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From the Rector’s Desk - The Rev. William D. Oldland
As I have been reflecting for this letter, I realize we are in a very interesting place at this time. The signs of nature plainly show that we are in transition from winter to spring. The days are getting longer, buds and flowers are
visible, and the grass in greener. Liturgically, we are just a little over halfway through Lent. The time of reflection,
repentance and penance is not past but must still continue. However, this season leads to the great celebration of
Easter. Nationally, we are at war. What the outcome of this war will be is still uncertain. The full effects of this war
on our soldiers and families, our nation and our international standing will not be known for some time. We are in a
time of change.
I find it very interesting that all of these aspects of change, seasonal, personal and political have come upon us
at this time. I must admit the events in Iraq have caused me to spend more time in personal reflection. I have wondered about the Christian response to what has happened. I have prayed and continue to pray for safety for all people in harm’s way. I have prayed to God and listened and watched for a quick resolution to this war. I have pondered what will happen in the future for my family and my friends. How will all of this play out years from now?
I am afraid that I do not have answers to some of these questions. Yet, the change of the season has brought
me some comfort. The movement from dark to light and the renewing of the earth remind me of God’s eternal
changelessness. I remember that God is always present, always comforting, and always ready to give more love
than we are capable of receiving. I was also reminded that no matter what happens in the future, I can take comfort
in knowing that God goes before me. I was reminded that before Jesus was resurrected, he still faced the cross. I
have been reminded that around all things, in all things and through all things, there is the presence of our loving
and caring God.
The seasons change. Lent moves to Easter. The ways of humanity and nations are uncertain. Around, in and
through it all, there is God. I invite us to pray for a quick resolution to the war. I ask us to pray for peace among all
peoples. I ask us to pray for our country and for those who are at war. Most of all, I ask us to pray for God’s kingdom to come.
Peace in God, Bill+
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Two More Lenten Dinners
With Programs
By Bill Oldland

April 2: Options
for Funeral
Planning
April 9: Planning One’s Own
Funeral Service

We have two more dinners planned for this Lenten season.
The topic for April 2nd is Options for Funeral Planning and on
the 9th, we’ll discuss Planning One’s Own Funeral Service.
Both topics are important for people of all ages. They assist
individuals and families in knowing one’s wishes for one’s
own funeral. By making these plans, an individual can help
ease one’s own family through the transition of illness, death,
and burial.
Please come and see what possibilities are available. Each
Wednesday during Lent, we will follow this schedule:
5:30 Church is open for silent prayer and meditation
5:50 The service of an Order for the Evening
6:00 Dinner
6:45 Program
7:15 Compline

Photos
From
Lenten
Dinners
Taken
By
Tom
Ham
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By Tom Balsley
When I think about the
40 days of Lent, I frequently think about the 40
days Jesus spent alone in
the wilderness. Jesus was
preparing for the beginning of his ministry. Being
God’s son, he was well
aware of his mission on
earth. He knew he had a
tremendous task ahead
with very little time. However, instead of rushing
around in a fast-paced
flurry, Jesus took time out
to gather his thoughts, to
plan, and, more importantly, to seek guidance
from God, his father.
So much of our time is
spent in the busyness of
this world. We get up early
in the morning, hurry
through breakfast, and go
to our place of work ready
to “hit the ground running.” This “on the go” lifestyle is the standard by
which we often measure
ourselves and, as Ameri-

cans, value more than
anything else. We are controlled by the to-do lists on
our computers, daytimers, or palm pilots. The
more we are engaged in
some activity, the more
important our lives seem.
Jesus also led a life that
was hectic and demanding. However, it was in
anxious and stressful moments that he sought to be
alone with God. We could
certainly learn from his
example. Our willingness
to be in God’s presence is
all that is required. Because it is often difficult to
determine what to ask or
pray for, when we offer
meditative prayers or eve
“prayers without word,”
we can allow the Holy
Spirit to pray in and
through us. It is in these
moments that God is able
to speak to us, heal us,
and direct our lives. I don’t
think there is s right or

Dear St. Thomas,
The Reidsville Soup Kitchen, Inc.
would like to take this opportunity to
express their sincere appreciation for
your recent expression of goodwill—$219.
Support such as yours ensures the
continuation of this much needed
community project.
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Dear St. Thomas,
The gratitude of many in the
Reidsville community goes to the
members of St. Thomas for its continued support of the Reidsville
Outreach Center. The check we
received today for $25 is most apThe Reidsville Soup Kitchen preciated, as is the work of may of
your members.
POB 1562
We are currently giving food to
Reidsville, NC 27323-1562
over 60 families a week, trying to

wrong easy to pray. Contemplative prayer is just
another way of responding to God.
Bill, our rector, has offered us an unusually rich
opportunity to experience
a period of quiet each
Wednesday night prior to
our Lenten Service. A
good portion of our day is
spent in a noise-filled
world. Our being silent for
ten to twenty minutes may
seem rather unnatural.
However, if we will give
silence a chance, we
might even look forward to
those moments of peace
and calm.
Quite often, we are like
the Old Testament
prophet Elijah. We look for
God in the wind or earthquake or fire—or some
spectacular event. And so
many times, like Elijah, we
end up finding out that
God is in that “still small
voice.”
give enough for one hot meal a
day for a week. When you consider that many of the families we
serve have three, four, five, or
more members, you can see that
there are hundreds of people
being reached by our distribution.
As for monetary aid, we
helped 44 families in January with
rent, water bills, electric bills, or
heating issues. We have been
very low on funds in February,
but your donation will help us a
great deal.
Dr. William C. Hayes

ECW Has
Successful
workday
By Jeanne horsley

On March 11, the
churchwomen had a successful workday in the kitchen,
thanks in part, to the good
job the Men’s Club did in
cleaning up after the Pancake
Supper.
Thanks to Dot Reilly, the
cabinet work has been completed following the installation of the new icemaker.
Tom Ham’s help in the installation of new appliances is
very much appreciated.
Upcoming ECW
Meeting Dates
April 10 - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Chapter
At the home of
Donna Van Ness
709 S. Main Street
April 17 - 7:30 p.m.
Evening Chapter
Pipkin Parlor

Thinking Ahead:
Planning for the 2003
Fall Flea & Luncheon
By Dot Reilly & Susan Dalton,
Ways and Means Chrs.

To All Women of St. Thomas:
The 2003 Fall Flea and Luncheon has
been planned to held on Friday, October
24th in the Parish Hall.
To have another successful event, we
need everyone’s help in this endeavor.
Our annual budget depends on having a
successful bazaar.
This bazaar does not JUST happen
without your help!
The areas in which we especially need
help are the flea market and luncheon
committees.
We also need those who could work at
the bazaar on the 24th.
There are many ways you can serve.
So, we have decided to canvass YOU to
tell US which committee you would like to
use your talents and volunteer to help.
Call, mail, or give the following to:
Susan Dalton or Dot Reilly:
Sign Up NOW for 2003 Fall Flea &
Luncheon Committees
Flea Market _____________________________
Luncheon _____________________________
Raffle
_____________________________
Bake Sale _____________________________
Set up
_____________________________
Publicity
_____________________________
Tickets
____________________________
Cashier
____________________________
Can help on the day of the Fall Flea ______
NAME: _________________________________
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Highlights of the Worship Service with Bishop
Curry Include a Baptism, Confirmations,
Receptions, and a Reaffirmation
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By Chuck Rhodes

It is a constant struggle
for me to “love my neighbor
as myself” and to really apply
the Prayer of St. Francis in
my life’s journey, although I
sincerely believe in my heart
that this is God’s will for us. I
have met a few people who
are successful in overcoming
this selfish struggle.
Kris Rogers is such a person. He demonstrates these
qualities through deeds
rather than words. Kris is
certainly not without sin, but
he seems to place others
over self in a more natural
and genuine way than anyone I have ever met.
He has an uncanny ability
to listen when engaging in
conversation; and it doesn’t
end there. More times than
not, his response is a probing question that invites the
other party to continue
speaking about their topic of
interest. Kris rarely talks
about himself. He is one of
those rare individuals who
listens more than he talks. In
most instances, the other
party is made to feel that
Kris’ attention and interest is
totally focused on them. He
demonstrates compassion
through listening.
Another quality I admire is
his love of children and
young people. Scores of
young people at St. Thomas
and elsewhere have been
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touched by this unique man.
It wouldn’t surprise me a bit if
it had something to do with
his listening skills. He has a
childlike heart that has great
appeal to kids and his gentle
teasing is relished by them.
As a Sunday school teacher,
Boy Scout leader, adult

leader on mission trips, adult
youth leader, other volunteer
positions, or just “chilling,”
Kris has consistently earned
the respect, trust, and love of
the young folks in which he
has had contact.
I suppose if you asked
the last half dozen rectors
and Jr. Wardens from the
last25 years, collectively,
they could come up with a
partial list of repair and maintenance work that Kris has
performed at St. Thomas.
Frequently, when a problem
is mentioned to Kris, it somehow gets fixed. . . Anonymously, and at no charge in
many cases. No doubt, he
has made repairs that no

one asked him to do. In fact,
only Kris and the Good Lord
above know of all the many
things these loving hands
have done for our Parish.
In addition to sharing his
time and talents, Kris is also
generous with his gifts. Only
one example is necessary to
illustrate. For the past several years, St. Thomas has
sold apple pies as an Outreach project at the Reidsville Antique Festival. Kris
purchased two pies at $1.50
each, paid for them with a
hundred dollar bill, and quietly departed, instructing
Tom Balsley to keep the
change. It seems to me that
Kris’ heat and treasure are in
a place that is pleasing to
God.
Performing “random acts
of Kindness,” in our church
community and beyond, has
become the standard for Kris
Rogers. I like to think that
God smiles down on Kris
and says, “Well done, good
and faithful servant!”
(Matthew 25:21)
--------------Any church member wishing to
write an article about someone
in the church who “Makes a
Difference” should:
• Write it!
• Email it by the 25th of the
month to:
brhodes3@triad.rr.com
• OR drop it off at the church
office

Sanctuary Open on Tuesday Nights:
Meditations in Time of War
By John Bullock
One of the ways in which St. Thomas is responding to our nation being at war with Iraq is to
open the doors of the sanctuary on Tuesday nights from 5:30 - 6:30 for “Meditations in Time of
War.” In the narthex will be available a tri-fold brochure in which, among others, you will find the
following appropriate prayers and meditations for this new time of lifting up our country and our
soldiers in prayer:

“. . . we [the Bishops of the three Dioceses in NC] ask you to use the following prayer in your public
worship and private devotions during these troubling and difficult days:”
“ God of all peoples and nations, your loving presence enfolds us at all times and in all seasons.
Remind us and all peoples of your presence in this time of great distress, strife and suffering. Break
through the dark clouds of our conflict with your light and your love. Enlighten with your wisdom
the leaders of the nations. Embrace and hold fast the people of the countries involved in this and
every conflict in our world today. Surround with your grace those who serve in the military and their
loved ones. Where there is any hurt, bring your healing. Where any are wounded, bring your wholeness. Where seeds of destruction have been sown, help us to bring forth the harvest of your new
creation. Finally, in your way, hasten the day when every sword will be transformed into a plowshare and all the children of God of every nation, every race, every religion my dwell in peace under
their own vine and gif tree, there to study war no more. This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the
Prince of Peace. Amen.”
Prayers from the Book of Common Prayer, September 1979:
In Times of Conflict
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the
midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another
without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Our Enemies
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us from
prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time
enable u all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but he sword of righteousness, no
strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples
may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be
dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
For Those in the Armed Forces of Our Country
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our
armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen
them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and
grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Christian Education News
By Bill Oldland and Polly Yeago
Adult Education Opportunties
Currently the Adult Sunday
School is studying Mere Christianity
by C.S.Lewis. Our discussions have
been really wonderful. Lewis’ comments have raised some interesting
questions concerning the nature of
humanity and the nature of God. His
insights are particularly poignant at
this time when our country is in conflict with Iraq because the text of the
book was written as radio broadcasts
during the Second World War.
The Tuesday noon class is studying the Gospel of Mark. We are moving into the fourth, fifth, and sixth
chapters during the next several
weeks of study. Everyone is welcome
to attend. It is easy to participate in
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the class:
April 1 & 8 - Chapter 4
April 15 & 22 - Chapter 5 and the
beginning of Chapter 6
Sunday School for Young People
Most of you know we use the
Episcopal Children’s Curriculum. In
describing it, these words are key:
biblically based and liturgically oriented. The curriculum is designed
to follow the overall biblical narrative in ways understood by young
children. Because of the flexibility
of the curriculum, teachers are able
to condense or expand lessons as
needed for students’ understanding. The main focus for all levels
during the season of Lent is the
Sacrament of Holy Eucharist.
Children are learning names

What’s on the
St. Thomas’
Website???
∗

∗
∗

Pancake supper
pics
Lenten dinner &
program schedule
“Tidings” newsletter
NC Bishops’ Pastoral Letter
Pics from Lenten
Dinners
www.stthomas.org
and implements used by priest
to serve the Sacrament of Holy
Eucharist to the congregation.
They are also learning about
The Last Supper and why we
celebrate this sacrament.
With the beginning of Holy
Week, on Palm Sunday, children will hear about Jesus’ time
spent in the wilderness, His
entry into Jerusalem, and His
death on the cross. Easter
Sunday will be a large celebration for the children. They will
participate in the flowering of
the cross during the 11:00 service. We are also planning to
have an Easter Egg Hunt following the 11:00 service for
children ages 10 and under.

By David Zoernig

In a break with tradition, NC
Cursillo #89 will offer a closing
Eucharist to the entire Cursillo
community and guests. The
identity of the guest celebrant,
though well known in our Diocese, has not yet been publicly
announced. The Eucharist Service will begin at 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday, April 27, in the main
dining hall at The Summit Camp
and Conference Center in
Browns Summit. Directions to
The Summit may be found at:
www.episcopalsummit.com
The final service is a high
point of the weekend, as it
brings the team and new Cursillo graduates (“Cursillistas”)

together one last time. Thus
begins the journey of the fourth
day, which is the rest of your life

?
Mystery
Guest
Celebrant
???????
after the three-day weekend.
New Cursillistas often remark
on the powerful experience of

Happening #40 Participants’ Comments. . .
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living in a Christian community
for three days. The closing service is an opportunity to put the
pieces of the weekend together,
and to express reflections on the
15 talks and meditations delivered during the weekend by
clergy and lay people on the
team—the core component of
the weekend.
You may wish to offer
prayers before and during the
weekend. Names of candidates
and team are posted at:
www.ultreya.com/nccursillo
Follow the links for Cursillo #89.
De Colores!

After each Happening, participants’ emails are put into a large “e-group” in
which they can write one email that goes out to hundreds who make up the
Happening Community in the Diocese of NC. What follows are excerpts from
high school Happeners following their recent weekend at The Summit:
I was a candidate at Happening #40. It was such an amazing experience that I
will remember it for the rest of my life. Megan Stiles, Charlotte
Happening #40 rocked my socks off!! Congratulations to the team for creating
such a wonderful weekend for the candidates. I know it’s something that will stay
with them for the rest of their lives!
Abby Wilson, Pittsboro
WOW Happening is amazing!!!! I’ve never felt so much love and God’s presence in
my life. Working on team is absolutely awesome! Kristy Olson, Concord
Thank you all for one of he best experiences of my life. I wore my wonderful
neon green Happening #40 t-shirt today to school and 7 random people, kids and
teachers, came up to me and were like, “You do Happening?” Apparently lots of kids
at my school go to the Eastern Diocese Happening; my college counselor went to the
Western Diocese on back in the day . . .it was really cool to see how a shirt can connect you with all these different people and followers in Christ. I was touched and
just wanted to share. Kara Zimmer, Raleigh
www.summityouth.org/happening.htm **applications download from website**
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Who’s Who at St. Thomas
CHURCH STAFF:
* Rector - The Rev. Bill Oldland

LAY WORKERS:
* Acolyte Coordinator -

349-3511
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rector@stthomasreidsville.org
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* Organist & Choir Director-
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342-3991

Freda Watt

fwatt@bellsouth.net
342-3991

* Worship Chair -

David Zoernig 273-4543

weswim2@bellsouth.net

Freda Watt

music@stthomasreidsville.org

Cheri Barrett

fwatt@bellsouth.net

* Director of Christian Ed.Polly Yeago

643-7708

jyeago@attworldnet.net
* Church Secretary -

* Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator -

stthomas@vnet.net

Tom Ham

John Black

349-7046

349-7261

rogerska@vnet.net
Dot Ferneyhough

349-3630

Tom Balsley

349-3638

cardsfan@vnet.net

Usher Coordinator * Steve Worth

342-0284

* Outreach Chair -

tjhamiii@vnet.net
349-3511

342-2305

* Pastoral Care ChairsAnne Rogers

* Altar Guild -

Margaretta Guinn-Rose 349-3511

* Sexton-

361-0793

Barrett8@mindspring.com

Suzanne Howard

342-2305

* Webmaster - John Bullock
349-7538

616-1029

WANTED: INFORMATION-STORIES-PICTURES-IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 25th of EVERY month
brhodes3@triad.rr.com
OR Call the church office 349-3511
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