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From the Rector’s Desk
The Rev. William D. Oldland

E

ach year the fall is
busy with school, fall
sports, church events,
stewardship drives,
and a host of other
activities. Sometimes we
get so busy that we don’t
know whether we are
moving
forward
or
backward. In those times,
God gets lost in the
business. God gets lost not because God has
moved, but because we get so busy we forget to
look for God. It is the old saying, “If you think
you are alone and can’t find God, who moved.”
There is no denying our cultural focus on
speed and activity. Everything around us is built
on doing things better and faster. Our restaurants
are called fast food. We are now up to Pentium 4
processors in our computers to increase our speed.
The best example of all is the latest internet
service called Roadrunner. Speed is the operative
word today.
Speed is so important to us that we even want
fast fixes to our problems. We expect fast
solutions to terrorism, the economy, gas prices,
milk prices, health care, and a host of other issues.

We seem to forget it took years to get into
these issues and it will take years for resolution.
Quick fixes usually don’t work and definitely
don’t last. Yet, we rush around looking for the
answers to the problems getting more frustrated as
we move faster spinning our wheels. Eventually,
we hear the cry, “God, where are you?”
God has not moved. We have. We have just
moved faster and faster forgetting that God is
near. Perhaps we can take a moment from our
busy schedules and reflect on these words from
Psalm 46.
1) God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble. 2) Therefore, we will not fear,
though the earth be moved, and though the
mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
3) Though its waters rage and foam, and though
the mountains tremble at its tumult. 4) The Lord
God of Jacob is our stronghold. 9) Come now
and look upon the works of the Lord, what
awesome things he has done on earth. 10) It is
he who makes war to cease in all the world; he
breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns
the shield with fire. 11) Be still, then, and know
that I am God; I will be exalted among the
nations; I will be exalted in the earth. 12) The
Lord God of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our stronghold.
(continued on Page 2)
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I pray these words might, just might, help us to
slow down for just a minute in our hectic schedules
and look for the presence of God. God is near to us,
nearer than we can possibly imagine. We can see
God in the smiles on children’s faces. We can see
God in the changing of the colors in the trees. We
can even pause for a moment and possibly hear the
still small voice of God calling to us, beckoning us
to be quiet and feel God’s presence, the incredible
love of God, surround us. For God is always
present and we are always the ones who move
away. It requires being still to hear, see, and feel
the presence of God. Be still then and know that
God is near.

few of the rich blessings God has bestowed on
our Parish. I am sure you can count many,
many more.
In a few days you will be receiving your
pledge card. Before you fill it out, take time to
count your blessings. Take time to think about
St. Thomas’ and the importance of our Parish.
Think about the difference we make in this
community.
Be a part of continuing the
example set by those who paved the way. They
began to establish our heritage because they did
“Praise God”!
Let us never forget the
importance of saying “Thank You”.

Peace,

Praise God
From Whom All Blessings Flow

Adult Christian Education

Stewardship – By Laura Felts
Some time ago, Hutch and Susan were on their
way into St. Thomas’ on Sunday morning. Hutch
was about four years old. He asked, “Mama is God
going to be here this morning?” Susan explained
that God would be at Church and continued by
saying that God was with us everywhere. Hutch
said, “But I want to see His face!”
How often we want assurance of God’s
presence. How often we question that presence
when we are in the midst of life’s challenges. How
often we fail to see the beauty of God’s face all
around us. How often we fail to count the blessings
bestowed on us by God. More often than we would
like to admit. Many times, we are like four-yearold Hutch.
As we take time to “Praise God From Whom
All Blessings Flow” let’s think together about the
blessings received at St. Thomas’ this year. Hazel
Post is walking without pain. Jennifer Allen is
back and was Confirmed. Danny Hall is leading
our youth.
Mrs. Giles celebrated her 100th
Birthday. William Oldland and Clair Fraser are
excelling in sports. Ben Shepherd returned home.
The Outreach Center has a new site. Martha and
Tom Balsley have a granddaughter and Bob Lee
and Freda have a grandson. These are just a small
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Adult Christian education currently offers
two opportunities for spiritual growth. On
Sunday mornings we are studying from a book
entitled The Parables of Joshua by Joseph
Girzone. We are relating these parables to the
biblical parables. In addition, these parables
open a new window to viewing the issues of the
world, the church and our lives today in a fresh
and interesting venue. The class is open to all
and can be entered on any given Sunday for
each week we read a new parable. Please join
the class on Sundays at 10:00 am.
The other opportunity for growth takes place
on Mondays at 12:00 noon. This class is
studying the Book of Revelation. We are
attempting to discover how to read and
understand apocalyptic literature and imagery.
This class lasts one hour and everyone is invited
to bring a lunch if they so desire.

Youth “Bible Study”
By Danny Hall
The youth met on Wednesday Sept 15th for
our first Bible Study. We had a really good
turnout and defined our ground rules for the
group and determined our approach for the next
4 weeks.
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We will continue to meet on Wednesday
evenings at the home of Gayle Ferguson at 7:00
PM. We will be discussing how we experience God
in the real world and what a Christian’s reaction
should be to events that we face. Any youth, grades
6 thru 12, are welcome to attend.
The youth also had our first lock-in of the year.
It was a great success. We had a total of 22 youth
(15 from St Thomas and 7 from Church of the
Epiphany in Eden). The groups are continuing to
build relationships with Epiphany and both groups
are continuing to grow.
Thanks to Gayle
Ferguson, Cheri Barrett, Tom Ham, and Rev
Bob Cook for helping out with the event.

St. Thomas’ 2004 ECW
Fall Flea and Luncheon
By Betty Melchert and Dot Reilly

The fall season is quickly approaching which
means that St. Thomas’ Fall Flea and Luncheon on
October 29 will soon be here. Flea market hours
are from 10 AM until 3 PM. Lunch is
served from 11 AM until 2 PM. Our
committees have been working hard to
make this year’s bazaar a success.
Raffle and luncheon tickets are being
distributed. Each member of the ECW
will receive luncheon and raffle tickets
to sell. If you need additional tickets,
contact Laura Felts, Grace Moffitt,
Betty Melchert, or Dot Reilly. Raffle tickets are
$1.00 and luncheon tickets again will be only $5.00
for adults and $2.50 for children. You may give
your ticket money to either Marian Safriet, Betty
Melchert or Dot Reilly or turn it in on the day of
the bazaar.
This year we have been given a very special
prize to raffle. Suzanne Howard and Parker
Graham have donated Tymesia Forbes’ entire
collection of the Department 56 Heritage Village
Collection of the New England Village Series. This
collection includes 11 retired pieces and numerous
extra pieces. We have divided this collection into
three groups. This year our first prize will include
three retired pieces: The Weston Train Station,

McGrebe Cutters & Sleighs and the Shingle
Creek House plus the Skating Party Set, Over
the River and through the Woods, assorted trees,
and mirror. These pieces are valued at $483!
The second prize is a “Dinner for 6” delivered
Sunday through Thursday by CaterFest. It
includes spinach stuffed chicken, red potatoes,
green beans, rolls, dessert, and iced tea. The
lucky winner arranges the date in advance with
CaterFest. Our third prize is a “$100 Dollar Gas
Allowance” and has been donated by Rentz Oil
Company.
Start looking in your closets for items to
donate. Storage has been made available at the
church if you would like to bring your items
early so that we will have ample time to price
them. Or better yet, you price what you bring.
The Parish House will be available for setup
Thursday, October 28 at 12 noon. There will be
a flurry of activity going on all afternoon and
into the evening. The luncheon committee will
be receiving food for the luncheon up until 7:30
PM. You can also bring you items to be sold on
the baked goods table either Thursday or early
Friday morning.
Again this year, St. Thomas’
ECW will make the vegetable beef
and tomato basil soup for the
luncheon... If you are interested in
helping, give either Betty Melchert or
Dot Reilly a call. We will be making
it in the kitchen Wednesday, October
27.
Because of all of your hard work last year
and your donations of flea items, food served on
the salad bar, bakery items, special homecanned and preserved items, and crafts, the 2003
Fall Flea and Luncheon was a total success.
Let’s have fun again this year and unite in a day
of fellowship with our community! See you on
the 29th!
To the Glory of God,
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-Betty Melchert & Dot Reilly
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Sunday School Kick-off 2004!
All Photos by Tom Ham unless noted

What A
Fellowship!

Photos by April Hall
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More Sunday School Photos!

Sunday School
Sliding & Climbing
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ECW Fall Flea and Luncheon
Duty Assignments
Co-Chairmen

Betty Melchert,
Dot Reilly, Co-chm.

Attendance for the “Month”
Date
8/22
8/29

Publicity

Anne Donecker, Chm.
Kathy Gentle

9/05

Tickets

Laura Felts,
Grace Moffitt, Co-chm.

9/12

Raffle

Susan Dalton, Chm.
Judy Cardwell,
Mitchelene Martin

9/19

Set-up

Martha Balsley,
Parker Graham, Co-chm.
Cheri Barrett, Dale Fulton, Amy Gaylord, Mary
Ham, Anne Montaigne, Ellen Oldland, Polly
Yeago
Baked Goods

Dot Trent,
Dru Smith, Co-chm.
Pam Allen, Lisa Bennett, Tara Bradford, Susan
Bullock, Ginny Campbell, Kathy Mack, Fran
DeChurch, Leslie Dent, Susan Fitzgibbon,
Adrienne Gatton, Emily Giles, Diane Hackett,
Lillian Hackett, Pam Haigler, April Hall, Louise
Hinson, Dell Hodges, Josephine Irvin, Robin
Jenkins, Ellen McCarthy, Tammy Melchert,
Joanne Piazza, Penny Reilly, Bettie Benton
Rhodes, Teresa Ruhland, Suzanne Sizemore
Saunders, Judy Sizemore, Beth Smith, Sandra
Strader, Muriel Strickland, Stephanie Trent,
Susan Turner, Melody Watt, Diane Young
Flea Market

Dot Ferneyhough,
Donna Van Ness, Co-chm.
Nancy Bennett, Mildred Cummings, Mary
Cummings, Pat Foeller, Jenny Johnson, Amy
Newnam, Melinda Rice, Anne Rogers, Jan
Wheless
Luncheon

Jeanne Horsley,
Star McHugh,
Freda Watt, Tri.-chm.
Patricia Bobbitt, Gayle Ferguson, Priscilla
Foster, Suzanne Howard, Jo Mitch Martin,
Hazel Post, Mavis Simon, Cindy Teague, Dottie
Worth, Judy Yarborough
Crafts

Kate Nelson

Treasurer

Marian Safriet

Service Attendance
8:30
10
11:00
67
8:30
18
11:00
70
8:30
15
11:00
59
8:30
13
11:00
67
8:30
12
11:00
74

Cursillo “101”
Have you ever heard of Cursillo and Happening
and wondered what these words were all about? On
Sunday, October 3, we will have an opportunity for
anyone to find out the answers to their questions.
The meeting will take place at 4:00 pm in the Pipkin
Parlor. The event will be referred to as Cursillo and
Happening 101. Please come, bring your questions,
and find out about these wonderful events of the
diocese.

The Columbarium
By Tom Ham

The Vestry approved a new Policy Manual for
the operation of the Columbarium at its September
20 meeting. Some of the highlights of the manual
are:
1.Price of the Niche – The price will be $300 for
members of St. Thomas’ and $350 to nonmembers.
2.Cost of the Plaque – Current cost of plaque to
cover niche is $230 + 10% to cover cost of
shipping and handling. Memorial wall plaques
are $115.
3.Cost of opening & closing the niche. Current cost
is $50.
There are some other policies in the manual also. A
copy of the Manual is in the Columbarium
Notebook in the secretary’s office. Anyone wishing
to investigate or purchase a niche in our
Columbarium should contact Tom Ham (349-7261)
or the Church Office.

Rockingham County
Episcopal Churches
Sponsor Conference

$1,000.00 paid toward your Belk Charge Card.
Please call me @ 616-0398 if you need a ticket
or go by the office to get one. Please help the
school: we are saving money for new playgroup
equipment.
Thanks, Cori Anderson

St. Thomas’, Church of the Epiphany, St.
Luke’s and St Mary’s by the Highway are
sponsoring a three-day conference on October
17, 18, and 19. The conference is entitled
Drawing Closer: Practical Steps to Greater
Intimacy with The Lord. The conference will
have four sessions beginning on Sunday
afternoon and ending on Tuesday night. The
churches have already taken care of the major
expenses. The cost to an individual is $10.00
for the workbook. If you are interested in the
conference, please register with the church
office. Also, caravans for transportation will be
arranged.

Episcopal Day School

Dear Church Family,
We have had a great start to our school year!
We have started on the alphabet, and at press
time, we were on Week “C.” We have had a
bike ride to my house, and then spent some time
playing there. We had a day where we ate
donuts with dad. We have gone to Scotty’s
Carpets, and they let us put on our boots and
help clean. They let us spray & wash the rugs,
and then they sent us home with a rug of our
own!
We are starting a new fundraiser this year.
It is called “Belk Charity Day.” We are selling
tickets for $5.00 each by which you will get
20% off purchases. If you shop between 7 a.m.
& 10 a.m. AND spend at least $25.00, you will
receive your $5.00 back. Also, you can fill out
a section on the back of the ticket and enter it
into a drawing. If you win, you can have up to

Our preschool is off to a great start! On our
first week of school, we got to know each other
a little better and learned how important it is to
share. Our second week of school, we talked
about the four seasons and made the seas of an
apple tree with our hand and finger prints. On
the third week, we learned to recognize and
write the letter “Aa” Our theme was astronaut,
so we made rockets and also apple print “A’s.”
We worked on Letter B during the last week
of September. Our theme was boats. Our color
for the month was blue and our numbers were 1,
2, and 3. We are having a wonderful time in the
preschool class!
Lisa Walker & Cheryl Scott

Adult Dinner
There will be an adult dinner on November 20,
2004 at Clark & Susan Turner’s Home. More
information & postcards coming later

All Saint’s Day Program
This year’s program will be November 1 at Zion
Baptist at 7:30 p.m. Check the bulletin for
further details.

Thank You
The Reidsville Soup
Kitchen sends thanks for
our August Loose Offering
received in early
September.
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF
• Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director David Zoernig 273-4543
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Director of Christian Ed. Polly Yeago 643-7708
jyeago@worldnet.att.net
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Margaretta Guinn-Rose
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Sexton Cori Anderson 349-3541
eds@stthomasreidsville.org

WANTED!!!

LAY WORKERS
• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Youth Leaders Gayle Ferguson 342-3991
weswim2@bellsouth.net

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Cheri Barrett 361-0793
Barrett8@mindspring.com

• Worship Chair Dot Reilly 634-1828

Danny Hall 286-0633/301-3700
eycdanny@yahoo.com

• Pastoral Care Chair Melinda Rice 349-3630

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@vnet.net

• Outreach Chair Tom Balsley 349-3638
cardsfan@triad.rr.com
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Information – Stories – Pictures – Ideas!
Newsletter Deadline: 20th of each month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR call the church office @ 349-3511

