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From the Rector’s Desk - The Rev. William D. Oldland
The season of Advent is upon us. This special season has some very rich traditions which hold deep spiritual meaning for each of us who
follow Christ. Many of these traditions are very old.
The first appearance of Advent in the western church was in the latter half of the sixth century. Advent Sunday was the Sunday closest to
the feast day of St. Andrew’s, November 30th. Therefore, in the west the season always has four Sundays before Christmas. In the Eastern
Church, the season is much longer.
Originally, Advent was kept similar to but not as strict as Lent. So, it was marked with prayer, changes in the worship service, fasting and
other penitential actions. Currently, the western church does not formally require fasting, discourages festivities, and observes the penitential
character by liturgically using purple altar hangings and vestments. One might say Lent prepares the church for Easter just as Advent prepares the church for Christmas.
Our two-fold preparation is where the tradition is truly rich. We prepare for the coming of Christmas and we prepare for the second coming
of Christ as the Judge on the Last Day. While this may seem strange that we appear to be preparing for a baby and a Risen Lord at the same
time, it does make sense.
The word Advent comes from the Latin word Adventus. This word means “coming” and in our understanding it means the coming of
Christ. For the season of Advent we prepare for the coming of Christmas. We celebrate the day that God came to earth, Emmanuel, in human form. We celebrate God’s gift of coming to us in a way we could understand and showing us that God’s kingdom is very near. The child,
Jesus, was born not just for the people of his day, but for everyone who ever took breath and who will ever live. Jesus came to show us the
meaning of true love.
However, we also prepare for Jesus coming again. This time it will not be like a little baby. When Jesus comes again, it will be very different. Jesus comes to gather God’s children on the Last Day and take them to be present with the God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Needless to say, with this event, life as we know and understand it will be over. The second coming can be a little frightening until we realize that
we will be in the presence of pure love. What a difference that will be.
Over the next four weeks we have time to prepare ourselves for the celebration of Christmas and for the second coming of Christ. During
this time we do a little self-examination. How are we doing as stewards of our time, talent and treasure? Do we have something we might
want to give over to God, a problem, some sin for which we desire forgiveness, someone for whom we care deeply? Perhaps we might like to
spend some more personal time with God in prayer or contemplation? Perhaps we would like to help the needy and the poor, not just now,
but year round in some ministry? All of these opportunities for preparation lie before us. The church in its wisdom has given us a special
vehicle to aid us in preparing; the season of Advent. Come and participate in the season. Come and we can prepare our hearts and minds
for the coming of Christ. We can be present in a deeper way with Christ and celebrate a truly wonderful Christmas.
Peace, Bill+
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Open Vestry Meetings are every third Monday at 6:45 p.m.
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St. Thomas Lenten Meditation
To Be
Compiled in January
Last year’s St. Thomas Advent Meditation Guide was a hit with everyone at the church. Many thanks to choir director, David Zoernig for taking on that project!
David’s dreams for St. Thomas didn’t end with the Advent Meditation.
Now he’s leading us forward in a new endeavor: a St. Thomas Lenten
Meditation Guide, written by members of our church.
You don’t need to be a professional writer. You only need the desire
to write from your heart concerning one of the readings for a specific date
during Lent.
The Sign-up Sheet is on the bulletin board beside the Vestry Room.
Simply choose a meaningful date or one at random and shortly you’ll receive a sample meditation and the readings—everything you need.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity!

Altar Guild
News
By Suzanne Howard

Poinsettias for
Christmas are $8.00
again this year. If you would like
one (or more), please notify the
church office who they are in honor
or memory of. Checks should be payable to St. Thomas, earmarked for
poinsettias. You may pick up your
poinsettia(s) on the Sunday after
Christmas, the 28th.
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A Very Brief
Christmas Stamp
Story

A woman went to the
post office to buy stamps
for Christmas cards. She
said to the clerk, “May I
have 50 Christmas
stamps?”
The clerk said, “What
denomination?”
The woman said, “God
help us. Has it come to
this? Give me 6 Catholic,
12 Presbyterian,10 Lutheran and 22 Baptist.”
—Lape Smith

December ECW Report
Treasurer Willie
Adkins reports the fall
ingathering of the
United Thank Offering
is $421.41. This money
will go towards grants
addressing human
needs and promoting
mission expansion.
In December, the
ECW will send care
packages to our college
students and military
personnel. During our
morning chapter meeting on the 10th, we will
bring fruit and Christ-

By President Jeanne Horsley

mas cookies to prepare goodie bags for
12 shutshut-ins and our
staff at St. Thomas.
Our final General
Meeting of the year
will be in the Parish
House after the 11:00
service on December
7. All women in the
parish are invited to
attend and bring a
sandwich. Drinks,
chips, and dessert will
be provided. New officers for 2004 will be
elected.

Important Dates
In December
Executive Board Mtg.
Tues, Dec. 2
7:00 p.m.Vestry Room
ECW General Mtg.
Sun., Dec. 7
Noon, Parish House
Morning Chapter
Wed., Dec. 10
10:30 a.m.
Dottie Worth’s
304 Shadowood Dr.

CALLING ALL CHILD ACTORS
December 14 is the scheduled date for our little ones
to perform the Christmas Pageant. Children will be angels or shepherds. They are encouraged to bring
stuffed animal toys from home to add to the costuming
and scenery. Please be sure your preschool and primary
grade children are at Sunday School every week in November to prepare for this event. Additional practice
times may be necessary.
necessary
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Stewardship
Campaign
Update
With 50
pledges in,
the total is
$127,086.
Those who have
not yet pledged
are encouraged
to do so as soon
as possible.
Brunswick Stew
by St. Thomas
Boy Scout Troop
#738
Sat., Jan. 24th
Pre-order now to
pick up 8-12 noon
$4 per quart
Reggie King
Stewmaster
Contact: Tom Ham, Dot
Reilly, or Hazel Post
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Summary of October
Vestry Minutes
Rector’s Report:: Bill Oldland has written a letter to Bishop
Curry asking for the status for our
parish regarding the possible split
in the Episcopal Church. Bill said
he is proud of the St. Thomas
congregation for its unity during
difficult times.
Junior Warden: Tom Ham
reported evaluation of roof work
needed on the main church building, the upcoming removal of a
dead tree from The Columbarium,
a request to relocate the large
holly trees from the front of the
church, two families have donated
money to recover 7 stained glass
windows with lexan, and an Historic Property plaque will be
awarded to St. Thomas.
Finance Committee: Bob
Lee Watt reported that the church
income is $6,752 under budget,
the secretary is working about 35
hours per week at $10 per hour,
the organist is over budget, and
spending for various church programs is $4,014.30 under budget.
Worship:. Caitlin Ferguson
reported that the Contemporary
Service has been moved to the
third Sunday of each month, with
the exception of November 23.
Christian Education: Jim
McCloskey reported Advent materials had been ordered, Teresa
Ruhland will write articles for the
newsletter, and the Parish
“Birthday Party for Jesus” will be
held on December 28th.
Parish Life: Anne Montaigne
reported that the adult dinner,
hosted by Donna Van Ness, went

wonderfully and another dinner
is planned after Christmas.
Long Range Planning:
Grace Moffitt reported that Polly
Yeago is scheduled to host a
coffee and dessert gathering for
interested residents of the Highway 150 area. The Commission
is also planning a church attendance graph and a member survey.
Outreach: Todd Walker
reported that 46 people brought
pets to the Blessing of the Animals and about 400 pies were
sold at the Antique Festival, resulting in $788.50 profit, which
the Vestry voted to donate to the
Reidsville Outreach Center.
Also, the Annie Penn Community Trust fund donated $3100 to
the St Thomas Outreach program.
Old Business: Paul Barrett, Melinda Rice, and JoAnne
Piazza were nominated for Vestry positions. The Stewardship
Campaign began with a letter
being mailed to every parishioner and a proposed 2004
budget has been published in
the November newsletter.
New Business: The 2003
Annual Parish Meeting will be
November 9 and Bill Oldland
requested commission reports
by October 27. There was discussion concerning the church
secretary's work hours, work
load, and a leave of absence
from November 10 through December 5.

5

EYC CALENDAR
DECEMBER 7
TOPIC NIGHT: CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS &
CHRISMON

Episcopal Day School
ThankThank-You
Cards
Turkey Card thanked
the ECW and the
Tree Card thanked
the Men’s Club for
donations to the
school.

DECEMBER 14
STOCKINGS FOR ELDERLY

DECEMBER 21
FUN NIGHT: PLANETARIUM VISIT (G’BORO
OR CHAPEL HILL) CHRISTMAS STAR
STORY OR MOVIE

DECEMBER 28
NO EYC

JANUARY 4
TOPIC NIGHT: POPCORN THEOLOGYBRUCE ALMIGHTY

JANUARY 11
FUN NIGHT: GENERALS HOCKEY GAME

JANUARY 18
LOCK-IN
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JANUARY 25
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE W/ LOTS OF
INPUT FROM THE YOUTH-DINNER AFTER

Special
Worship
Events
By Bill Oldland
During the month of December,
there are some very special
changes and additions to our worship experience at St. Thomas. At
11:00 a.m., the service order
changes from Rite II to Rite I, a more
penitential order in keeping with the
teaching of Advent season.
We will have a Christmas pageant by our children at 11:00 on December 14th, commonly called
Mary’s Sunday. Please come and
see our children share the story of
Christ in their way.
Also on December 14 at 5:00, we
will have our contemporary service,
with songs appropriate to the season. Some may even sound like
Christmas carols. Please join us for
this special event.
Christmas Eve has two services
for the day. At 5:00 p.m., our youngest members and their families are
invited to find baby Jesus and place
him in the manger. During the
Eucharist, children will be invited to
come to the altar to see how I bless
the sacraments.
The second service on Christmas
Eve begins at 10:30 p.m. with carol

singing. Holy Eucharist Rite II
will begin at 11:00. The evening is a festive event with
singing, candle light, beautiful
scriptures and the presence of
Christ in the Holy Eucharist.
Please attend this wonderful
celebration of the Church.
On Christmas Day, the service of Holy Eucharist Rite II
will take place in the church at
10:00 a.m. Please dress casually and bring a gift or card you
have received which has special meaning for you.
The final service in December will be Lessons and Carols

at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, December 28th. This special service is
led by a layperson with members
of the congregation reading the
lessons. If you would like to
read a lesson on that day, please
let Bill Oldland know or leave a
message at the church office
349-3511.
Please make an effort to attend these special services during Advent and Christmas. Both
the music and the lessons at this
time of year are beautiful and
challenging. They prepare us to
celebrate the Christmas Season.

Sunday School Attendance
Age 22 -4

1111-2
2

1111-9

1111-16

1111-23

Avg

3

2

3

2.5

K-2nd Grade

1

1

4

2

2.7

3rd3rd-8th Grade

2

4

1

5

3.5

High School

4

3

0

4

3.4

Adults

8

7

11

12

11.2

Children’s
Chapel

3

3

4

3

3.5

Adult Christian Education Opportunities

By Bill Oldland

Adult Education is available during December on Sunday mornings and Tuesday at noon. We are reading stories from The Way of the Wolf on Sundays. During Advent, we will be looking at two very special stories,
“Barrington Bunny” and “The Porcupine Whose Name Didn’t Matter.” We will see how these stories relate to scriptures and to us. Come and join us for these unique studies during Advent.
On Tuesdays, we are continuing an in-depth study of the Gospel of Mark. During the next few weeks, the class
will focus on The Transfiguration and Jesus’ journey towards Jerusalem. Please join us for these discussions.
Bring your lunch if you would like. Coffee is always available.
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Who’s Who at St. Thomas
CHURCH STAFF:
* Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511

LAY WORKERS:
* Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless

rector@stthomasreidsville.org
* Organist & Choir Director-

342-4011

* Youth Leaders -

David Zoernig 273-4543

weswim2@bellsouth.net

music@stthomasreidsville.org

Cheri Barrett

361-0793

Barrett8@mindspring.com

Polly Yeago 643-7708

Danny Hall

jyeago@worldnet.att.net

eycdanny@yahoo.com

286-0633/601-3700

* Altar Guild -

* Church Secretary Margaretta Guinn-Rose

349-3511

stthomas@vnet.net

Suzanne Howard

349-3511

349-7538

* Greeters Coordinator -

349-7046

342-2305

fwatt@bellsouth.net
* Worship Chair Caitlin Ferguson

342-3991

* Pastoral Care ChairsDot Ferneyhough 349-3630
* Outreach Chair Tom Balsley

* Layreader & Chalice Bearer

* Sexton-

* Steve Worth

Freda Watt

Gayle Ferguson 342-3991

* Director of Christian Ed.-

Usher Coordinator -

349-3638

cardsfan@vnet.net
* Webmaster - John Bullock

Coordinator -

616-1029

Tom Ham

john@mygraphicdetails.com

349-7261

tjhamiii@vnet.net
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WANTED: INFORMATION-STORIES-PICTURES-IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 25th of EVERY month
brhodes3@triad.rr.com
OR Call the church office 349-3511

