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From the Rector’s Desk - The Rev. William D. Oldland
Alleluia, Christ is Risen!! The Lord is Risen indeed. Alleluia!!
These words are ancient words that speak of a world-changing event in the life of every human being. The resurrection of Jesus from the
grave brings the depth of God’s love into sharp focus. In order for us to see how deep God’s love is for all of creation, we have to go back to
the story of Abraham and Isaac.
We all know that Abraham and Sarah were blessed with a child in their old age. Because Sarah laughed at the news, Isaac’s name was
chosen. His name in Hebrew means laughter. Not right away, but after Isaac had grown some, God tests Abraham. God tells Abraham to
show his love and obedience to God through sacrificing his only son. We all know the story. Abraham does as he is instructed. He gathers
the wood, places it on Isaac, and takes the fire. He ties Isaac and places him on the wood for the sacrifice. Just as he raises the knife to
strike, his hand is stopped. He is prevented from killing his only son. A ram is provided instead and Abraham and Isaac return home. Abraham proves his love and obedience to God.
Now, jump ahead in time to Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Jesus is brought before the Sanhedrin in the Temple courtyards, holy
ground. He is accused of many false charges. The one false charge that works is blasphemy. The Son of God is accused of blasphemy
against God the Father. Yet, God does not strike the Sanhedrin down. Jesus is brought before Pilate and charged with treason. He is beaten
and whipped. God does not strike Pilate or the soldiers down. Jesus is led to Golgotha and on his back, like Isaac, he carried wood for the
sacrifice. God does not stop the procession. When they reach the place, Jesus is stripped and thrown down on the cross beam. As the sacrifice, he is nailed to the wood. He cannot get loose. He cannot get away. God does not stay the hand of the soldier who drives home the nails.
Three hours later, Jesus dies on the wooden cross. The sacrifice is complete. God does not stop the sacrifice of his own Son.
God prevented the horrible act from happening to Isaac. Yet, God does not stop the event with God’s own Son. All creation cried out when
Jesus died. The sky turned dark. The earth shook. The curtain of the Temple was torn in two. It appeared to everyone watching that death
had won the day.
However, God’s love is so strong, so deep, and so powerful that death itself cannot hold it at bay. Jesus is resurrected on the third day.
God offers Jesus as the sacrifice that he would not allow Abraham to pay. God’s incredible love has power over and beyond death. God’s
love has the ability to restore life, to restore wholeness. Broken relationships can be made whole. Health to broken bodies can be restored.
Life can be renewed through the wonderful love of God. The relationship between humanity and God is restored and eternal life with God
becomes reality.
The resurrection brings the love of God into sharp focus. It is the only hope we truly have and we place our trust and our confidence in the
offering of love God has made for us. With our knowledge of the incredible love of God in our minds. With our hearts filled with God’s grace
and our spirits filled with his peace. We boldly proclaim:
Alleluia, Christ is Risen. The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!!

VESTRY
Sr. Warden - Donna Van Ness
Jr. Warden - Tom Ham
Finance - Bob Lee Watt
Pastoral Care - Larry Johnson
Christian Ed. - Jim McCloskey
Outreach - Todd Walker
Long Range Planning - Grace Moffitt
Worship - Caitlin Ferguson
Parish Life - Anne Montaigne

349-9956
doodle@netpath-rc.net
349-7261
tjhamiii@vnet.net
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
349-7688
lkjohnson100@hotmail.com
349-3354 jimmccloskey@adamselectric.com
342-9632
TWalker@fnbsoutheast.com
342-3905
gracemoffitt@mosescone.com
342-3991
weswim2@earthlink.net
349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com

Open Vestry Meetings are every third Monday at 6:45 p.m.
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Sanctuary Open on Tuesday
Nights: Meditations in Time of War
By John Bullock
One of the ways in which St. Thomas is responding to our nation being at war with Iraq is to
open the doors of the sanctuary on Tuesday nights from 5:30 - 6:30 for “Meditations in Time of
War.” In the narthex will be available a tri-fold brochure in which, among others, you will find the
following appropriate prayers and meditations for this new time of lifting up our country and our
soldiers in prayer:

“. . . we [the Bishops of the three Dioceses in NC] ask you to use the following prayer in your public
worship and private devotions during these troubling and difficult days:”
“ God of all peoples and nations, your loving presence enfolds us at all times and in all seasons.
Remind us and all peoples of your presence in this time of great distress, strife and suffering. Break
through the dark clouds of our conflict with your light and your love. Enlighten with your wisdom
the leaders of the nations. Embrace and hold fast the people of the countries involved in this and
every conflict in our world today. Surround with your grace those who serve in the military and
their loved ones. Where there is any hurt, bring your healing. Where any are wounded, bring your
wholeness. Where seeds of destruction have been sown, help us to bring forth the harvest of your
new creation. Finally, in your way, hasten the day when every sword will be transformed into a
plowshare and all the children of God of every nation, every race, every religion my dwell in peace
under their own vine and gif tree, there to study war no more. This we pray in the name of Jesus
Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen.”
THANK YOU NOTE
Dear Mr. Oldland,
Thank you and St. Thomas’ Episcopal
Church for your recent gift of $55 to The
Annual Fund of Virginia Theological Seminary. Your support is very important to our
mission at Virginia Seminary to form men
and women for lay or ordained leadership
and service in the ministry of the church.
The members of the graduating class of
2002 have already embarked upon their
new ministries in cities, states and countries throughout the Anglican Communion.
This year 61 full time students with varied
expertise, youthful enthusiasm and a passion for ministry joined our student body.
We are encouraged by your support of
the 1% Plan and grateful to you and other
congregations across the country for your
support of theological education.
In appreciation of your gift, your parish
name will appear in the 2003 Annual Report.
Thank you again for your generosity,
your prayers, and your commitment .
Sincerely,
Edwin King Hall
VP Institutional Advancement

2

At the Vestry Retreat last January, it was decided to form a Membership Committee. For years,
Laura Felts and Freda Watt organized and scheduled the Sunday
Greeters, hosted newcomers dinners, organized homemade bread
distribution for visitors/newcomers,
and were chief “look-outs” and
“welcomers” of visitors and newcomers to St. Thomas.
Now, they have several other
folks to help them continue this
valuable ministry and also expand
the function of the committee.
Enhancing follow up with new
people in an effort to connect them
to the St. Thomas family is a major
goal of the committee. It will involve
many hours of examining, verifying,
obtaining, and managing the wealth
of data that we need to have on our

membership.
Sorting parishioners into numerous lists of committees, birthdays,
relationships, etc. is a constant, ongoing, necessary task.
Maintaining baptism records,
confirmation records, and letters of
transfer are among the statistics
required by the diocese to be included on the annual Parochial
Report.
With the help of Senior Warden,
Donna Van Ness, Vestry Liaison,
Laura Felts, Chair, and members,
Betty Melchert, Freda Watt, and
Chuck Rhodes, this committee is
excited and highly motivated to
perform this important work for St.
Thomas.
Anyone interested in joining or
helping this committee should contact Laura Felts at 349-4554.

TREASURER’S REPORT
January - March 2003
RECEIPTS

DISBURSEMENTS

DEFICIT

$34,110.97

$42,089.78

$-7,978.81

Dear Members and Friends of St. Thomas,
As you can see from our financial results for the first quarter of this year, our
church is in a serious financial crisis. In January the vestry adopted a deficit budget projecting
a shortfall of $21,653.00 for the year 2003. After the ice storm damage repairs and increased
utility costs we have experienced, it appears that the deficit could be more than we have already anticipated. This projected deficit is the largest one I can ever remember for our church.
In order to pay our expenses we will be required to use a good portion of our reserves which
we have managed to accumulate over many years.
I hope and pray that each pledging unit will consider increasing their financial
support for this year. An average increase of fifteen percent (15%) of all pledges would come
close to making up our original projected deficit. Looking at the problem another way, if each
of our seventy-seven pledging units could give an extra $5.00 per week to the church, we
would come very close to balancing the budget for this year. I think this is less than popcorn
and a drink cost at the movies.
Most of us need a good reason to increase our church pledge from year to year.
Seventy-seven percent (77%) of our church members who made pledges in both 2002 and
2003 pledged the same amount. I hope after realizing our financial situation you will agree
with me that we now have a good reason to increase our pledge.
Stewardship is our response to God’s grace. I hope that each of us will think
and pray about all the gifts God has given to us and all that St. Thomas Church means to you
and to so many others both in our community and beyond. We cannot continue our ministry if
we cannot pay our bills. I realize that some of us are giving all that we can for our church and
for that I am truly thankful. However, if we could all re-examine our financial situation at this
time of need, I believe that many of us can do more to financially support our church. After
prayerfully considering your financial situation, if you feel you can increase your pledge (or
make a pledge if you have not done so) for the year 2003, it would be helpful if you would contact Steve Worth at
349-7538 and let him know your decision. A phone call is all that is needed. If you are not in a
position to increase your giving at this time, please keep St. Thomas in your thoughts and
prayers. If we all act together we can survive this financial situation and keep St. Thomas on a
sound financial foundation. Please help if you can.
Yours in Christ,
Bob Watt
Treasurer
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Easter
Sights and
Sentiments
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Our Family
By Laura Felts

On Good Friday, I watched members of
our St. Thomas family carry the cross during Stations of the Cross. Many of those
who carried it had experienced a year in
which they had carried a cross of their own.
Pam Allen, Donna Van Ness, and Tom
Ham were three of those people; Ed Felts
was another. Then there were those fairly
new to our family who shared the burden,
such as Melinda Rice and Teresa Ruhland.
My heart was touched with joy by their participation.
During the next several hours, I thought
about our family at St. Thomas and the
many blessings we receive through the act
of being a family.
On Easter Sunday morning, there was
laughter throughout the parish house as we
ate “Family Style” the wonderful breakfast
prepared by our resident cooks, Richard
and Joanne Piazza and their groupies. The
Melchert girls were beautiful in their yellow
dresses. The centerpieces were festive,
and the youth were excitedly preparing to
hide the eggs for a big hunt after church.
When I entered church, the flowers on
the altar were breathtaking and I looked in
the bulletin to find out who they honored,
but was unsuccessful. Then the processional, with my very favorite hymn of all
time, “Welcome Happy morning”!
And then the precious little faces of the
children carrying flowers to the cross. How
blessed we are to have so many new faces
among our family. I watched the beautiful
girls of Michelle and young Clark Turner
and asked Reid Teague, who was sitting
beside me, if they brought back memories.
I was sure seeing the two little sisters
brought back memories to Jeanne and Bill
Horsley and Freda and Bob Lee Watt. How
fast the years seem to pass!
One of the brightest smiles of

the morning was on the face of Dot
Ferneyhough because both of her sons
were at her side. Ann Rogers held tightly
to Jo Irving’s arm with the loving care only
Ann knows how to give. At one point,
young Kris retrieved bulletins from the pew
to hand to his parents as the service
moved to the prayers. It was then that I
found out that the flowers on the altar were
in memory of one of our most perfect angels, Sally Howard. How befitting the day.
Tommy Thorn was holding his daughter, Helen, almost in the palm of his hand.
His son, Sammy helped flower the cross
before joining the tiny saints.
I kept seeing new faces, but also remembering faces who weren’t here this
Easter. One in particular was Jim Van
Ness, who last year, sat proudly with his
family and two grandchildren, Ashton and
Hank. How quickly our lives change.
Tom Ham was the lay reader and Mary
was in the choir. What strength of faith
they have shown us for the past five
months. If we ever come close to losing
faith, all we have to do is look into their
faces.
We have a family at St. Thomas. We
share our faith. We share our thoughts.
We count on one another for love and support. We can look around us and see
God’s Grace everywhere.
Many more faces are in my mind as I
share these thoughts, new members like
John Bullock, faithful members like Kate
Nelson, and the mischievous face of Ian
Fraser who earlier raced through the parish house, but with all the reverence in the
world carried flowers to the cross.
How blessed we are to be part of such
a family, sharing the joy of Easter, caring
for one another, loving one another as
God loves us!
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April Church & Sunday School Attendance
6th

13th

20th

8:30

9

19

33

11:00

49

78

107

Nursery

0

Month
Average

27th
17

19.5

52

71.5

0

3

1.0

Pre-2nd

0

3

1

1.33

3rd-5th

6

4

3

4.33

Middle Sch.

1

1

0

High Sch.

1

1

0

.67

Tiny Sts.

0

2

0

.67

Adults

10

13

11

.

.67

11.33

SCUBA Vacation Bible School
By Polly Yaego

SCUBA stands for “Super Cool Undersea Bible Adventure” and the fun
begins June 6 for children who are in pre-school through grade school.
“Adventures” will take place each Friday night in June. Registration runs
through May 24 via Margueretta ___, our church secretary (349-3511),
and there is a limit of 50 children.
Using fun characters and whole-body activities, SCUBA teaches God’s
truth. Ace, the flying fish, teaches “Believe in God and fly high;” Squirt, the
whale, teaches “Obey God the way I trust my shell to protect me;” Pearl,
the clam, reminds kids that when we “Love God he can take our sin and
turn it into a pearly just like I turn dirt into a pearl;” and Star, the star fish,
shows up at the finale to commission children to “Share God’s Love and
become a Star of God.”
Each lesson is supported and reinforced by interactive, hands-on learning stations: Splish Splash Games, Deep Bible Adventures and Undersea
Crafts & missions. The evenings begin at the Dive-In Dinner provided by
the St. Thomas Youth Group. After the Sing & Play Splash opening, Chadder, the Bible Study Puppet, appears to show more about the lesson.
Then the children go to various stations for activities. At the end of each
evening, everyone returns to the Sea Star Finale.
SCUBA Diving Instructors are needed: Crew Leaders (middle
schoolers
or older) and Station Managers (adults) will have a training
6
session in late May. Call 349-3511 to volunteer!!

YOUTH STUFF!
By Bill Oldland

During the month of April,
the youth were active in a variety of ways in the life of the Parish.
On Palm Sunday, they read
Mark’s version of the narrative
for the congregation. That afternoon, the group went on a hay
ride and enjoyed a cookout with
hot dogs, hamburgers, and
s’mores.
On Easter Sunday, the youth
group packed plastic eggs with
goodies and hid them in the Pipkin Parlor for our little children.
On the last Sunday in April, they
attended the closing of Cursillo
#89 at The Summit during which
Bishop Curry celebrated the
Eucharist.
Coming Up:
May 4 - Youth Car Wash in
the church parking lot. They will
wash, vacuum, and clean windows for anyone wishing to
have their car sparkling clean.
Donations for the mission trip
will be accepted.
May 11 - Take Your Mom to
Dinner Day for Mother’s Day. No
Youth Group Activities.
May 18 - Service Project for
St. Thomas-a little yard work
around our new sign and in the
general area of the front yard.
Bring a pair of gloves, a trowel,
and a rake if you have them.
Mary 25 - Take Me Out to
the Ball Game!! Immediately
after the service, we are going
to Greensboro to see the Bats
play. The first pitch will be
thrown at 2:00. Bring $20 for
lunch and admission.

The St. Thomas Family extends a warm welcome to our new church
secretary, Margaretta Guinn-Rose!!!
Congratulations to Hutch
Wheless who has been
elected to a three year
term on the NC Diocese
Happening Board—one of only
seven youth in our diocese!!

Adult Dinner
June 7, 6:30
@ Anne
&
Gerry
Montaigne’s
Sponsored by
Parish Life Committee

Men’s Club Provides
Breakfast Feast
The tradition of Easter Breakfast continued this past
Easter morning with staunch members of the Men’s Club
heating up the St. Thomas kitchen.
Donated by Elizabeth and John Pugh, eggs were superbly cooked by John. Men’s Club President Larry Johnson and Chuck Rhodes flipped light and fluffy pancakes.
Richard Piazza produced perfectly cooked sausage, bacon,
and biscuits.
In addition to all this yummy food, there was also pastry, cereal, orange juice, and coffee to round out a tremendous breakfast!
A total of 52 very hungry people enjoyed the Easter
Breakfast. Leftovers were taken to the Reidsville Soup
Kitchen.

ECW UPDATE
By Jeanne Horsley
On May 25th, the ECW will be collecting money for UTO or the United Thank Offering. This is
a long standing tradition in the Episcopal Church. Placing “thankful coins” in the Blue Box or envelope is also a tradition, rich in spirituality and love. Beginning in 1889 as part of the missionary
efforts of the Women’s Auxiliary, it continues today addressing human needs and promoting mission expansion. Every coin given is given away in grants. In the 1990’s, UTO gave grants between $2.5 to $3 million each year. Dot Trent is this year’s Parish representative.
Upcoming ECW meetings are May 7, 10:30, the Morning Chapter will meet at Marian Safriet’s
home, 1017 Sherwood Drive (*note the change from the second Thursday to Wednesday for this
month) and on May 15 at 7:30, the Evening Chapter will meet in the Pipkin Parlor.
The Church Women of Reidsville and Vicinity, formerly called Church Women United, will
hold a dinner meeting on June 6 at 6:30 at Zion Baptist Church. The cost is $6 and checks may
be given to Willie Mae Adkins by May 25th.
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Who’s Who at St. Thomas
CHURCH STAFF:
* Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland

LAY WORKERS:

* Greeters Coordinator -

* Acolyte Coordinator -

Freda Watt

349-3511

Caitlin Ferguson 342-3991

fwatt@bellsouth.net

rector@stthomasreidsville.org

* Youth Leaders -

* Organist & Choir Director-

342-2305

* Worship Chair -

Gayle Ferguson 342-3991

Freda Watt

David Zoernig 273-4543

weswim2@bellsouth.net

fwatt@bellsouth.net

music@stthomasreidsville.org

Cheri Barrett

Barrett8@mindspring.com

* Director of Christian Ed.Polly Yeago 643-7708

Suzanne Howard

* Church Secretary -

stthomas@vnet.net
* SextonJohn Black

349-7046

* Layreader & Chalice Bearer
349-3511

Anne Rogers

342-0284

Dot Ferneyhough 349-3630
* Outreach Chair -

Coordinator -

Tom Balsley

Tom Ham

cardsfan@vnet.net

349-7261

tjhamiii@vnet.net
349-3511

* Pastoral Care Chairs-

rogerska@vnet.net

* Altar Guild -

jyeago@worldnet.att.net

Margaretta Guinn-Rose

361-0793

342-2305

349-3638

* Webmaster - John Bullock

Usher Coordinator -

616-1029

* Steve Worth

john@mygraphicdetails.com

349-7538

WANTED: INFORMATION-STORIES-PICTURES-IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 25th of EVERY month
brhodes3@triad.rr.com
OR Call the church office 349-3511
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