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From the Rector’s Desk - The Rev. William D. Oldland
This summer, a major event occurs in the National Episcopal Church. The 74th General Convention will take
place from July 30th through August 8th in Minneapolis. The General Convention meets every three years to discuss issues and establish policy for the National Church.
The Convention is made up of two houses: The House of Deputies and the House of Bishops. The House of
Deputies consists of four lay and four clergy representatives from each of the 108 Dioceses. The House of Bishops
has 295 Bishops. The House includes Diocesan Bishops, Bishop Suffragans, Bishop Coadjutors and retired Bishops of the church.
The ten day event is not simply devoted to issues and meetings. The event has exhibits from various organizations in the church including Christian Education, Outreach projects, Cursillo, Happening, and a host of others.
There is a wide depth and breadth of music, liturgy, and art during the event that exhibits the incredible diversity of
the Episcopal Church. All of these offerings are presented for God’s glory and worship.
During The General Convention resolutions are presented through committees. On the floor of the convention
the presented resolutions are debated and then the delegates will vote. These resolutions can cover a wide range
of issues. They can cover liturgy, ethics, current issues within our country and within our church. They show how
the broad Episcopal Church stands on the issues.
This year I would like to inform you of several issues before the Convention. A resolution is being brought to
committee concerning the current situation in both Iraq and North Korea. The Standing Commission on Liturgy is
bringing a number of resolutions and proposals to the floor which will expand the musical and liturgical expressions
of the church. These proposals reflect the growing ethnic diversity within the church. One other issue before the
church involves medical research with human stem cells. This resolution is asking for the approval of this research
and asking the church to be proactive in education and counseling on medical ethics. These are just a sample of
the issues before the convention this year.
(continued on page 6)
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Open Vestry Meetings are every third Monday at 6:45 p.m.
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Youth Who Went:

Caitlin Ferguson, Daniel & William Oldland, Scottie Frohock,
Jeffrey Kinnarney, Ben & Clair
Fraser, Erica Ferguson, Heather
Gentle, Michael Norton, ,Adam
& Spencer Wilson
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Where?
Mt. Pleasant,
SC
When?
July 2020July 26,
2003

Adults Who Went:

Gayle Ferguson, Pam Allen,
Cheri Barrett, John Erickson, Bill Oldland, Melinda
Rice, & Photographer
Extraordinaire, Tom Ham
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Thoughts on Stewardship
By Tom Balsley
Then the wind ceased, and
there was a dead calm. He
said to them, “Why are you
afraid? Have you still no
faith?” Mark 4:39-40
In the absence of our minister, I was asked to assist with
one of our Sunday morning services in June. The text for the
selected lay sermon was Mark’s
account of Jesus calming the
waves during a violent storm.
Faith was the central issue discussed in that Sunday’s message.
I thought about the similarities between myself and Jesus’
disciples. When the seas

around me are calm, I feel that I
am self-sufficient and I am less
reliant on God.
However, when my boat is
being tossed and in danger of
being overturned, I realize what
little control I have over life’s
events either for myself or for
someone I love. Like the disciples, my entire response to God
changes.
There is a person at work
with whom I feel comfortable
discussing spiritual matters.
During a particular time recently
when I, like the disciples,
wanted Jesus to pay particular
attention to me, this wise friend
said, “Tom, God knows what is
happening to you. He knows

exactly where
you are and he
has a plan for
your life.”
Sometimes it is difficult to
have that “unshakable” faith
because of our fear of the unknown. Every day we experience at least one circumstance
that gives us pause to worry.
It might help to recall an
earlier period in our lives when
our belief in God walked us
through a difficult time. When
we sought comfort, it came to
us. It still will.
It is reassuring to know that
Jesus is “in the boat” with us in
our anxious moments, just as
he was with his early followers.

From The Rector (continued from page 1)
One other task before the convention is the ratification, by both the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops, of the elections of Bishops-elect throughout the Episcopal Church of the United States of America. As you
are probably aware this will include the ratification of the election of The Rev. Canon Gene Robinson from the
Diocese of New Hampshire. If he is ratified, he would be the first openly gay Bishop in the Episcopal Church. Our
Bishop, Michael Curry, has stated his opinion in the latest
issue of The Commuicant.
As you can see The General Convention tackles some significant issues for the Episcopal Church. These
issues are very important for the life of the church. With this thought in mind, I ask everyone at St. Thomas’ to
pray daily for everyone who will attend this meeting. Please ask God to send the Holy Spirit to lead and guide our
delegates to wise decisions for the whole church. In the Book of Common Prayer, there is a very appropriate
prayer for this event. The prayer is found on page 818 and reads as follows.
For a Church Convention or Meeting
Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who take counsel in
The 74th General Convention of the Episcopal Church of the United States of America for the renewal and mission of your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right,
and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please pray this prayer daily for our delegates from this diocese and all others. Please pray this prayer for
the Bishops. Please pray this prayer for the welfare of our church and then trust God’s answer.
Peace,
Bill +
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Three to Attend Stephen’s
Ministry Training in Philadephia
By Bill Oldland
During August 3rd through 9th,
Gayle Ferguson, David Zoernig and
Bill Oldland will attend a six day conference in Philadelphia on the
Stephen’s Ministry program. The
program is designed to help
churches with issues of pastoral
care. Through this program, people
are trained to use their gifts of pastoral care to minister one on one to
members of the congregation. Implemented in churches of all sizes
throughout the world, this ministry is
ecumenical and international.
Gayle, David and Bill will be attending training sessions and upon
their return, their task will be to begin
a series of training classes for individuals who feel called to the particu-

lar ministry of pastoral care on a
one to one basis. These individuals
will be trained to help someone
who requests a person to be with
them through events, illnesses, or
just to have someone with whom
they can talk. In other words, it provides an opportunity for ministry
one to another.
The program is strictly voluntary.
Stephen’s Ministers are not chosen; they are volunteers. Training
for this program is extensive and
requires commitment on the part of
the minister.
By the same token, Stephen’s
Ministers are not assigned to people in the parish. A person may
request to have a Stephen’s Minis-

New Ways to Praise

By David Zoernig
Contemporary worship comes to St. Thomas on Sunday,
August 24 at 5:00 p.m. With help from the Youth Group,
Worship Team, and Rev. Bill Oldland, music and liturgy will
bring the best of praise and worship to our parish!
This cross-denominational service is open to all believers, as the liturgy is drawn from the Iona Book of Worship,
and Holy Communion with bread and wine is NOT included.
The hope is that this service will become a regularly
scheduled worship offering at St. Thomas.
Interested musicians—-please see me or email me at:
music@stthomasreidsville.org

Upcoming Musical Events. . .
**August 1 @ 6:30 p.m.-Reidsville High School: Contemporary Christian
artist Andrew Peterson. Tickets are $15.
wwwreidsvillechristian.org
**August 8 & 9 in Elon—Cornerstone Festival with appearances by Christian bands including Caedmon’s Call!
www.cornerstonefestivalnc.com
**August 24, 2:00-8:00-Symphone 101, A Summer Celebration at The
Summit, featuring woodwind, brass, & string quartets, and musicians from
the Winston Salem Symphony. Tickets include dinner: See flyers on bulletin board outside the vestry room.
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ter as a companion for a while.
Please note a person requests this
ministry. Then a Stephen’s Minister is chosen through prayer to be a
listening and prayerful companion.
Every aspect of this ministry is voluntary.
Not designed to take the place
of clergy visits, this program assists
the congregation in ministering to
each other. Pastoral Care is taken
to a new depth through this ministry.
Please pray for Gayle, David
and Bill as they attend the session,
for their safe travel and a spirit of
openness and understanding.

Altar Flowers
Needed in
September !
Call the church
to honor or
memorialize
someone
special in your
life.
349-3211

!!REWARD!!
Receive love, laughter,
fun, friendship and a new
understanding of God.
Call Polly Yeago,
Christian Ed Director, to
see how you can collect
the Reward. 643-7708
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Who’s Who at St. Thomas
CHURCH STAFF:
* Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland
349-3511

LAY WORKERS:
* Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless

rector@stthomasreidsville.org
* Organist & Choir Director-

342-4011

* Youth Leaders -

David Zoernig 273-4543

weswim2@bellsouth.net

music@stthomasreidsville.org

Cheri Barrett

* Altar Guild -

jyeago@worldnet.att.net

stthomas@vnet.net
* SextonJohn Black

349-7046

* Layreader & Chalice Bearer
349-3511

Coordinator Tom Ham

349-7261

Caitlin Ferguson

342-3991

* Pastoral Care ChairsAnne Rogers

342-0284

rogerska@vnet.net

* Outreach Chair Tom Balsley

349-3638

* Webmaster - John Bullock
616-1029

Usher Coordinator * Steve Worth

fwatt@bellsouth.net

cardsfan@vnet.net

tjhamiii@vnet.net
349-3511

342-2305

Dot Ferneyhough 349-3630

Suzanne Howard

* Church Secretary Margaretta Guinn-Rose

361-0793

Barrett8@mindspring.com

Polly Yeago 643-7708

Freda Watt

* Worship Chair -

Gayle Ferguson 342-3991

* Director of Christian Ed.-

* Greeters Coordinator -

john@mygraphicdetails.com

349-7538

WANTED: INFORMATION-STORIES-PICTURES-IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 25th of EVERY month
brhodes3@triad.rr.com
OR Call the church office 349-3511
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