20)

Financial Report
Year to Date - September 2004

Pledges YTD - $97,356.50
Budget YTD - $104,376.33
Difference

($7,019.83)

Phillip & Susan Dalton
(from Church Directory by Olan Mills)

In October, Phillip Dalton and Electric Systems
Inc. donated $5,000.00 to The Reidsville Outreach
Center. Thank you, Phillip, from The Reidsville
Outreach Center and from your Church Family.
You made us proud!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Episcopal Day School
All Photos by Episcopal Day School

Sara & Connelly feeding & petting
the cow at Rocky Branch Farm.

Helen & Adam at Rocky Branch Farm.

Jamar, Curt, & Alex making pudding
Carter & Haley playing at
Rocky Branch Farm.
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Episcopal
Day
School
October Class Reports

Pre-School
The preschool class has had a
very busy October. We have
been working with Letters C,
D, E, and F. The color for
October is Orange – of course!
We have been working with
Numbers 4 and 5.
We went on 2 field trips. The first was
to a pumpkin farm (see previous page), and the
second was to watch The Jungle Book Play at
the Caswell County Civic Center.

Kindergarten
Dear Church Family,
Things are going
very good!
We are
busy
learning
our
letters. We went to the
Fire Department and
learned
about
Fire
Safety. For “G” week,
our
Kindergarteners’
Grandparents came for
a big breakfast, and then they played games
with their grandchildren.
We had a Halloween Party on Thursday,
October 28, then we and went “trick-ortreating” to some local businesses.
Soon, we will be starting practice for our
Thanksgiving program that will be on December
3. This year the theme is “Indians & Pilgrims
and Being Thankful for All The Lord has
Given Us.”
Cori Anderson
5-Year-Old Kindergarten

We have been learning all about leaves and
pumpkins.
We joined in with the Kindergarteners for
the October 28 Halloween party and trick-ortreating. Thanks for all of your help and support
– as always! ☺
Lisa Walker & Cheryl Scott
3-& 4-Year-Old Preschool

5 Beautiful One-Liners!
Contributed by Dot Ferneyhough
(from anonymous e-mail)

1. Give God what’s right – not what’s left.
2. Man’s way leads to a hopeless end – God’s
way leads to an endless hope.
3. A lot of kneeling will help keep you in good
standing.
4. He who kneels before God can stand before
anyone.
5. In the sentence of life, the devil may be a
comma – but never let him be the period!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF
• Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director David Zoernig 273-4543
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Director of Christian Ed. Polly Yeago 643-7708
jyeago@worldnet.att.net
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Margaretta Guinn-Rose
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Sexton Cori Anderson 349-3541
eds@stthomasreidsville.org

WANTED!!!

LAY WORKERS
• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Youth Leaders Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Cheri Barrett 361-0793
Barrett8@mindspring.com

• Worship Chair Dot Reilly 634-1828

Danny Hall 286-0633/301-3700
eycdanny@yahoo.com

• Pastoral Care Chair Melinda Rice 349-3630

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@vnet.net

• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Information – Stories – Pictures – Ideas!
Newsletter Deadline: 20th of each month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR call the church office @ 349-3511

