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From the Rector’s Desk - The Rev. William D. Oldland
In two short weeks we will celebrate one of the most important liturgical days of the Christian Church,
Pentecost. We often think of Pentecost as having pure Christian roots. Actually, Pentecost was an early Hebrew
feast. The original name was the Feast of Weeks. It was called this name because it began on the fiftieth day after
Passover. The Greek name for this festival was Pentecost. The festival marked the offering of the first-fruits of
the corn harvest. In later years it commemorated the giving of the Law of Moses.
In the Christian Church Pentecost celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit, the coming of the Advocate Jesus
promised the disciples. In the second chapter of Acts we see the disciples gathered. The Holy Spirit descends
upon them and they move out into the streets speaking in tongues. They have moved out into the crowded festival
streets. They are speaking to pilgrims in Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish Festival of Weeks. The people who are
in the streets hear the disciples speaking to them of Jesus Christ in their own languages.
In actuality two miracles occur that day. First, the Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples and they are given the
gift to speak in other languages. The second miracle is that the people gathered understand what the disciples are
saying. The words are so powerful. The event is so strong that 3,000 people will be added to the church on that
day. The wonder and power of God to make God’s love known to the people is incredible.
This year we hope to have the story of Acts read in several different languages at the 11:00 service. We are going
to recapture the moment when the disciples came forth and spoke to the people about the love of God in Jesus
Christ. I invite us all to come to this day open to hear what God has to share with us. The festival color for that
day is red. It is appropriate for everyone to wear something red on the day of Pentecost. The color symbolizes the
presence of the Holy Spirit in each and every moment of our lives. Come and celebrate the power and the incredible love of God as God gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit in a new and wonderful way.
Peace,
Bill+
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Open Vestry Meetings are every third Monday at 6:45 p.m.
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Special Summer Services
Mark your calendar for these two service changes during the summer. The dates are July 6th and July 20th.
On July 6th we will have two services. The first service will be at 8:30 at St. Thomas’. Weather permitting, our
11:00 a.m. service will be at the outdoor chapel at the Summit Camp and Conference Center. The service will
be a Rite II Eucharist. Following the service, we will have a picnic down by the lake for our Fourth of July
celebration, with hot dogs, fixing's, and other fun food—courtesy of the Men’s Club.
Bring your swimsuits, sunscreen and towels! Water toys are allowed, and water wings or life preservers are a
must for the little ones. If you have not yet explored the HARP (Haw River Program) walkway into the marshy
headwaters of the river located on Summit property, this is an excellent opportunity to take advantage of this
new environmental awareness resource – in our “backyard”! This is a day for the whole family to enjoy all the
Summit has to offer!
To reach the Summit from Reidsville, follow US 158 West, and turn left just past Monroeton Golf Course onto
Cunningham Mill Road at the flashing light. Follow for approximately 2 miles, and turn right onto Spearman
Road. Follow the signs for the Summit, approximately 1.5 miles ahead on the right. The Summit outdoor
chapel is down the gravel road just inside the main entrance at the Summit. Turn right at the gate just before
the engraved wooden “Summit” sign on your right. The chapel is 200 yards ahead.
On July 20th the youth group will be leaving for Charleston. Instead of having two services we will have one
service at 10:00 am. We invite the whole parish to participate in commissioning the youth and adults who will
attend this year’s trip. The group will leave for Charleston immediately following the service.
Please plan to attend these wonderful events of our parish family.

CALLING ALL NEW MEMBERS
Please put June 7th on your calendar! There is a covered dish dinner
on that evening at 6:30 at Anne and
Gerry Montaigne’s home. Evenings
such as this give everyone an opportunity to visit and get to know one another better. This is especially advantageous for new members. The evening is casual and fun. You will be
glad you decided to join in the fellowship.
Get out your City Map that
was in your welcome kit and look up
2112 Meadowbrook Terrace! It is
right off Cypress Drive.
We will see you there. A warm
St. Thomas welcome awaits you!
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New Members and Visitors to St. Thomas’
Many of us are aware of some new faces in our community. We
may not be aware of the process by which people join the Episcopal Church. Membership in the Episcopal Church occurs through
Baptism and Confirmation, Reception or the transferring of a Letter of Membership from one church to another. We have recently
added a few new members to our church family.
Teresa and Lauren Ruhland were received by Bishop Curry on his
pastoral visit to St. Thomas’ on March 30th. They have already
become involved in our parish family. Lauren is a member of the
youth group and she assists in the nursery. Teresa is on the Christian Education Commission and is a major part of our Vacation
Bible School. They both attend the 11:00 service.
Visitors to our parish family include David, Miranda and John
Hull. They have recently moved from Raleigh to Reidsville.
They have been attending the 11:00 service as well.
Another recent visitor is Barbara “Babs” Freeman. She has recently moved into the area and is attending the 8:30 service. She
has officially requested a letter of transfer to our parish.
We welcome all of our new members and visitors.
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JIM McCLOSKEY TELLS US ALL ABOUT
WOW! That's the only way I can describe St. Thomas' new and exciting Vacation Bible School.
You'll want to participate, because the theme of the program is called:

Super Cool Undersea Bible Adventure, or "SCUBA"

And, everyone knows that you just can't seem to keep kids out of the water. What a
great way to get to know more about God's incredible Love for His children: that's you and me
and all of us! So, come on out and splash, swim and dive to your heart's content.
The program is especially for kids ages 3 thru 11 years old, is FREE of charge
and everyone is welcome. All we want is you and maybe your best friend! The "SCUBA" programs
will be held in the Parish House, each Friday in June: on the 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th, beginning at 5:30pm, so don't be late!
Now, let's meet the main undersea characters you'll find at SCUBA: there's…
SQUIRT, the cute blue whale,
squirting water from the top of his head

STARLA, the dancing starfish,
PEARL, the gorgeous oyster
with the big yellow flower in her hair,

ACE, the yellow flying fish
wearing goggles and an aviator’s cap,
TANK, the green turtle,
who likes to blow bubbles, and

GILL, my favorite, the beautiful parrotfish,
swimming with his scuba diving tanks.
And, these are only the beginning!
We're going to begin with a delicious meal, made to order just for kids. Then we're going to sing some of your favorite songs, so come ready to clap your hands, wave your arms and
jump for joy. Next, we're going to split up into our own groups for an hour's worth of "SCUBA"
adventures, featuring cool bible stories, activities, and more.
Finally, about 7:15pm, we'll all gather together again, for a most important part of the
evening: Sharing and Giving: Sharing together what we've learned and Giving God's Love to others.
By 7:30pm, it'll will all be over and time to meet your rides home...
Until, that is, the next Friday night!
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summer hymn
blast
Got a favorite hymn that you haven’t heard in a
while? Or are you ready for a change from the
ones you HAVE been hearing?
Well—Hymn Blast 2003 is here, and last time we
checked, there are 906 hymns to choose from—
counting both hymnals! If you’ve got one from
another hymnal that you think we should try,
make a copy and give it to a choir member,
please.
Just jot down your choice(s) and drop the list
into the collection plate. We’ll do our best to
see that your favorites are heard, and—with
some luck—sung by everyone.

summer hymn blast
1. ___________________hymn

# _________

2. ___________________hymn

# _________

3. ___________________hymn

# _________

Requested by: ____________________

5

Cornerstone
Festival Hits NC
By David Zoernig
Since 1984, Cornerstone Festival has defined and has set the
standard for what a Christian
“alternative” music festival
should be. This year Cornerstone Festival has joined the
already existing Xtreme Festival to bring you a taste of the
world-famous Cornerstone experience. This new, two-day
camping event is located on a
beautiful pristine farm just outside of Elon, North Carolina.
Cornerstone NC will have over
60 bands, thought-provoking
seminars, games, a mini film
festival, scheduled hands-on
activities for kids, and inspiring
worship. The gates will open at
8:00 a.m. on Friday, August 8
at 946 Cannonball Road, Elon,
NC. So don’t miss out on the
hippest event to hit the Carolinas in years.
There are scheduled appearances by Skillet, Five Iron
Frenzy, Disciple, Caedmon’s
Call, Relient K, The Benjamin
Gate, Living Sacrifice, Over
the Rhine, Switchfoot, Jeremy
Camp and many more!
For more info, see the poster
on the bulletin board by the
Vestry Room, or visit
www.cornerstonefestival.com
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16.25

11:00
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57
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59

Nursery
Pre-2nd
3rd-5th
Middle
School
High
School
Tiny
Saints
Adults

10

13

11

NA

11.33

THANK YOU
w

e express our deep appreciation and love for everyone who contributed to the Christian Education program. We have tried our best this year,
and look forward to the fall semester, to continue this progress. We have asked
new individuals to join our program, and you have responded! We are indeed
grateful for the contributions and cheerful service of Pam Haigler, Amy Gaylord and Teresa Ruhland.
We thank our Nursery Attendants, Katie Frasier, Lauren Ruhland, and
others, for making the nursery a very exciting place to be.
We acknowledge our Christian Education teachers, the true backbone
of the program: Jan Wheless, and Leslie Phipps; Elisabeth Pugh and Tammy
Melchert; Jay and Anne Donecker, and Ginny Campbell; Billy Phipps and Bill
Horsley.
Thank you all.
We also express our thanks to the parents for their support, and by
bringing their kids week after week.
And, extra special thanks to all the children and young adults who came, week
after week.
While Christian Education is one of the ministries of the laity, we
must give thanks to our Rector, the Rev. Bill Oldland for his vision, advice,
and support.
Firstly and lastly, we give thanks to God. For, it is He who blesses us,
by His grace, His love, His Word, and by our very creation. Thank you Lord!
Polly Yeago, Director of Christian Education
Jim McCloskey, Vestry and CE Liaison
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YOUTH STUFF!
By Bill Oldland
During the month of May the
Youth Group had a very difficult
time with the weather. We had
plans for a car wash and a work
day in the front yard of the church.
Needless to say the presence of
weekend rain caused us to modify
our plans.
Instead of these projects we
spent some time coordinating our
plans for the mission trip to
Charleston. We will be staying at
the First United Methodist Church
on the Isle of Palms. The facility
is very nice and adequate to our
needs with a fully stocked commercial grade kitchen. All we
have to do is bring the food. We
also planned our evening activities
which include beach walks, the
Market Place, bowling, and a
ghost tour of Charleston. We
know we will work on at least two
homes during the week. We may
actually work on one or two more.
Future Events of the group include:
June 6, 13, 20, and 27 - Assisting
in the evenings for Vacation Bible
School.
June 8th - Parish Car Wash immediately following the 11:00 service. We are going to try and
wash cars again. Please join us in
praying for no rain on this day.
Parents and Youth need to bring
all their forms for the Mission Trip
on this day. We will have a Notary present for signatures. While
the paper work is being completed
the parents can get their cars
cleaned.
July 20th - 26th - Mission Trip to
Charleston

The St. Thomas Family extends a warm welcome to our new church
secretary, Margaretta Guinn-Rose!!!

Dear Parishioners,
Congratulations to Liz Fulton,
Adam Wilson, and Will
Yeago on their graduation
from high school.

Due to your prayers and good wishes, I am now on the road

to recovery. Thank you so much for all the kindness and
spiritual uplifting. St. Thomas has always been close to

Adult Dinner
June 7, 6:30
@ Anne
&
Gerry
Montaigne’s

heart, and you have demonstrated the true feeling of all the

Sponsored by
Parish Life Committee

Frank Lane

church members. I can’t possibly thank you enough. I will
improve physically as time passes and become more active.
My love to St. Thomas

And all of you,

Dear St. Thomas CursillistasMany thanks to all of you who helped set up for the festivities at the Summit on Saturday, April 26! Your part
in the weekend was truly appreciated by all of the participants at Cursillo #89, especially those team members
whose freedom from this duty allowed them to have some fun after a very long day!
And special thanks goes out to Leslie Dent, who lent her prodigious seamstress talents in the gift of not one, but
TWO beautiful altar sets, which have been given to Cursillo for use at all upcoming weekends. One set is white,
and the other is red. Each contains a lectern hanging with embroidered cross, and a veil and burse for the chalice
(also embroidered with a cross). Bishop Michael Curry used the set in red for closing communion on April 27,
when 300 from across the Diocese were present.
your brother in Christ,
David Zoernig
Rector, Cursillo #89
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Who’s Who at St. Thomas
LAY WORKERS:

CHURCH STAFF:
* Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland

* Greeters Coordinator -

* Acolyte Coordinator -

Freda Watt

349-3511

Caitlin Ferguson 342-3991

fwatt@bellsouth.net

rector@stthomasreidsville.org

* Youth Leaders -

342-2305

* Worship Chair -

Gayle Ferguson 342-3991

Freda Watt

David Zoernig 273-4543

weswim2@bellsouth.net

fwatt@bellsouth.net

music@stthomasreidsville.org

Cheri Barrett

* Organist & Choir Director-

Barrett8@mindspring.com

* Director of Christian Ed.Polly Yeago 643-7708

* Altar Guild -

* Church Secretary -

stthomas@vnet.net
* SextonJohn Black

349-7046

* Layreader & Chalice Bearer
349-3511

Anne Rogers

342-0284

Dot Ferneyhough 349-3630
* Outreach Chair -

Coordinator -

Tom Balsley

Tom Ham

cardsfan@vnet.net

349-7261

tjhamiii@vnet.net
349-3511

* Pastoral Care Chairs-

rogerska@vnet.net

Suzanne Howard

jyeago@worldnet.att.net

Margaretta Guinn-Rose

361-0793

342-2305

349-3638

* Webmaster - John Bullock

Usher Coordinator -

616-1029

* Steve Worth

john@mygraphicdetails.com

349-7538

WANTED: INFORMATION-STORIES-PICTURES-IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 25th of EVERY month
brhodes3@triad.rr.com
OR Call the church office 349-3511
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