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From the Rector’s Desk - The Rev. William D. Oldland
The Collect for Thanksgiving Day
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors of
those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
This prayer is very appropriate for us at this time of year. First of all we offer praise to God. We acknowledge God’s power and grace. Secondly, we thank God for the wonderful gifts we have already received. God provides for our needs, even the most basic needs of food and drink. Those needs are provided for through the labors
of those who plant, harvest and process fruits of the harvest. For their efforts we give thanks to God.
Finally, this prayer reminds us of the importance of being good stewards. We have been entrusted with the
care of the earth around us and its resources. We have been entrusted with caring for the poor and the needy. We
have also been entrusted with sharing the Good News of our loving Savior, Jesus Christ within our community. The
church describes these activities in the context of time, talent and treasure. The church teaches these three as the
basics of good stewardship. The church is absolutely right.
However, where I think the church does not do a great job of teaching concerns the heart. Over the years I
have heard many people say they give to the church as their duty. In the course of the conversation one can see
that is really how they feel. It is a sense of duty that causes them to give, like the pharisaic belief in the law: if I do
these things then I will be saved.
Giving in the sense of the above collect is out of heartfelt love and thankfulness for the love God has already freely given us. The true good steward takes care of the master’s belongings because he or she loves the
master, a sense of giving out of gratefulness for the master’s grace, mercy, and love.
I have to say the sense of stewardship I see at St. Thomas is one of the things that drew me here. This
church truly does try to respond to the needs of others. We do try to share the love of God in very real ways. We
do respond out of love for God and that is good.
(continued on page 4)
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Thoughts on Stewardship
By Tom Balsley

But be doers of the
word, and not merely
hearers. . . From James
1:22
One of the readings on
Sunday, September 7 included the above passage
from James. James felt
quite strongly that faith is
evident in good works. He
believed that a live and active faith is visible by
whatever we do for others.
As we well know, our actions are not the only
piece in the Christianity
package—we must also
have faith. However,
James pointed out that if
there are no deeds, there
probably is no conviction.
Anyone would have to
admit that
Habitat
for Humanity is
one of the
most
amazing

stories ever. This organization was founded in 1976
with the mission of eliminating poverty housing
and homelessness
throughout the world.
Today, the fact that
Habitat has built over
125,000 homes worldwide is truly miraculous. Habitat is now
present in all 50 states
and in 87 foreign countries. Once each month,
our loose offering goes
to benefit this organization. In Reidsville, we
have built 12 houses and are
now at work on our thirteenth.
In addition to what we
do here at home, the Reidsville affiliate sends ten
percent of its total annual
contributions to Habitat
International. That tithe,
which over the years has
totaled $22,654, was used
to build homes in develop-

ing countries. Our money
is designated for the town
of Nogales, Mexico. This
place, south of
Tucson, Arizona,
is in an extremely
impoverished
area. Because of
the generosity of
the many people
in this community,
five homes have
been built for people we will never
be able to know or
meet. For me, this
a is a modern-day
story of loaves and fishes.
God takes our gifts,
multiplies them, and uses
them to further his kingdom here on earth. As
people of faith, we are
known for our works.
What we are able to do for
other people in God’s
name will enable them to
know we are truly God’s
people.

Dear Fellow Members of St. Thomas,
This year’s Every Member Canvass may be the most important financial event for our parish in
many years! As I hope you know, St. Thomas is projecting a deficit budget for 2003 of $21,653
and based on our data through September, it appears that this figure will be accurate. The proposed budget for 2004 estimates expenditures of $174,046 (please review the budget on page 3)
which means we need to increase our pledges by $19,198 (14% over this year) to balance next
year’s budget.
Please consider your pledge for 2004 prayerfully and carefully! Our church cannot continue to
operate “in the red” for much longer. We have little or no control over the majority of our expenses so we must increase our revenues if we are to continue as a self-sustaining parish.
Before you complete your pledge card, please do me one favor—read the sixth chapter of Matthew (especially verses 19-34). If we will all do this, I will leave the rest up to God.
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Yours in Christ,
Bob Watt, Treasurer

2004 Proposed Budget
Income

Proposed 2004 Budget

Pledges
$163,211
Non-Pledge
5,000
Prior year Payments
Day School Rent
1,350
Interest
150
Miscellaneous Income
0
Expected Transfers fr. Designated Gifts
4,335
TOTAL
$174,046
Expenses
Diocese Asking
$ 20, 427
Religious Education
$1,835
Theo Education
750
Subscriptions & Website
650
Audit
3,000
Youth Program
1,000
Accounting Service
500
Music
1,500
Copier
3,000
Outreach
1,000
Church Maintenance
8,000
Parish Life
200
Rectory Maintenance
1,500
Pastoral Care
150
Property Insurance
7,000
Supply Clergy
500
Capital Equipment
1,500
Stewardship
100
Msc. Expenses
1,000
Worship/Altar Supplies
750
Office Supplies
2,500
Vestry & Delegates
1,200
Janitorial Supplies
750
Membership
700
Postage
2,000
Printing
200
EXPENSE GRAND TOTAL
$174,046
Telephone
2,750
Utilities-Church
8,000
Lay not up for yourselves treasUtilities-Rectory
3,300
ures upon earth, where moth and
Sexton
3,650
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
FICA
2,400
break through and steal: But lay up
Nursery Care
1,300
for yourselves treasures in heaven,
Organist
13,500
where neither moth nor rust doth
Rector-Salary
39,000
corrupt, and where thieves do not
Rector-Continuing Ed.
500
break through nor steal;
Rector-Housing
TBD
For where your treasure is, there
Rector-Insurance
13,134
will your heart be also. The light of
Rector-Pension
9,900
the body is the eye; if therefore thine
Rector-Auto
2,400
eye be single, thy whole body shall
Secretary
10,000
be full of light. Matthew 6:19-22
DCE-Salary
2,500
3
EXPENSE SUB-TOTAL $164,461

From the Rector’s Desk
(continued from page 1)

By Jeanne Horsley, ECW President
A BIG THANK YOU to all who participated in the
ECW Fall Flea and Luncheon held on October 24th!
Susan Dalton and Dot Reilly co-chaired the event
held in the Parish House. To all who prepared salad
fixings, the delicious homemade soup, sandwiches,
desserts, canned goods, crafts, and bake sale items—all I can say is JOB WELL DONE and thank goodness
we only do this once a year.
Your donations to the flea market were a big draw
this year and thanks go to the hard work of the flea
committee. A final report on the proceeds from the
bazaar
will be announced later. However,
winners of the raffle were:
$100 gas from Rentz
Oil—Earl Rickman
Caterfest
Picnic for
15- Vicki Walker
O. Henry Hotel Getaway- Dot Reilly
Important Dates:
November 7-8 ECW Diocesan
Annual Meeting and Convocation @ St.
Timothy’s in Winston Salem
November 12 Chapter Meeting @ Laura Felt’s
home, 10:30 a.m.
December 2 Executive Board Meeting in the
Vestry Room @ 7:00 p.m.
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In a few days we will have
two opportunities to respond to
the love and grace of God in our
lives. The first one will be the
receiving and returning of our
pledge cards. The church needs
money to operate. I draw your
attention to the budget in the
newsletter. These are the costs
and they have even been pared
down some. Please pray about
your financial offering to God
through St. Thomas. The gift we
give is to the glory of God. St.
Thomas is simply the administrator. From these gifts we feed
the hungry, clothe the naked,
teach our children and worship
our Lord and Savior giving all
the praise and glory to God.
The second opportunity is
the Thanksgiving Day Dinner for
the community. Come and be a
part of this wonderful event.
Ways to participate include attending the Thanksgiving Service at 10::00 a.m. , cooking
turkeys, setting the tables, serving the meals, delivering meals,
and cleaning up afterwards.
What a wonderful way to offer
God praise, thanks, glory and
honor from the heart!
I ask everyone to pray this
collect for the next thirty days.
The words are beautiful and
powerful in a loving and gracious way. I pray God continues
to bless the people of St. Thomas and that we respond to
these blessings as faithful stewards.
Peace,
Bill +

Nov. 2 - Care Packages for College Students - St. Thomas at 5:00 p.m.- We will
be making care packages for our college
students as they prepare for exams.
Come to the meeting and help bake
cookies, pack boxes with goodies, & address them for mailing. See You There!!!
Nov 9 - Canned Food Drive - St. Thomas at 3:00 p.m. - This scavenger hunt
for food will begin at 3:00 p.m.. We are in contact with other churches in
the area to help as well.
Nov. 16 - State of the Church - St. Thomas at 5:00 p.m. - By this time the
various meetings of the Anglican Church around the world will have occurred concerning the votes at The General Convention. We will discuss
what happened at these meetings and what effect these decisions might
have on us at St. Thomas. We will see how we might respond to decisions
reached at these meetings as the present and future church.
Nov. 23 - Youth Service and Bowling - St. Thomas at 5:00 p.m. - We will participate in and lead the contemporary service at 5:00 and then go bowling.
Bring your friends and some spending money in case you get hungry at the
bowling alley. The youth group fund will cover the games and the shoes.
Nov. 27 - Thanksgiving - Remember that on Thanksgiving we have a service
and then start serving food to people who normally receive meals on wheels,
the Soup Kitchen lunch, and any others we might assist on this day. All are
welcome to come and participate. Come and lend a helping hand before
you celebrate Thanksgiving at home.
Nov. 30 - Thanksgiving Weekend - No Youth Group. Spend time with your
family.
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The Blessing of the Animals

6

Hymn #405
All things bright and
beautiful,
All creatures great
and small,
All things wise and
wonderful,
The Lord God made
them all.
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Anecdote From a Sunday School Teacher
“Where two or more are gathered in my name, there I am also.” --- Matthew 18:20
I had the pleasure of being taught by one of my Sunday school students this month. The
time for gathering ended when it became apparent he and I were the only two in attendance. I
was tempted to ditch the lesson plan for that day, but, I didn’t. Following the leading of our
Lord, I continued with our planned lesson.
Ian Fraser and I reviewed the story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den. Ian was particularly in
tune with this session because his middle name is Daniel. We spoke together about how Daniel
prayed all the time. How he only prayed to God and would not pray to King Darius. We examined how God provided protection to Daniel for his faithfulness.
From nowhere Ian states, “I want to be a skydiver.” At first, I wondered
how this comment had any connection to the lesson. Well, Ian didn’t let me
wonder too long. He further stated, “When a skydiver jumps from an airplane,
his parachute is like prayer. The air that fills the chute is really God’s protection.
If the skydiver is very good at packing his parachute, his chute will open big and
God’s air will fill the chute to ease the diver to the ground. But, if the diver isn’t
good at packing his chute, the air can’t get into the parachute. The diver hits the
ground hard. Prayer is like that parachute. If I pray a lot all day long like Daniel did in the
Lion’s Den, then God can ease me through whatever bad happens.”
I am so thankful I stuck to the lesson plan that day. It just so happened, the student that
day was me! This child’s analogy profoundly touched me. —Teresa Ruhland, Primary S.S. Teacher
PEOPLE OF THE PROMISE: MIDDLE
SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION
Amos to Macabees, Jesus’ Apostles and Disciples, C.S. Lewis and
Becket: What do all these people have
in common? They are highlighted as
People of the Promise in The Episcopal Curriculum for Youth. In a time
when heroes and heroines are hard to
find in our fast-paced media, youth at
St. Thomas are exposed to important
people of the church who can be
clearly defined as heroes and heroines. The people in our curriculum are
models our youth can turn to when
developing their own call to God’s
service and worship.
The following are a few of the people in the curriculum for this year. On
October 19, the youth learned about
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King Kameahmeah and Queen Emma,
the king and queen of Hawaii in the middle 1800’s. Tribal wars and smallpox
nearly decimated natives numbering
300,000 to 70,000. Our hero and heroine
established Anglican churches, schools
and hospitals to sustain their people.
Another hero, Father Muhlenberg,
was one of the first progressive educators emphasizing the “whole child” concept used in education today. His vision
and social outreach during the early
1800’s readied us today for our outreach
efforts. He was also author of numerous
hymns.
How many of us don’t know the works
of Florence Nightingale? Her fierce determination in the 1800’s fulfilled her call
from God to serve sick and suffering
people. She was also a gifted hospital
administrator during her appointment as
Superintendent of a London sanitorium.
She paved the way for proper standards

in hospital practice.
Missionary Schereschewsky traveled the world to serve God. He was
especially credited for the spread of
the gospel in China.
Another model for our youth is a
more modern heroine, L’Engle, a storyteller who used her gifts to tell the
Christian story. Born in 1918, she is
one of the most prolific and admired
writers of our time. She is author of a
children’s book A Wrinkle In Time, a
Newbury Medal winner published in
1962. It describes the spiritual battle
between a family and the presence of
evil.
These people show our youth at St.
Thomas that God provides us each
with gifts of time, talent and treasures.
We are called to use these gifts to His
glory. The People of the Promise
model how we should live by His call.

Advent Wreaths To Be Made !
The season is soon
upon us. Why does the
Advent wreath have such
presence in our faith community?
Perhaps a little history
will help explain. The origins of the Advent wreath
are found in folk practices
dating back before Christ
with the Germanic peoples
in Eastern Europe.
During the cold December darkness, wreaths of
evergreen and lighted fires
or candles were used as
signs of hope in a coming
springtime
when light
would once
again dominate the
earth.
Christians kept
these popular traditions alive, and by
the 16th century, Catholics
and Protestants throughout Germany used these
symbols to celebrate their
Advent Christ, the everlasting light who will once
again dominate the earth.
This practice spread
throughout the Christian
world.
Traditionally, the
9

wreath is made of four candles in a circle of evergreens. Three candles are
violet and the fourth is rose.
Any combination of colors is
acceptable, with the fourth
candle being a different
color.
Each day at home, the
candles are lighted, perhaps before the meal. One
violet candle the first week,
and then another each succeeding week until December 25th when the rose candle is used to signify the importance of this particular
week in our Christian faith.
A short prayer
may accompany the lighting.
On November 23, St. Thomas will participate in a group
effort to make
Advent wreaths. All the materials will be provided by
Christian Education.
During Sunday School,
each participant or family
group will make a wreath for
their family to use at home.
Also available will be Advent booklets with special
prayers to help make the
family event at home more
meaningful.

CALLING
ALL
CHILD
ACTORS
December 14 is
the scheduled
date for our
little ones to
perform the
Christmas Pageant. Children
will be angels or
shepherds.
They are encouraged to
bring stuffed
animal toys
from home to
add to the costuming and
scenery. Please
be sure your
preschool and
primary grade
children are at
Sunday School
every week in
November to
prepare for
this event. Additional practice times may
be necessary.

Special Services in November

By Bill Oldland

There are three special services planned for this month. The first is on All Saint’s Day,
November 1st. At St. Thomas, we celebrate this day with our brothers and sisters in Christ
from Zion Baptist. The celebration will take place at St. Thomas at 7:00 p.m. The choirs
will combine and Pastor Patrick Cheston will preach. Please come and participate in and
enjoy the worship on this major feast day of the church.
The second special service is on Thanksgiving Day. We will celebrate the Holy Eucharist
at 10:00 a.m. in the church. Following the Eucharist, we will move to the Parish Hall to
help with the Community Thanksgiving Day Outreach Project. On this day we remember
the wonderful things God has done for us in our lives.
The third special service is the Contemporary Service on November 23rd. This service
will take place at 5:00 p.m. in the church. The order for worship includes prayer, singing,
readings and brief silences. It is a great way to close the day.

Rector’s Special Note
Dear
St. Thomas,
Some of you may not
know it, but the Happening
#41 Team had it’s second
team meeting FridaySaturday, October 24-25
at St. Thomas.
From all over the diocese, 50 “teamers” came to
work, worship, train, build
community, eat meals, and
have fun together—-all in
preparation for Happening
#41, November 7-9 at The
Summit.
Everyone enjoyed being
at St. Thomas and very
much appreciated using the
facility.
Sincerely,
Bettie Rhodes
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As many of you are aware,
the consecration of Gene
Robinson is to take place on
November 2nd. The presiding Bishop Frank Griswold
has stated that this consecration will take place.
In response, several dioceses in the United States
stand in opposition to this
event. Results of the action
could be very disruptive for
our church.
I am asking everyone to
include in their personal devotions a prayer for the unity
of The Church. The following prayer is found on page
818 of the prayer book:
O God the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, our only
Savior, the Prince of Peace:
give us grace seriously to
lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions; take away
all hatred and prejudice,

and whatever else may hinder us from godly union and
concord; that, as there is but
one Body and one Spirit, one
hope of our calling, one Lord,
one Faith, one Baptism, one
God and Father of us all, so
we may be all of one heart
and of one soul, united in one
holy bond of truth and peace,
of faith and charity, and may
with one mind and one mouth
glorify you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. AMEN
Please pray for God’s wisdom and mercy upon everyone
involved. While I do not know
what will happen, the events
of the previous two months
encourage me to pray diligently for our Church. Please
join me in this effort.
Peace,
Bill+

Sunday School Attendance
DATE

2-4 YRS. K-2 GR. 3-8 GR. H.S. ADULTS

9/14

5

5

8

5

25

9/21

2

4

5

4

15

9/28

1

4

1

5

5

10/5

3

2

4

2

15

10/12

3

4

2

4

13

10/19

3

1

5

3

12

AVERAGE

2.8

3.3

4.2

4
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Diocesan Connections
It’s easy to see that people at St. Thomas are very
active in events of our diocese. The ECW will soon
participate in the Annual Meeting and Convocation,
where they will find connections with ECW’s all over
the Diocese of NC. This is where the ladies get new
ideas of how things are done in other parishes.
Hutch Wheless and Chuck Rhodes are on the team
for Happening #41 which takes place November 7-9 at
The Summit. Bettie Benton Rhodes is the Happening
Lay Director for the Diocese and will also be attending the weekend designed for high schoolers.
Cursillo #90 takes places at The Summit November 13-16. Team members from St. Thomas include:
Kris Rogers, Donna Van Ness, Laura and Ed Felts, and
Mary Jane and Tom Ham.
Being connected to our larger diocesan family
opens up communication, new friendships, and endless
11
possibilities
for everyone involved.

Lenten
Meditation
Writers
Needed !
You don’t have to be
Sue Grafton or Dan
Brown to write a Lenten
Meditation—-you merely
have to be willing to
spend a few minutes
writing YOUR thoughts
about readings appointed from the Bible
on a specific day.
And guess what????
YOU get to choose the
day!!
The Sign-up Sheet is
on the bulletin board beside the Vestry Room.
Simply choose a meaningful date or one at random and shortly you’ll
receive a sample meditation and the readings—
everything you need.
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Who’s Who at St. Thomas
CHURCH STAFF:
* Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511

LAY WORKERS:
* Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless

rector@stthomasreidsville.org
* Organist & Choir Director-

342-4011

* Youth Leaders -

David Zoernig 273-4543

weswim2@bellsouth.net

music@stthomasreidsville.org

Cheri Barrett

361-0793

Barrett8@mindspring.com

Polly Yeago 643-7708

Danny Hall

jyeago@worldnet.att.net

eycdanny@yahoo.com

286-0633/601-3700

* Altar Guild -

* Church Secretary Margaretta Guinn-Rose

349-3511

stthomas@vnet.net

Suzanne Howard

349-3511

349-7538

* Greeters Coordinator -

349-7046

342-2305

fwatt@bellsouth.net
* Worship Chair Caitlin Ferguson

342-3991

* Pastoral Care ChairsDot Ferneyhough 349-3630
* Outreach Chair Tom Balsley

* Layreader & Chalice Bearer

* Sexton-

* Steve Worth

Freda Watt

Gayle Ferguson 342-3991

* Director of Christian Ed.-

Usher Coordinator -

349-3638

cardsfan@vnet.net
* Webmaster - John Bullock

Coordinator -

616-1029

Tom Ham

john@mygraphicdetails.com

349-7261

tjhamiii@vnet.net

WANTED: INFORMATION-STORIES-PICTURES-IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 25th of EVERY month
brhodes3@triad.rr.com
OR Call the church office 349-3511
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