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From the Rector’s Desk - The Rev. William D. Oldland
I was recently reminded that God is still at work in the world. Now, to some that may seem to be an amazing thought
for a priest to have. However, priests get busy too. I bet your calendars are just as full as mine. On my calendar, there are
church meetings, visitations, diocesan meetings, clergy conferences, youth events, worship, baseball games, karate classes
and the list goes on. While my list is oriented towards church and family, all you have to do is substitute your personal and
business calendar to achieve the same results. We are busy people. As a result, we sometimes get caught up in the business.
Our business can put imaginary blinders on us which can make it difficult to see God unless God stands right in front of us.
I suppose I am saying that God stood right in front me of me recently through two events. The first event occurred through
our website where John Bullock posts the sermons preached at St. Thomas’. A gentleman of the Hindu faith has been reading
our web page. He recently asked me if he could begin a correspondence on the tenets of the Christian faith. He said he had
tried to discuss these issues with some Christian friends and had met some resistance. I agreed to have an electronic conversation. His first question concerned our understanding of the Trinity. I wasn’t expecting this topic to be the first question.
The second event occurred during a telephone conversation. Through one of our members a load of clean, nice clothing
has been donated to those in need in the Reidsville community. In the clothing there are nice suits, shirts, jackets, pants,
sweaters, and coats. The Outreach Commission will make sure the clothes get to the proper people. At this time of year when
the weather has begun to cool and winter is just around the corner we receive clothing to help those in need. God truly wants to
take care of God’s people.
The result of these events has been one of wonder and gratitude. Part of the wonder comes from the ability of God to use
any tool developed by humanity to spread the Gospel. Also who would have guessed a new job for one of our members would
result in good, clean clothing for those in need? I offer God my gratitude for making me aware of what really matters. My discussions with my electronic pen pal and the offering of clothing have helped bring me back into focus on God. A busy calendar,
strife in the world, economic problems in our community, and arguments within the church can draw all of our attention and
energies away from the divine. We can get caught in the earthly struggles and issues, losing sight of the reality that God is
alive and working among us.
As we move into October and as we see the season change, I invite us to look for God. God is present and God is calling
us. When we tend to get too busy, look for God in unexpected ways. Look for God to be around us, supporting us, and in us as
God’s hands, feet and eyes in the world.
Peace, Bill+
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Open Vestry Meetings are every third Monday at 6:45 p.m.
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ECW Rolls Into Fall Events

Message from President
Jeanne Horsley. . .

The churchwomen of St. Thomas
are preparing for the Fall Flea and
Luncheon to be held on Friday, October 24th. Luncheon tickets and raffle
tickets have been printed and distributed to ECW members.
Money collected from the sale of
these tickets should be brought to the
parish house either October 23 from
3:00-7:30 p.m. or October 24.
The publicity committee requests
that all members hang printed flyers
ALL OVER TOWN!
The luncheon committee will be
calling the churchwomen during the
first two weeks in October to ask them
to bring food needed for the luncheon.
Dot Reilly will supervise the making of homemade soup that will be
served at the luncheon.
We will take luncheon TO GO
ORDERS from teachers in the
schools. School staff who would like
to participate should contact Jeanne
Horsley a week ahead .
If possible, the Flea Market Committee would like for donators to price
their items this year. All items should
be delivered to the church by 5:00 p.m.
October 23.
Dot Ferneyhough may be contacted
if other arrangements need to be made
for early delivery of flea items.
10/8
10/23

IMPORTANT DATES
Morning Chapter @ Dot
Ferneyhough’s home, 10:30
Delivery of ticket $$, baked
goods, flea items, & food for
luncheon

10/24

Fall Flea and Luncheon

10/26

UTO Fall Ingathering @
1 1:00 a.m. service
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The St. Thomas ECW 2003 Fall Flea & Luncheon

The fall season is quickly approaching which means that the St.
Fhomas Fall Flea and Luncheon on October 24th will soon be here.
Our committees have been working hard to make this year’s bazaar a
success. Raffle and luncheon tickets are being distributed. Each member of the ECW will receive luncheon and raffle tickets to sell. If you
need additional tickets, contact Susan Dalton or Dot Reilly. Raffle
tickets are $1.00 and luncheon tickets again will be only $5.00 for
adults and $2.50 for children. You may give your ticket money to
either Willie Adkins, Susan Dalton, or Dot Reilly, or turn it in on the
day of the bazaar.
This year we have a terrific line-up of prizes, any of which would
be a real treat to win. Our first prize is the “Elegant Escape for 2” at
The O’Henry Hotel in Greensboro. It includes a $30 dinner credit, Afternoon Tea, full buffet breakfast, late checkout and other surprise.
This has been donated by Jay and Anne Donnecker. The second prize is
a “Picnic for 15” from CaterFest. Our third prize is a “$100 Dollar
Gas Allowance” and has been donated by Rentz Oil Company. Everyone seemed to enjoy last year’s bazaar. Credit must be
given to all of your hard work and for all of your donations. . .from flea items to food to be served or food to
be sold on the baked goods table.
This year, several families who have moved donated
items to be sold at the bazaar. If you have additional
items (except clothing) to donate, bring them as early as
possible so that we’ll have ample time to price them. Or
better yet, you price what you bring. The Parish House will be available for setup Thursday, October 23 at 12:00 noon. There will be a
flurry of activity going on all afternoon and into the evening. The
luncheon committee will be receiving food for the luncheon up until
7:30 p.m. You can also bring your items to be sold on the baked goods
table either Thursday or early Friday morning.
Again, this year, the St. Thomas ECW will make vegetable beef
and tomato basil soup for the luncheon. If you are interested in helping , give Susan Dalton or Dot Reilly a call.
Let’s have fun again this year and unite in a day of fellowship
with our community!
To the Glory of God,
Susan Dalton and Dot Reilly

The Flea Market Committee asks you to:

Search attics, basements, and closets for sellable items (Please, no
clothes!!)
⇒ Price each item to the best of your ability
⇒ Deliver items to the parish hall 2:002:00-7:00 p.m., Thurs., Oct. 23
⇒ Call Donna Van Ness @ 349349-9956 for pickpick-up of large items
⇒

Many thanks for your support, Dot Ferneyhough, Diane Hackett, & Donna Van Ness

Many Thanks to all the
men who worked so
hard to make this a
success!
3

Faith Formation Has Begun for Fall
Participation in the Christian
community’s life and rituals cannot alone
fully nourish faith. However engaging,
however meaningful, or however inspiring
our life together, we must struggle to learn
and grow.
The aim of the Episcopal Church Curriculum is to put
into practice the commitment taken at the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism. This sacred rite asks, “Will you who witness
these vows do all in your power to support these persons
in their life in Christ?” Each time we witness a baptism in
our community, we reaffirm our baptismal covenant; we
acknowledge our roles as teachers and learners in the
ministry of Christ’s baptized people.
On Sunday, September 7, 2003, we gathered in the
Parish Hall and on the church lawn to kick-off this year’s
Christian Education at St. Thomas. We enjoyed grilled hot
dogs with cake dessert, meeting our teachers and finding
our classrooms. Snapshot photos of teachers and students
were posted on the doors of each classroom.

•
•
•
•

Preschool teachers: Jan Wheless & Sissy Sizemore
Primary/Intermediate teacher: Teresa Ruhland with
Dot Ferneyhough as the substitute
Intermediate/Middle School teachers: Jay Donnecker
& Celeste Zdanski
High School teachers: Bill Horsley & Danny Hall

If you were not able to attend the kick-off, you may
locate your classroom using attendance rosters posted on
each classroom door. These rosters display our weekly
commitment to our baptismal covenant. Every week of
attendance will earn sticker verification for that date. At the
end of the semester, the Christian Education Committee
will present Certificates of Attendance. Special recognition
will be given to students attending ALL classes.
We also organized photos of key educators at St.
Thomas on the white shelves in the Parish Hall: Bill Oldland, Adult Educator; Polly Yeago, Children’s Chapel;
Ellen Oldland, Substitute Teacher; and Danny Hall, Youth
Leader. Curriculum and handouts will be readily available
to participants. Please only take copies of handouts that
you are told to take by your respective leader, as there
are other materials on these shelves that cannot be
removed from the Parish Hall. Parents are encouraged
to review the curriculum materials or talk with their
child(ren)’s teacher(s) to gain a better appreciation for the
education goals for this semester.
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Classes Available for ALL Ages!
9:45 a.m. each Sunday

The Year of the Cross
An Episcopal Children’s Curriculum Overview
The Children’s Charter for the Church, developed by the Office of Children’s Ministries and ten dioceses, calls for three
responses to the children in our care.
+Nurture the Child – to treasure each child as a gift from God
+Ministry to the Child – to recognize and foster children’s spirituality and unique gifts
+Ministry of the Child – to appreciate children’s abilities and readiness to represent Christ and his church
All three responses will have an impact on relationships between teachers, students and parents. A faithful exploration of the
Bible, Christian theology, Church history, and current issues of the world requires focused effort from the participants in faith
formation. “There can be no substitute for serious efforts to share the biblical narrative and the story of the Church in all their
fullness.” (The ECC Foundation Paper, 1990.)
All Christians are teachers. We teach by the ordinary actions of our lives. Whether we realize it or not, everyone in our congregation is a teacher – clergy, staff, adults, and children. In our worship and community life, we bear witness to what we believe and treasure. But to be teachers, we must commit to being learners and storytellers.
The Episcopal Curriculum uniquely offers a framework for helping our children interpret and understand the covenant made
in Holy Baptism and to live the Christian life. Learners are introduced to the Holy Bible, The Book of Common Prayer, and The
Hymnal 1982 with appropriate support materials at all levels in every session. The units are explicitly connected to the liturgical
Church year, with special attention given to the major feast days. The content of the Episcopal Curriculum focuses on four
areas. Each year’s 36 sessions of Curriculum materials are written in four units of nine sessions each. These four units are
centered around the four areas of content on a rotating three-year basis:
Unit I: Old Testament
Unit II: New Testament
Unit III: Sacraments
Year I – Baptism
Year II – Eucharist
Year III – Worship and Service
Unit IV: Church History and Traditions
A total of nine years’ worth of materials will be provided, three years at each of these levels: Preschool, Primary and
Intermediate. The three years of each level are designated by chosen symbols: Shell (Baptism); Chalice (Eucharist); Cross
(Worship and Service). This year the St. Thomas Faith Formation is in The Year of the Cross. A child beginning the Episcopal
Children’s Curriculum in Preschool and proceeding forward through the sessions through the Intermediate grades will revisit
themes but will not exactly repeat any material. Each level is a blend of the familiar and the new.
In The Year of the Cross, the following table displays the key concepts being taught to each level.
Age Level/
Approaches
Old Testament
New Testament
Sacraments
Church
Preschool (ages 24)/Stories

Shepherd

Jesus: Teacher

Primary (ages 5-8)/
People in
Relation

Stories about people of the Bible and
Church

Sermon on the
Mount

Intermediate (ages
9-11)/Symbols

Psalms and
Wisdom

The Reign of God

Worship & Service:
Environment
Worship & Service:
People who provide
service in community
Worship & Service:
A Personal
Commitment

The Church Sings
Saints of the
Church
Church History

At St. Thomas, the Christian Education Committee has chosen to combine the primary and intermediate age group
for most children in that age range. But for this year only, intermediate aged children have the option to join the middle school
classroom if parents and students deem that more appropriate for them. The Christian Education Committee encourages preschool and primary aged children’s parents, grandparents, and godparents to commit to the entire three-year rotating Faith
Formation process to ensure their children are properly nurtured through this extensive, in-depth learning process. The middle
school and high school students have Faith Formation Curriculum specifically designed to meet their age level and will be fea5tured in the next month’s newsletter.

Fall Youth Activities

October 5
Blessing of the Animals will occur at
2:00 in The Columbarium.
The Youth Group will
help direct pet owners to
proper sides and collect
canine and feline canned
foods for The Animal
Shelter. Delivery of food
will take place following the service.

groups are being contacted to
participate. More details in the
November newsletter.

October 12
At the church at 5:00 Bill Oldland and
John Erikson will give a presentation on
the upcoming summer mission trip to
Chile.

November 16
The State of the Church is the topic for discussion at 5:00 at St. Thomas. By this time,
various meetings of the Anglican Church concerning the votes at The General Convention
around the world will have occurred. What
effect will these decisions have on St. Thomas?
How might we respond to decisions reached at
these meetings?

October 19
Scuba Night begins at
5:00 at the YMCA with
Danny Hall introducing
instructors who will teach youth how to
use dive equipment. Come and see what it
is like to be underwater with all of the
gear. The first one to the bottom of the
pool in full gear receives a prize!
October 2424-26
Fall Retreat to Charleston. Youth leaders would like to leave at 1:00 from the
church parking lot—-if parents think it
will work. Please call a youth leader to let
them know. (Phone numbers on the last
page of this newsletter. If the group can’t
leave early, they will
leave at 4:00. The
cost is $40 with
scholarships available
from the church if
requested. Bring
clothes, sleeping bag,
bug spray, and some
spending money.
November 2
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Canned Food Drive: meet
at the church at 3:00 for a
scavenger hunt for canned
food. Other area church youth

November 9
Making Care Packages for College Students
begins at 5:00 at the church. Baking cookies,
packing boxes with goodies, and
addressing them for mailing will
be fun. See You There!

November 23
Youth Service and Bowling:
Youth will lead the contemporary service at 5:00 and then
bowl. Youth group funds will
cover the games & shoes, but if you want to
buy snacks, bring some money!
November 27
Thanksgiving morning service, then serve
food for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.

November 30
Thanksgiving
Weekend: No Youth
Group. Spend time
with your family.
Youth Leaders:
Cheri Barrett, Gayle
Ferguson, Danny
Hall, and Bill Oldland

Intern in Youth Ministry New to St. Thomas:
Danny Hall
April and I are very excited
about joining you at St. Thomas. We have only been
around for about 4 weeks
now, but have really enjoyed
meeting so many great folks.
We have two daughters,
Riley is 5 and McKenna is 2½.
They seem to have fallen into
place in Sunday School and
love going to, what Riley calls,
“Our new church.”
April and I were married
in St. Francis 12 years ago and
have been members there
since our wedding. During
that time, I have served on the
search committee for a new
rector, been in charge of the
Lay Eucharistic Ministry, and
worked with the EYC as an
adult advisor.
Shortly after the first of the
year, I began discerning a call
from God. Actually, He had
been working on me for a
while; I was just slow to notice. Then God started working on my wife and she got
me in gear. After some time, I
realized that He was calling
me to work with Youth.
Through advice from several key folks, including Bill
Oldland, I enrolled in a summer program at Virginia
Theological Seminary. The

program involves work at
both VTS and Kanuga for
three summers. I have completed my first year and
have two more ahead. At
the end of the program, I
will have a Masters in Christian Education with a concentration in Youth Ministry.
April is a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist
(CRNA) at Women’s Hospital in Greensboro.
Currently, I am the director of the Food Pantry at the
Servant Center in Greensboro. This job has been a
gift from God. It allows me
to serve Him by helping to
feed the hungry, provides
me the flexibility needed for
my school activities in the
summer, and I am learning a
lot about working with volunteers.
It has been amazing to
see God work in the lives of
my whole family as we continue to seek His will.
I am so happy to have been
given an opportunity to
work with your youth
group. St Thomas is blessed
to have dedicated youth and
adult advisors. I have enjoyed the brief time that we

have had together and I look
forward to getting to know
each one more in the days
ahead.
To facilitate this, please
feel free to contact me if you
have any questions about
Youth Ministry at St. Thomas. We have a lot of great
things planned for the next
couple of months and ask
for the parish’s prayers and
support for the youth.
My contact information
is:
Danny Hall
2426 Regents Park Lane
Greensboro, NC 27455
336-286-0633 (home)
336-601-3700 (cell)
Email:
eycdanny@yahoo.com
AIM SN: eycdanny (the
youth know what this is
even if the adults don’t)
Thanks again for the opportunity to work with your
youth and to join you in
worship at St. Thomas.
Peace,
Danny Hall

Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School
We continue to grow in our understanding of God through Martin Bell’s stories from The Way of the Wolf. Discussions have been very lively and thought provoking. We examine each story by looking at three primary questions: (1) What is the story about? (2) Where do we find parallels with this story in the Old and New Testaments? (3) How does the meaning of this story relate to our lives today?
We have recently moved the class to the Vestry Room. Please arrive in time for coffee and doughnuts before
class begins.
7
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Choir Notes

By David Zoernig, St. Thomas Choir Director and Organist

CHOIR DOUBLES IN SIZE
(At least for one day!)
The St. Thomas and St. James Lutheran ELCA

Zion
Baptist
Choir will

(Concord, NC) choirs joined for worship on September celebrate All Saints
28, with a combined force of nearly forty voices.
Day at St. Thomas.
Mark Frye, Director of Music Ministries at
Led by Zion’s Director
St. James, led the mass choir in works by Ireof Music, Rochelle Tuckland, Bruckner, Durufle, and Flintoft. These
er, will join St. Thomas’
pieces, and the hymns, communion music and
Choir Director and Organist,
service music were accompanied on organ
David Zoernig, to bring togeand piano by David Zoernig of St. Thomas. ther both outstanding choirs in
Mr. Frye’s organ skills were evident in
an awesome music offering.
the Organ Voluntary heard prior to the
The two choirs join for a 7:00
service.
p.m. service on All Saints Day, SaturThe Concord choir recently per- day, November 1.
formed at churches in Italy, GerThe 2002 service was hosted by
many and Austria during its July Zion Baptist within weeks of their centen2003 European Tour. Excerpts nial celebration. Zion’s beautifully renovamay soon be available to lis- ted facilities were the setting for Reverend
tening at www.stthomasrei- Bill Oldland’s sermon last year, and it is expecdsville.org, thanks to the ted that Pastor Patrick Cheston of Zion Baptist
efforts of web sexton,
will deliver the sermon for the Holy Eucharist ceJohn Bullock, and
lebration.
Chuck Rhodes, recorDavid Zoernig of St. Thomas and Rochelle Tucding engineer for ker will collaborate again for music selection and joint
our service.
rehearsals between the two choirs. Contemporary and
classic gospel music settings will be heard, in addition to
service music contained in the Lift Every Voice and Sing II
and Songs of Zion hymnals.
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Prepare Ye the Way for the
Lenten Mediations Guide!
By David Zoernig

Early fall seems an unusual time to
consider Lent, however, we are now in a
season of preparation much like the season which follows Epiphany.
Please consider taking a moment to
sign up for the Lenten Meditation Guide,
which will feature daily offerings written
by parishioners and ministers close to the
St. Thomas family.
Meditations are to be roughly 300

From The Parish Office

words in length, and are based on the
Daily Lectionary found in The Book of
Common Prayer.
Several members have already signed
up on the sheet found just outside the
Vestry Room. They have each received a
packet of sample meditations, guidelines
and printed lessons. They are preparing
to be involved in another successful Meditation Guide. Won’t you?

“Find the Good and Praise it.”

—-Alex Haley

Greetings, St. Thomas members! Thank you very much for continuously finding good things about me, and then so generously praising my work. I do intend
to work on all projects—great or small—to the Glory of God.
In the next few weeks, the Parish Office (under the direction of the Membership Committee) will be rolling out a “MEMBER INFORMATION UPDATE” drive. We
hope to update any changes to names, addresses, birth dates, anniversaries, confirmation dates, etc. This will help St. Thomas ensure that each of our members is
properly and timely recognized as appropriate, and it will also help us reach all
who may not be getting church information in a timely manner due to address
changes, data entry errors, etc.
One important area of emphasis is
whether of not widows choose to be addressed by their husband’s name in official correspondence, such as the household mailing lists. It is a blessing to wish
to carry on the memory of your husband,
so even if you want to continue to recognize your wedding anniversary, it will be
handled with respect and not judged. It is
very important that you indicate ANY preferences on these issues so that something so important will not be left up to guessing.
We are in the final stages of migrating from paper to electronic records, and
there is missing information on various levels. Please do not assume that your information is 100% accurate as is. Look for your forms to be handed out before or
after worship services by the end of October. Please complete the forms whether
you are a new member or an established member.
Thank you for you participation in helping me give you a great Parish Office
experience! :-)
Margaretta Guinn-Rose, Parish Secretary
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2004 Vestry
Nominations
The Nominating Committee is
accepting names of individuals
who would consider being nominated as possible candidates for
the Vestry at St. Thomas.
In order to be a Vestry member, an individual must be an enrolled, confirmed, adult communicant in good standing of the Protestant Episcopal Church, which is
defined as:
* a person over 16 years of age
* confirmed is one who has
been baptized either in this
church or another denomination,
and has been Confirmed, Reaffirmed, or Received by The Laying on of Hands by a bishop of
this church
*enrolled means the person is
in the Parish Register
*a communicant in good standing has for the preceding years,
been faithful in: corporate worship (unless good cause prevented it), working, praying, and
giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God.
Before giving the name of a
potential candidate to the committee, please contact the individual
to be sure he/she is willing to
serve a three year term of office.
All nominations must be submitted by October 31 to the Nominating Committee:
Tom Ham
349-7261
Grace Moffitt 342-3905
Bob Lee Watt 342-2305
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Adult Dinner October 4th
@ Donna Van Ness’s
709 Main Street
6:30 - Bring covered dish &
something to drink
Childcare will be @ the Turners’ house next
door; call Anne Montaigne(349-9441)
if you plan to use the babysitters in order to
have a proper sitter/child ratio.

Parish
Membership

Dear Men’s Club,
Your gift of the new amplifier, speakers, and wireless microphone is a wonderful resource for the
entire St. Thomas
community.
All of this equipment will be put to good use
at the upcoming Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper
and many other events.
Thanks especially to
Larry Johnson, whose experience with all things musical led to the selection of a
system ideal for our current
needs, with room to grow.
If the crowd at the September Shrimpfest was any
indication, the new P.A. is
appreciated by all.
With thanks,
David Zoernig

During September, St.
Thomas had two changes
in parish membership.
We celebrated the life of
Ann Gaiser who passed
away on September 4th.
Our thoughts and prayers
continue to be with her
family.
We also welcomed into
our parish family Barbara
“Babs” Freeman, who
currently attends the 8:30
a.m. service on Sundays.

Sept. Attendance
Church 8:30 11:00
7th 12
83
14th 15
72
21st 20
59
Sunday School
7th Picnic!
14th 25
28th 14

A San Franciscon Treat
Last week I had “A Great Adventure!” By myself I flew across
the country, all the way to California, a place I’d never been.
I went to attend one of two
yearly meetings of the Happening
National Committee. Sixteen
adults and young people came
together from all over the United
States—Texas, New Jersey, Florida, New York, Georgia, Mississippi, Oklahoma—-an eclectic
bunch.
Two from Florida and I went
out a day early to “play in San
Francisco” before the two-day
meeting in Salinas (near Monterey).
Our day was perfect, sunny
and breezy. There was no laundry to do, dinner to make, no
deadlines to hurtle, no meetings
to meet—-the MOST unusual of
all times—-a day to just be and
enjoy.
The Southern Trio set out
walking from Union Square towards the Dragon Gates of Chinatown. Even with our plethora
of maps, we still required help
from hospitable natives as we
hiked up steep hills to make our
way to the majestic Grace Cathedral, through Little Italy, by
Lombard Street, and on to Fisherman’s Wharf.
All along the way, our noses,
eyes, and ears were nearly overwhelmed. Enticing spicy aromas
of oriental origin, then Italian,
and finally pungent sea. Semicrowded streets and stores
yielded a cornucopia of race and
dress, an interesting mix of tourists like us, oriental and Italian,
and California natives.
And sounds abounded! Dialects and languages I couldn’t
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By Bettie Benton Rhodes

identify and some I could—French, Italian, Greek, Chinese,
Yankee, Southern, and German.
It was on the left side of
Fisherman’s Wharf that I heard
THE MOST AMAZING
SOUND of all! A sound that
made us laugh and listen some
more and stay and watch and
use our cell phones to call home
so they could hear it too.
Sea lions—-hundreds of
them—-barking and laughing
and talking! Piled on 25-30
large wooden rafts, many were
just snoozing in the sun, but
lots were exercising their vocal
chords.
Massive old ones with
spikey sets of whiskers issued
clear, sonorous barks, almost
like a dog. Middle aged ones
had distinctly mid-toned barks,
and the young ones squealed
high rippley laughing trills. Put
them all together and the
sounds were a multitude of
wonder and awe.
I stood there thinking about
how God could’ve ever dreamed
up making these creatures with
their sounds. And how these
sea lions seemed to enjoy the
sun, being affectionately
globbed together for naps, diving in for a fish supper, playing
tag, pushing each other off the
raft like in “King of the Mountain,” with only an occasional
serious scuffle.
They don’t have to DO anything or produce or buy or
work. Their needs are met in
every way. All they do is enjoy
the moment.
I watched these oddly
shaped animals and thought
about the book I’d just finished,

the first of seven in C.S. Lewis’
The Chronicles of Narnia. He
wrote a creation story, with
Aslan, a mighty lion, singing
light, land, water, and animals
into being. “But now the song
had once more changed. It was
more like what we should call a
tune, but it was also far wilder. .
. Can you imagine a stretch of
grassy land bubbling like water
in a pot? For that is really the
best description of what was
happening. In all directions it
was swelling with humps. They
were of very different sizes,
some no bigger than molehills,
some as big as wheelbarrows,
two the size of cottages. And
the humps moved and swelled
till they burst. . .and from each
hump there came out an animal.
The moles came out just as you
might see a mole come out in
England. The dogs came out,
barking the moment their heads
were free. . .The frogs, who all
came up near the river, went
straight into it with a plop-plop
and a loud croaking. . . Showers
of birds came out of the trees.
Butterflies fluttered. . .And now
you could hardly hear the song
of the Lion; there was so much
cawing, cooing, crowing, braying, neighing, baying, barking,
lowing, bleating, and trumpeting.”
Lewis’ wild symphony of
creation lodged in my mind and
in my heart. And it resounded
in my soul when I hear the
cacophonic melodies of sea lions.
As a friend of mine says, “It
was a thin moment,” a time
when the majesty of Earth and
Heaven nearly merge.
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Who’s Who at St. Thomas
CHURCH STAFF:
* Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511

LAY WORKERS:
* Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless

rector@stthomasreidsville.org
* Organist & Choir Director-

342-4011

* Youth Leaders -

David Zoernig 273-4543

weswim2@bellsouth.net

music@stthomasreidsville.org

Cheri Barrett

361-0793

Barrett8@mindspring.com

Polly Yeago 643-7708

Danny Hall

jyeago@worldnet.att.net

eycdanny@yahoo.com

Margaretta Guinn-Rose
stthomas@vnet.net
* SextonJohn Black

349-3511

286-0633/601-3700

* Altar Guild -

* Church Secretary 349-3511

* Steve Worth

* Greeters Coordinator -

349-7046

* Layreader & Chalice Bearer

342-2305

fwatt@bellsouth.net
* Worship Chair Caitlin Ferguson

342-3991

* Pastoral Care ChairsDot Ferneyhough 349-3630
* Outreach Chair Tom Balsley

Suzanne Howard

349-7538

Freda Watt

Gayle Ferguson 342-3991

* Director of Christian Ed.-

Usher Coordinator -

349-3638

cardsfan@vnet.net
* Webmaster - John Bullock

Coordinator -

616-1029

Tom Ham

john@mygraphicdetails.com

349-7261

tjhamiii@vnet.net

WANTED: INFORMATION-STORIES-PICTURES-IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 25th of EVERY month
brhodes3@triad.rr.com
OR Call the church office 349-3511
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